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NELSON
LITERACY DIRECTIONS
The complete literacy series for years 3–6



Nelson Literacy Directions 
& Nelson Literacy Directions 
Comprehension

Nelson Literacy Directions is a core literacy program for students in middle and upper primary.

The fine-grade levelling featured throughout the program provides scaffolded support for students at different stages of learning, 
enabling them to build on early literacy learning. Students are supported in learning how to use the English language fluently to 
make meaning and to confidently create their own texts in a range of modes.

With an emphasis on word, sentence, paragraph, whole text and visual comprehension, Nelson Literacy Directions encourages the 
use of the structural levels of text to make meaning.

The program provides a wide variety of printed and electronic texts for explicit instruction in written language, oral language, 
visual literacy and critical literacy.

Each year level comprises:

 ◆ Levelled fiction books

 ◆ Levelled non-fiction books

 ◆ Big Books with IWB software

 ◆ Exemplar Card Kits

 ◆ Comprehension Card Kits with Digital Texts + TRB CD-ROM

 ◆ Interactive Activities

 ◆ Audio-Visual Resources DVD

 ◆ Teacher’s Resource Book with CD-ROM.

†The term ‘support’ used in this brochure in reference to resources supporting the Australian Curriculum indicates resources that contain content that meets elements of the content descriptions, 
general capabilities and/or cross-curriculum priorities and can therefore be used as resources when implementing the Australian Curriculum.
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Take a new direction in literacy learning...

Nelson Literacy Directions 
& Nelson Literacy Directions 
Comprehension

� Comprehension and 
Higher-Order Thinking 
Skills
Inferential comprehension 
is built into Nelson Literacy Directions 
books and Exemplar Cards. The 
Comprehension Cards focus on core 
comprehension skills and strategies, 
allowing for an integrated approach 
to teaching and the application of 
higher-order thinking skills.

� Text Types
The Nelson Literacy Directions cards 
feature exemplar persuasive, imaginative 

and informative texts, covering the nine 
key text types. Presented in a magazine 
style, the texts are engaging and relevant 
to the personal interests of students. 

� Reading, Writing, 
Viewing, Speaking and 
Listening
Nelson Literacy Directions provides a 
variety of resources for shared, guided 
and independent reading. Multimodal 
texts, cards and activities relate to 
comprehension, writing, speaking and 
listening.

� Development Pathways

Flexible development pathways enable 
teachers to manage mixed–ability levels 
in their classrooms. 

� Fine-Grade Levelling

 The fine-grade reading levels support 
students and teachers to meet national 
assessment benchmarks. 

� ICT

Information and communication 
technology is integrated throughout. 

Suggested teaching pathways

Big Books with IWB Software and 
Comprehension Exemplar Digital 
Texts Software
• Whole-class instruction

•  Modelled reading, writing and 
comprehension

• Shared reading and writing

MODELLED/SHARED

Levelled Fiction and Non-Fiction 
Books, Exemplar Cards and 
Comprehension Cards
• Small-group instruction 

•  Guided reading, writing and 
comprehension

GUIDED/INDEPENDENT

Interactive Student Activities 
and BLMs
• Independent application

•  Independent reading, writing and 
comprehension

INDEPENDENT

Levelled Exemplar Card Lesson Plan

NLD Level: 10
Reading Age: 10.1–10.3

Comprehension Skill: Determining Important Ideas

Text Type: Discussion (Persuasive)

Text Form: Magazine Article

Learning Area: Arts

Theme: Language Arts and Communications

Vocabulary: access, communicate, creative, cyber-bullying, dislike, experiences, instantly, 

intended, isolated, policies, regret, social, virtual, wary

Related Texts: The Daring Diner Blog (digital text); How to Become Famous (digital text)

Social Media: Friendly or Not?

Before Reading

Introduce the Comprehension Skill

Skilled readers determine important ideas when they 

identify and order main ideas and supporting details 

to make meaning. See pp7–8 (Introduction) for more 

information.

Readers use various comprehension strategies when 

determining important ideas to make meaning from 

texts (see pp5–6, Introduction, for a list of the core 

comprehension strategies).

Text Introduction/Author’s Purpose

This is a non-�ction text that presents differing opinions 

about the use of social media. It presents arguments 

that support the use of social media as a means of 

communication, and also arguments that explain how 

social media can be harmful to the people who use it. 

The text concludes with the author’s personal opinion 

about the topic. 

Visual Literacy
Discuss the visual elements in the text. Ask students to 

describe the various types of visual information. Ask:

• How is this text displayed? 

• Which social media sites are represented by the small 

images on p1?

• What might the girls be doing in the photograph  

on p2? 

Background Knowledge
Ask students to share what they know about social 

media.

• What are the names of the most common social media 

websites? 

• How many people in your class use social media? Why 

do they use it?

• What are some of the warnings issued about the use 

of social media? 

Make Predictions and Think Aloud

Skim and scan the text, including looking at the 

photographs, then ask students to verbalise the points 

of view that may be presented in the text.

• How will this text be organised? 

• What are some of the arguments for and against the 

use of social media?

• What is some speci�c vocabulary that might appear  

in this text?

During Reading

Vocabulary in Context 
communicate, p1. What does communicate mean? How 

has the way we communicate changed over the years? 

dislike, p2. What does dislike mean? Which part of this 

word is used to make an opposite? What is the name 

given to this part of the word? 

isolated, p4. What does the word isolated mean? What is 

the root word? What are other words that can be built 

from this root? (isolate, isolates, isolating, isolation)

policies, p4. What are policies? What is the singular  

form of this word? What are other words that change  

the -y to -i and add -es to make a plural word? (charities, 

,libraries, communities)

social, p1. What does social mean? Why are the websites 

described in this text known as social media? 

wary, p4. What does it mean to be wary? What are other 

words that have a similar meaning? (careful, watchful, 

cautious, suspicious, guarded) 

Think-aloud for comprehension: identify and discuss any 

vocabulary that students are unfamiliar with.

Strategy to Skill
1. (Literal comprehension) How do people commonly 

use social media? (We use social media to connect 

with family and friends without actually being near 

them.)
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2. (Determining important ideas – cause and effect) 

How can social media lead to people displaying 

poor behaviour? (Sometimes people try to make 

themselves popular by doing silly things, or things 

they wouldn’t normally do.) 

3. (Determining important ideas – compare and 

contrast) Why are there so many different social 

media websites? (People have different needs so 

people select which website suits them best.) 

4. (Determining important ideas – compare and 

contrast) How is cyber-bullying different to other 

types of bullying? (Technology enables cyber-bullies 

to harass their victims anywhere or at any time.) 

5. (Determining important ideas – summarise the text) 

What are the main arguments for and against the use 

of social media? (For: people can keep in touch with 

family and friends; it can be fun and creative; people 

can express thoughts and feelings, and interact with 

people who have a shared interest. Against: material 

can be misused; some people negatively change their 

behaviour; bullying can occur; people spend too 

much time on social websites.) 

6. (Determining important ideas – visual elements) In 

the photograph on page 4, how do you think this 

boy is feeling? What may be causing him to feel like 

this? (He looks worried or concerned: he may be 

being bullied online; he may feel he has to change 

his behaviour to be liked; or he may be feeling weary 

because he has spent too much time online.) 

7. (Response) Do you think social media will become more 

or less popular in future years? Why? (various responses)

Grammatical Patterns
Discuss the structure of the discussion with students. 

Use the headings to talk with students about the layout 

of the text. Help them to understand that the Why Use 

Social Media? arguments support the topic, and the Why 

Be Wary of Social Media? arguments oppose the topic.

Discuss the arguments for and against the use of social 

media. Notice that each argument begins with a topic 

sentence and is followed by supporting information. 

Note the conclusion on p6 sums up the arguments from 

the previous pages. 

In this text, identify:

• nouns that name people, places or things, e.g. 

friendships, p1; reasons, p2; material, p4; people, p6.

adjectives that add description to the nouns, e.g. social 

media websites, p2; blogging websites, p3; shared 

interest, p3; privacy policies, p4.

Complete Activity 1 on BLM 1 to practise using 

adjectives in sentences. 

• sensing verbs that express the subject’s feelings, e.g. 

feel, p1; know, p4; consider, p6.

• adverbs and adverbial phrases that add meaning to 

the verbs by telling how, when, where or why, e.g. 

online, p1; to someone else, p4; at home, school or 

work, p5; with friends and family, p6.

• technical vocabulary that provides accurate 

information, e.g. social media, p1; online, p2; blogging 

websites, p3; social status, p4.

sentences that indicate cause and effect, e.g. But the 

pressure to get “likes” (cause) can make some people act 

in ways they may later regret (effect). p4.

Complete Activity 2 on BLM 1 to practise writing 

sentences showing cause and effect. 

• sentences that contain a dependent and an 

independent clause. Explain that these are called 

complex sentences, e.g. However, instead of making 

them appear popular, this can make them look silly or  

lead others to make fun of them. p4.

• speech marks that identify special words in the text, 

e.g. “cyber-bullying”, p5.

After Reading

Think Aloud for Comprehension

Ask students to list the arguments for and against the 

use of social media. 

Ask students to verbalise the thoughts that came into 

their minds as they read the text. Ask them to recall 

the conversations they have had with family and friends 

about the use of social media. 

Ask students to explain the visual images they imagined 

as they read the text.

Critical Literacy
What is your personal opinion about the use of social media? 

Do you agree with the order of the arguments presented 

in this text? 

How did using the comprehension skill of Determining 

Important Ideas help you to better understand the text?

Activities
With a partner, discuss the social media websites you or 

your family use. Talk about any restrictions or limitations 

your family places on the use of this or other websites 

for your protection. 

Use the Determining Important Ideas Comprehension Skill 

Graphic Organiser BLM 2 to list the main ideas and text clues, 

supporting ideas, and questions or responses about this text. 
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NLD Level: 16
Reading Age: 12.1–12.5
Comprehension Skill: Asking QuestionsText Type: Exposition (Persuasive)Text Form: Travel Brochure
Learning Area: Humanities 
Theme: Geography
Vocabulary: adventurous, bathe, continents, contrasts, destination, endangered, 
equator, harsh, hydro-electric, mangrove, northernmost, polar, recommended, 
steppe, tropical, unforgettable
Related Text: Singing in a New Land (digital text)

Asia: Continent of Contrasts

Levelled Exemplar Card Lesson Plan

Before Reading
Introduce the Comprehension SkillSkilled readers ask questions before, during and after reading a text to monitor and clarify their understanding. See pp7–8 (Introduction) for more information.

Readers use various comprehension strategies when asking questions to make meaning from texts (see pp5–6, Introduction, for a list of the core comprehension strategies).

Text Introduction/Author’s PurposeThis is a non-�ction text that presents arguments about why tourists should visit Asia. It presents information about each of the six distinct regions in Asia, and describes the attractions in each area, in an attempt  to entice tourists to visit.

Visual Literacy
Discuss the pictures with students. Ask:
• Why has a bamboo theme been chosen for the design of this text?
• Why do maps feature on several pages in this text?• What do the two photographs on p3 indicate about East Asia?

Background Knowledge
Ask students to share what they know about Asia.• Where is Asia located?
• What are some of the countries that make up the continent of Asia?
• What are the names of some Asian cities?
Make Predictions and Think AloudRead the introduction to the text on p1. Then ask students what they think this text might be about.• Can you predict the arguments the author will use  to encourage people to travel to Asia?

• What landscapes can be found in Asia?• What would be of interest to tourists if they visited Asia?

During Reading
Vocabulary in Context 
bathe, p5. What does bathe mean? What effect does the -e at the end of the word create? What are other words that belong to this word family? (breathe, loathe, lathe, scathe)contrasts, p1. What are contrasts? What are examples of contrasts in Asia? What are other words that have a similar meaning? (comparisons, differences, opposites, dissimilarities)

endangered, p4. What does endangered mean? What  are other technical words used to describe the risk to animal numbers in a particular species? (vulnerable, threatened, extinct)
hydro-electric, p3. What does hydro-electric mean?  What does the pre�x hydro- mean? What is its origin? What are other words that use this pre�x?  (Greek: hydro = water; hydrofoil, hydrogen, hydrography, hydrometer, hydroplane, hydroponics)

northernmost, p2. What does northernmost mean? How does knowing the meaning of the two smaller words help you to understand the meaning of the entire word?unforgettable, p6. What does unforgettable mean? What is the root word? What are other words that can be built from this root? (forget, forgot, forgotten, forgetting, forgetful)Think-aloud for comprehension: identify and discuss any vocabulary that students are unfamiliar with.
Strategy to Skill
1. (Literal comprehension) Why does Asia have such a range of climates? (Asia is the largest continent and stretches from the polar regions in the north to the warmer lands further south near the equator.)2. (Asking questions – compare and contrast) What are two contrasting landscapes that could be visited in 
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Central Asia? (The beautiful scenery of Lake Balkhash, and the world’s largest dry steppe.)3. (Asking questions – summarise the text) Why would Asia be a suitable place to visit with a large group of people? (There is such variety in the landscapes and climate that everyone would �nd something they enjoyed!)4. (Asking questions – draw conclusions) Why would cruise ships visit Provideniya between March and November? (This is the Arctic summer; ships would not be able to travel through all parts of the polar region in winter.)5. (Asking questions – draw conclusions) Why is a large hydro-electric power station built on the Yangtze River? (The river is long so there is an abundant water supply to produce hydro-electric power.)6. (Asking questions – visual elements) How do the four photographs on page 6 link with the arguments presented in the text? (These photographs are examples of the variety of landscapes available to tourists who visit Asia.)
7. (Response) Which part of Asia would you most like  to visit? Why? (various responses)
Grammatical Patterns
Discuss the structure of the exposition with students. Locate the paragraphs on p1 that outline the arguments.Identify the arguments the author uses to persuade  the reader that Asia is a great holiday destination. Notice that the arguments are supported by examples  of climates, landscapes and places to visit in each of  the six major regions of Asia.

Note the concluding statement on p6 reinforces the author’s opinion.
In this text, identify:
• nouns that name people, places or things, e.g.  cultures, p1; equator, p1; colonies, p2; scenery, p2;  tourists, p3; environments, p3; destination, p4; landscapes, p4; sandstorms, p5; region, p5; wildlife, p6; holiday, p6. 

• adjectives that add meaning to the nouns, e.g. cold northern polar regions, p1; huge mountain ranges, p1; Cruise ships, p2; grassy plain, p2; largest hydro-electric power station, p3; extreme environments, p3; popular tourist destination, p4; mangrove jungle, p4; rainy summer season, p4; bright white rocks, p5; unforgettable places, p6; overseas holiday, p6.

modal verbs that express what can, may or might happen, e.g. should be every tourist’s �rst choice! p1; Tourists can travel, p2; A visit to India should include, p4; might be the place to go, p6; The adventurous could climb, p6. Discuss the strength of each modal verb.Complete Activity 1 on BLM 31 to practise writing modal verbs in sentences. 

persuasive language that encourages the reader to agree with the author, e.g. so much to see and do! p1; a climate to suit everyone, p1; should be every tourist’s �rst choice! p1; a popular tourist destination, p4; take an exciting journey, p6; most beautiful beaches in the world, p6; unforgettable places to visit, p6.
Complete Activity 2 on BLM 31 to practise writing a short persuasive text. 

• sentences that have two independent clauses. Explain that these are called compound sentences. e.g. Some of the world’s largest cities are found in Asia, and some of the smallest villages, too. p1. However, they are good places to visit in summer as they are very beautiful. p2. 
• apostrophes that indicate possession, e.g. world’s seven continents, p1; Earth’s cold northern poplar regions, p1; tourist’s �rst choice, p1; Asia’s largest lakes, p2; India’s famous river, p4; world’s greatest deserts, p5.

After Reading
Think Aloud for ComprehensionAsk students to revisit the arguments and supporting information presented in this text that encourage people to visit Asia.
Ask students to verbalise the thoughts that came into their minds as they read the text, including the order of the arguments presented. Note that the most important argument is listed �rst.
Ask students to explain the visual images they imagined as they read the text.

Critical Literacy
What is another country that has diverse landscapes and climate and could be used to write an exposition similar to this?
What did you learn about Asia, from reading this text?How did using the comprehension skill of Asking Questions help you to better understand the text?

Activities
Discuss a place that you have visited or would like to visit. Prepare a short exposition, describing the must-see locations and other special features, and present your exposition orally to other members of the class.Complete the Compare and Contrast Comprehension Strategy Venn Chart on BLM 32 to record information from the text.
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MODELLED/SHARED/INDEPENDENT

Audio-Visual Resources 
and Video Resources

•  Multimodal texts for stimulating 
class discussion or individual writing
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Nelson Literacy Directions 
– Supporting the 
Australian Curriculum† 

Links to other learning areas

Nelson Literacy Directions titles are organised by Arts, 
Humanities and Sciences. They support the content from the 
Australian Curriculum: Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, Science, 
Health and Physical Education and Technologies.

Cross - curricular priorities

Indigenous histories and culture, Asia and sustainability are 
integrated throughout all Nelson Literacy Directions components.

Text types and text knowledge

Australian 
Curriculum Text 
Type from Year 
Level Descriptions 
Foundation to 6*

Cengage 
Learning 
Text Type

Examples from 
Australian Curriculum 
Year Level Descriptions 
and Elaborations 
Foundation to 6*

IMAGINATIVE Recount Recounts (Literary), 
Literary and Imaginative 
retellings

Description Descriptions

Narrative Narratives, Poetry

Explanation Explanations (Literary)

INFORMATIVE Recount Recounts 

Description Descriptions (Factual)

Information 
Report 

Reports

Procedure Procedures

Explanation Explanations

PERSUASIVE Exposition Expositions

Discussion Discussions

Response Reviews

†The term ‘support’ used in this brochure in reference to resources 
supporting the Australian Curriculum indicates resources that contain content 
that meets elements of the content descriptions, general capabilities and/or 
cross-curriculum priorities and can therefore be used as resources when 
implementing the Australian Curriculum.

*Source: Australian Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Authority 
(ACARA)

Nelson Literacy Directions provides a range of resources 
that assist teachers to develop students’ understanding and 
use of English, in line with the three Australian Curriculum: 
English strands.

Language: knowing about the English language

“They discover the patterns and purposes of English usage, 
including spelling, grammar and punctuation at the levels of 
the word, sentence and extended text, and they study the 
connections between these levels.” 1

 

Nelson Literacy Directions has a strong emphasis on 
comprehension, grammar and vocabulary to assist teachers 
to develop students’ understanding of the English language.

Literature: understanding, appreciating, responding 
to, analysing and creating literature

“Students interpret, appreciate, evaluate and create literary 
texts such as short stories, novels, poetry, prose, plays, film and 
multimodal texts, in spoken, print and digital/online forms.” 2

 

Nelson Literacy Directions exposes students to a wide 
variety of text forms and multimodal texts, which provide 
excellent models for students to create their own literature 
in both print and digital form.   

Literacy: expanding the repertoire of English usage

“This means that print and digital contexts are included, and 
that listening, viewing, reading, speaking, writing and creating 
are all developed systematically and concurrently.” 3 

Nelson Literacy Directions provides a variety of 
instructional approaches and resources – levelled fiction 
and non-fiction books, big books (print and digital), Text 
Type Exemplar Cards, Comprehension Cards, Digital 
Exemplar Texts, Interactive Student Activities and Audio-
Visual Resources.  
 
Source: Australian Curriculum Website  
1 Australian F–10 Curriculum/English/Content Structure/Language.  
2 Australian F–10 Curriculum/English/Content Structure/Literature.  
3 Australian F–10 Curriculum/English/Content Structure/Literacy.
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Levelled Fiction & 
Non-Fiction Texts
Interactive Activities

The Interactive Student 
Activities support and reinforce 

comprehension, vocabulary, 
spelling and writing skills.

The self-correcting Interactive 
Student Activities provide 

immediate feedback.* 
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Interactive Student Activities CD-ROM*
There is an Interactive Student Activities CD-ROM for each Nelson Literacy Directions 
fiction and non-fiction book.

 The CD-ROMs feature Interactive Student Activities for each of the levelled texts to 
provide independent practice in: 

 ◆  comprehension

 ◆  vocabulary

 ◆ spelling

 ◆ writing skills.
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Fiction Texts
With humour, adventure and intriguing storylines, Nelson 
Literacy Directions fiction texts will engage middle-and 
upper-primary readers from the first page! The carefully 
levelled fiction titles expose young readers to a variety of text 
forms and genres, including science fiction, reader's theatre 
(plays), mystery, adventure, poetry and traditional and realistic 
fiction.

Non-Fiction Texts
Nelson Literacy Directions non-fiction texts are full of 
fascinating, high-interest information and feature a wide 
variety of visual elements including stunning illustrations and 
photography, captions, headings, labels, graphs, lists and fact 
boxes. Each text includes a chapter providing an exemplary 
model of one of the nine key text types – recount, description, 
information report, narrative, procedure, exposition, 
explanation, discussion and response.

Exemplar text 
types within each 
non-fiction book.

Exposition text type
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High-quality, 
high-interest books 
that are fine-grade 
levelled.

Engaging full-colour  
illustrations.

Narrative Realistic Fiction
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SEE HOW EACH

PAGES 12 – 26
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Big Books with 
IWB Software

Non-Fiction Big Books with IWB Software
There are three non-fiction big books with IWB software for each Nelson Literacy Directions level. The stunning big books feature 
a range of explicit text-type exemplars and authentic ‘real-world’ texts for modelled and shared reading sessions.

The interactive whiteboard software allows students and teachers to work together to examine the texts in detail. Functionality includes 
text editing, colour coding, note-making and a magnifier tool. Text structure, language features and design features are highlighted in the 
exemplar texts.

ARTS 3

9780170184120
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

ARTS 4

9780170184151
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING, 
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

ARTS 5

9780170217705
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

ARTS 6

9780170229531
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

HUMANITIES 3

9780170184106
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE 

AND UNDERSTANDING 
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL SKILLS

HUMANITIES 4

9780170184137
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 
AC: ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS, 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

HUMANITIES 5

9780170217682
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

HUMANITIES 6

9780170229548
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING 

SCIENCES 3

9780170184113
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL  
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

SCIENCES 4

9780170184144
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND 

SPACE SCIENCES

SCIENCES 5

9780170217699
AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL SCIENCES

SCIENCES 6

9780170229555
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES A
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ALL NLD BIG BOOKS 
SUPPORT THE AUSTRALIAN 

CURRICULUM ENGLISH†
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Teacher’s Resource Books with CD-ROM
There is a Teacher’s Resource Book for each level of Nelson Literacy Directions. 

The Teacher’s Resource Books feature:

 ◆  lesson plans based on the big books, levelled texts and exemplar cards

 ◆  two BLMs for each levelled text to support grammar and writing activities. 
The printable BLMs are provided on the CD-ROM.

The Teacher’s Resource Books have been designed to support guided reading, visual literacy, critical literacy and writing, speaking 
and listening activities.

9780170184403 9780170184458

9780170217736 9780170229562

Teacher Resources
Audio-Visual Resources

Audio-Visual Resources DVD*
There is an Audio-Visual Resources DVD for each level of Nelson Literacy Directions. 

The DVDs feature:

 ◆  multimodal texts linked thematically or by text type to the big books, levelled texts and Exemplar Cards

 ◆  engaging audio-visual clips to support speaking and listening activities

 ◆  content to stimulate class discussion and individual writing.
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97801702295799780170217729

97801701844969780170184441

Engaging 
audio-visual clips 
support speaking 

and listening 
activities.

The multimodal 
texts are linked 

thematically or by 
text type to the 

big books, levelled 
exemplar texts and 

exemplar cards.

Download demo software from: 
www.nelsonprimary.com.au/

nelsonliteracydirections

Lesson plans 
provide notes 
for guided 
reading 
sessions 
and include 
‘Making 
Meaning’ 
answers.
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Exemplar Cards
Explicitly teach text types and reinforce comprehension 
skills and strategies

9780170198172
EXEMPLAR CARDS 5 

(BOX SET 6 X 27 CARDS)

9780170198189
EXEMPLAR CARDS 6 

(BOX SET 6 X 27 CARDS)

9780170184472
EXEMPLAR CARDS 4 

(BOX SET 6 X 27 CARDS) 9780170184427
EXEMPLAR CARDS 3 

(BOX SET 6 X 27 CARDS)

Nelson Literacy Directions Exemplar Cards

The Nelson Literacy Directions Exemplar Card Kits provide carefully levelled fiction and non-fiction texts 
for additional guided and independent reading practice across a range of text types and text forms. 
Each Nelson Literacy Directions Exemplar Card Kit comprises six copies of 27 different cards.

The cards come packaged in a handy storage box for easy access.

LEVELLED 
EXEMPLAR CARDS 

(6 COPIES OF 27 
DIFFERENT CARDS)

162

NLD  6FICTION HUMANITIES

Exemplar cards support 
the Australian Curriculum 
learning areas of Science, 
Humanities and Arts.

‘Making Meaning’ 
questions on the back.Narrative Text Type

For guided/independent/
reciprocal reading and 
comprehension.

COMPARE 
THE BOXES

Number of 
 Exemplar Cards

Format Purpose
Literal 

Comprehension
Inferential 

Comprehension
Visual Inferential 
Comprehension

Response 
Comprehension

Answers
Australian 

Curriculum Text 
Types

Text Types 
Examples

Text Forms
Blackline Master 
Activity Sheets

Lesson Plans Exemplar Digital Texts

Nelson Literacy 
Directions 

Exemplar Cards
162 

(6 copies of 
27 titles)

4 Pages

Explicit teaching of exemplar text 
types. Practice, application and 

reinforcement of comprehension 
strategies and skills. Guided and 

Independent Reading One warm-up 
literal question

Four inferential 
questions at the 
word, sentence, 
paragraph and 

whole text One inferential 
visual question

One response 
question

Answers provided 
in TRB (separate 

purchase)
Imaginative
Informative
Persuasive

Narrative, 
Recount, 

Response, 
Description, 
Exposition, 

Explanation, 
Information Report, 

Procedure, 
Discussion

Blogs, Diaries, 
Letters, Graphic 

Fiction, Traditional 
Tales, Poetry, 

Technical 
Reports, Debates, 
Reader’s Theatre, 

Presentations

2–3 activities per 
title in Teacher’s 
Resource Book 

(separate purchase)

Detailed lesson 
plans provided in 

Teacher’s Resource 
Books (separate 

purchase)

Nelson Literacy 
Directions 

Comprehension 
Cards

6 Pages

Explicit instruction in comprehension 
strategies and skills. For modelling 

comprehension, reading and writing. 
Guided and Independent Reading

Four inferential 
questions 

applying the focus 
strategies and  

skills

Answers provided 
on CD packaged in 

the box

2 Blackline Master 
activities per title 
(provided as PDFs 
on CD packaged in 

the box)

Detailed lesson 
plans provided on 

CD packaged in 
the box

9 digital texts deconstructing 
comprehension strategies, text 

structure, language features and 
design features. 9 thematically 

linked video clips

The cards include the following 
key text types: recount, 

description, information report, 
narrative, procedure, exposition, 

explanation, discussion and 
response.
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Comprehension Cards 
Digital Texts 
Explicitly teach comprehension skills and strategies

Nelson Literacy Directions Comprehension Cards

LEVELLED 
COMPREHENSION 

CARDS (6 COPIES 
OF 27 DIFFERENT 

CARDS)

162

DIGITAL TEXTS 
(SEE PAGE 10)

9

NLD  5NON-FICTION SCIENCES

For guided/independent reading 
comprehension.

Levelled fiction and non-fiction titles.

Nelson Literacy Directions Comprehension explicitly teaches the core comprehension strategies and skills students need to make 
meaning from text. Comprising 162 levelled cards and 9 digital texts at each level, Nelson Literacy Directions Comprehension 
deconstructs the comprehension process, enabling students to focus on their reading comprehension and understanding.

COMPARE 
THE BOXES

Number of 
 Exemplar Cards

Format Purpose
Literal 

Comprehension
Inferential 

Comprehension
Visual Inferential 
Comprehension

Response 
Comprehension

Answers
Australian 

Curriculum Text 
Types

Text Types 
Examples

Text Forms
Blackline Master 
Activity Sheets

Lesson Plans Exemplar Digital Texts

Nelson Literacy 
Directions 

Exemplar Cards
162 

(6 copies of 
27 titles)

4 Pages

Explicit teaching of exemplar text 
types. Practice, application and 

reinforcement of comprehension 
strategies and skills. Guided and 

Independent Reading One warm-up 
literal question

Four inferential 
questions at the 
word, sentence, 
paragraph and 

whole text One inferential 
visual question

One response 
question

Answers provided 
in TRB (separate 

purchase)
Imaginative
Informative
Persuasive

Narrative, 
Recount, 

Response, 
Description, 
Exposition, 

Explanation, 
Information Report, 

Procedure, 
Discussion

Blogs, Diaries, 
Letters, Graphic 

Fiction, Traditional 
Tales, Poetry, 

Technical 
Reports, Debates, 
Reader’s Theatre, 

Presentations

2–3 activities per 
title in Teacher’s 
Resource Book 

(separate purchase)

Detailed lesson 
plans provided in 

Teacher’s Resource 
Books (separate 

purchase)

Nelson Literacy 
Directions 

Comprehension 
Cards

6 Pages

Explicit instruction in comprehension 
strategies and skills. For modelling 

comprehension, reading and writing. 
Guided and Independent Reading

Four inferential 
questions 

applying the focus 
strategies and  

skills

Answers provided 
on CD packaged in 

the box

2 Blackline Master 
activities per title 
(provided as PDFs 
on CD packaged in 

the box)

Detailed lesson 
plans provided on 

CD packaged in 
the box

9 digital texts deconstructing 
comprehension strategies, text 

structure, language features and 
design features. 9 thematically 

linked video clips

9780170351683
COMPREHENSION CARDS 6 

(BOX SET 6 X 27 CARDS)

9780170351676
COMPREHENSION CARDS 5 

(BOX SET 6 X 27 CARDS)

9780170258968
COMPREHENSION CARDS 4 

(BOX SET 6 X 27 CARDS)

9780170258951
COMPREHENSION CARDS 3 

(BOX SET 6 X 27 CARDS)

Core Comprehension Skills

 ◆ Making Connections
 ◆ Asking Questions
 ◆ Evaluating/Synthesising 

Information

 ◆ Determining Important 
Ideas

 ◆ Visualising
 ◆ Making Inferences.

The core comprehension skills, or thinking processes, 
are used automatically by proficient readers.

 ◆ Cause and Effect
 ◆ Compare and Contrast
 ◆ Draw Conclusions
 ◆ Fact and Opinion
 ◆ Figurative Language

 ◆ Main Points and 
Bigger Idea

 ◆ Problem and Solution
 ◆ Summarise the Text
 ◆ Visual Elements.

The core comprehension strategies are the tools that 
readers use when making meaning from text.

Core Comprehension Strategies

A range of text types and text forms.

‘Strategy to Skill’ questions on the 
back.
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Exemplar Digital Texts Software 

The Nelson Literacy Directions Comprehension Exemplar Digital Texts software is designed for 
modelling the use of the core comprehension strategies and skills via whole-class explicit 
instruction. There is an Exemplar Digital Text for each of the nine key text types: 

Functionality includes text editing, annotations and note-making.

Exemplar Digital Texts are 
available on CD-ROM and at 
nldcomprehension.com 
for use on PCs, iPads, 
Android tablets and 
interactive whiteboards.

Nelson Literacy Directions 

Comprehension 5, Eating Your Words. 

Text Type: Description.

Comprehension
Highlight text clues relevant for 
various core comprehension 
strategies.

Text presentation 
Examine the complete text with all 
visual elements.

Language features 
Examine the language features 
that are characteristic of each key 
text type.

Design features 
Examine the visual elements that 
support the text and add 
information.

Video 
Provides a short multimodal text for 
each Exemplar Digital Text. Clips are 
connected thematically to the 
Exemplar Digital Texts.

Text structure 
Examine the structure that is 
characteristic of each key text type.

The Teacher’s Resource CD-ROM

The Teacher’s Resource CD-ROM features:

 ◆ Lesson plans for the Exemplar Digital Texts, designed 
for whole-class modelling of reading, writing and 
comprehension strategies and skills

 ◆ Lesson plans for the Levelled Comprehension Cards, 
designed for guided reading focusing on the core 
comprehension strategies and skills.

Each Lesson plan includes notes on the following areas:

 ◆ Comprehension 

 ◆ Visual Literacy

 ◆ Vocabulary in Context

 ◆ Grammatical Patterns

 ◆ Critical Literacy

 ◆ Recount

 ◆ Description

 ◆ Information Report

 ◆ Narrative

 ◆ Procedure

 ◆ Exposition

 ◆ Explanation

 ◆ Discussion

 ◆ Response

Comprehension Cards
Digital Texts
Explicitly teach comprehension skills and strategies

Lesson Plans

 ◆ Lesson plans for the 9 digital texts and 27 printed cards

 ◆ Notes on comprehension, visual literacy, vocabulary in 
context, grammatical patterns and critical literacy

 ◆ Answers to the ‘Strategy to Skill’ comprehension questions.

Printable Blackline Masters activities:

 ◆ Analysing the texts in relation to each of the core 
comprehension strategies and skills

 ◆ Analysing the texts in relation to grammatical patterns

 ◆ Independent writing activities to extend beyond the text.

PACKAGED WITH THE 
COMPREHENSION BOX
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The series approaches comprehension in two ways; using higher–order thinking skills to solve problems and teaching students the 
strategies and skills they need to make meaning from text.

  Literal comprehension question

  Inferential comprehension  question at 
the word level

  Inferential comprehension question at 
the sentence level

  Inferential comprehension  question at 
the paragraph level

  Inferential comprehension  question at 
the text level

  Inferential comprehension question at the 
text and visual level

 Response question

Literal, Inferential & 
Visual Comprehension

Making Meaning – Fiction and Non-fiction Books and Exemplar Cards

For each fiction and non-fiction book the Teacher 
Resource Books provide:

 ◆ 2 literal questions

 ◆ 8 inferential questions (at the word, sentence, paragraph 
and whole text level)

 ◆ 2 inferential questions that relate to visual comprehension

 ◆ 2 response questions

 ◆ Answers.

All Exemplar Cards feature ‘Making Meaning’ questions 
on the back:

 ◆ 1 literal question

 ◆ 4 inferential questions (at the word, sentence, paragraph 
and whole text level)

 ◆ 1 inferential question that relates to visual comprehension

 ◆ 1 response question.

Answers are provided in the Teacher’s Resource Book.

 ◆ 1 literal question

 ◆ 4 inferential questions focussing on a comprehension skill

 ◆ 1 inferential question that relates to visual comprehension

 ◆ 1 inferential question that relates 
to visual comprehension

 ◆ 1 response question

Strategy to Skill – Comprehension Cards

The Comprehension Cards include ‘Strategy to Skill’ questions on the back:

Answers are provided on the accompanying Teacher’s Resource CD-ROM.

Inferential comprehension question that relates 
to the visual elements of the card

Inferential comprehension questions that require 
readers to apply the card’s focus comprehension 

skill combined with relevant core comprehension 
strategies

 Literal comprehension question

Response question

Strategy to Skill
1 (Literal comprehension) What are graphic novels?

2 (Determining important ideas – cause and effect) What would be some suitable locations for public 
art that would make it accessible to more people?

3 (Determining important ideas – compare and contrast) How does the public art on page 2 make the area 
more interesting? 

4 (Determining important ideas – compare and contrast) How can artists earn a living from their work? 

5 (Determining important ideas – summarise the text) What are the main arguments for and against public 
art?

6 (Determining important ideas – visual elements) How does the sculpture of Little Bull compare with the 
sculpture of Vault?

7 (Response) What is your opinion about public art? Do you love it or loathe it? Why?
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READING LEVEL  NLD 1 NLD 2 NLD 3 NLD 4 NLD 5 NLD 6 NLD 7 NLD 8 NLD 9
READING AGE  7.5–7.6 7.7–7.8 7.9–8.0 8.1–8.3 8.4–8.7 8.8–9.0 9.1–9.3 9.4–9.7 9.8–10.0

TOWARDS AT BEYOND

 
A NEW SCHOOL FOR EMILY

9780170183505

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – SKILLS

 
TRIPLE WORD SCORE

9780170183512

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
AN ALIEN STOLE MY MOVIE

9780170183529 

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 
– READER’S THEATRE

AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
VAGNAROK THE VILE

9780170183536 

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 
– READER’S THEATRE

 
THE SULTAN AND THE SCRIBE

9780170183543

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
MOHAN THE FEARSOME  
SABRE-TOOTHED TIGER

9780170183550

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
A SECRET WORLD OF CODES

9780170183864

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

 
A WILD TV SHOW

9780170183871 

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
SPLASH OF FLASH ANIMATION

9780170183888

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
OUTRAGEOUS FASHION

9780170183895

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
LIFELIKE IN 3-D

9780170183901 

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
WHO DESIGNS ZOOS?

9780170183918

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
SLO-MO MAN

9780170183383

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 
– GRAPHIC FICTION

 
PRESIDENT SLY AND HIS SPOTTY TIE

9780170183390

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
PADDY WAITS ALONE

9780170183406

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE LOST TOMB OF INCHAZARR

9780170183413

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE WRECK OF THE ZEBEDIAH

9780170183420

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE DISAPPEARING 

 ISLAND OF DR XU

9780170183437

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
ANTARCTIC ICE FLIGHT

9780170183741

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
I’D LOVE A PUPPY

9780170183758

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

 
WORLD WORKPLACE

9780170183765

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
SHOULD YOU HAVE FRIES  

WITH THAT?

9780170183772

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
TWO AMAZING AMYS

9780170183789

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE

 
FROZEN IN TIME

9780170183796

TEXT TYPES: DISCUSSION/EXPOSITION
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
WOLF SISTERS

9780170183444

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE WORMHOLE OF DOOM

9780170183451

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE FEARSOME RING OF ROSES

9780170183468

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
COMET COLLISION!

9780170183475

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
THE WEEPING SHADOWS

9780170183482

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
HYPOTHETICUS AND HIS CALCULATORIUM

9780170183499

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
BRAIN TICKLERS

9780170183802

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
HANGING BY THREADS

9780170183819

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
HELLO FROM FIVE TIME ZONES

9780170183826

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
THE BRAIN

9780170183833

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES & 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION – 
PERSONAL. SOCIAL, COMMUNITY HEALTH

 
WHO WAS THE GREATEST  
ELECTRICAL INVENTOR?

9780170183840

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE OF SCIENCE

 
SUPER SURVIVAL SENSES

9780170183857

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

Fiction and Non-fiction Books
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Exemplar and Comprehension Cards
READING LEVEL  NLD 1 NLD 2 NLD 3 NLD 4 NLD 5 NLD 6 NLD 7 NLD 8 NLD 9
READING AGE  7.5–7.6 7.7–7.8 7.9–8.0 8.1–8.3 8.4–8.7 8.8–9.0 9.1–9.3 9.4–9.7 9.8–10.0

TOWARDS AT BEYOND

 
A NEW SCHOOL FOR EMILY

9780170183505

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – SKILLS

 
TRIPLE WORD SCORE

9780170183512

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
AN ALIEN STOLE MY MOVIE

9780170183529 

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 
– READER’S THEATRE

AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
VAGNAROK THE VILE

9780170183536 

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 
– READER’S THEATRE

 
THE SULTAN AND THE SCRIBE

9780170183543

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
MOHAN THE FEARSOME  
SABRE-TOOTHED TIGER

9780170183550

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
A SECRET WORLD OF CODES

9780170183864

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

 
A WILD TV SHOW

9780170183871 

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
SPLASH OF FLASH ANIMATION

9780170183888

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
OUTRAGEOUS FASHION

9780170183895

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
LIFELIKE IN 3-D

9780170183901 

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
WHO DESIGNS ZOOS?

9780170183918

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
SLO-MO MAN

9780170183383

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 
– GRAPHIC FICTION

 
PRESIDENT SLY AND HIS SPOTTY TIE

9780170183390

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
PADDY WAITS ALONE

9780170183406

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE LOST TOMB OF INCHAZARR

9780170183413

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE WRECK OF THE ZEBEDIAH

9780170183420

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE DISAPPEARING 

 ISLAND OF DR XU

9780170183437

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
ANTARCTIC ICE FLIGHT

9780170183741

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
I’D LOVE A PUPPY

9780170183758

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

 
WORLD WORKPLACE

9780170183765

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
SHOULD YOU HAVE FRIES  

WITH THAT?

9780170183772

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
TWO AMAZING AMYS

9780170183789

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE

 
FROZEN IN TIME

9780170183796

TEXT TYPES: DISCUSSION/EXPOSITION
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
WOLF SISTERS

9780170183444

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE WORMHOLE OF DOOM

9780170183451

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE FEARSOME RING OF ROSES

9780170183468

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
COMET COLLISION!

9780170183475

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
THE WEEPING SHADOWS

9780170183482

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
HYPOTHETICUS AND HIS CALCULATORIUM

9780170183499

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
BRAIN TICKLERS

9780170183802

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
HANGING BY THREADS

9780170183819

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
HELLO FROM FIVE TIME ZONES

9780170183826

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
THE BRAIN

9780170183833

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES & 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION – 
PERSONAL. SOCIAL, COMMUNITY HEALTH

 
WHO WAS THE GREATEST  
ELECTRICAL INVENTOR?

9780170183840

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE OF SCIENCE

 
SUPER SURVIVAL SENSES

9780170183857

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

READING LEVEL  NLD 1 NLD 2 NLD 3 NLD 4 NLD 5 NLD 6 NLD 7 NLD 8 NLD 9
READING AGE  7.5–7.6 7.7–7.8 7.9–8.0 8.1–8.3 8.4–8.7 8.8–9.0 9.1–9.3 9.4–9.7 9.8–10.0

TOWARDS AT BEYOND

 
PERSEUS & MEDUSA

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
CODES AND SIGNALS

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

 
ALIEN FASHION SHOW

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION

 
THE ART OF ANIMATION

TEXT TYPES: DESCRIPTION, 
PROCEDURE

AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
PEN PALS

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
LASER QUEEN

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
POP SONG BASICS

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
CLAY ANIMATION

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
GRAPHIC POETRY

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION 
(POETRY)

 
HANSEL AND GRETEL

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 
(GRAPHIC FICTION)

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING INFERENCES

 
LET’S GET INTO DIGITAL ART!

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
WHAT’S BETTER: LIVE OR RECORDED 

MUSIC?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
TELLING THE GRAPHIC 

NOVEL STORY

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/
SYNTHESISING INFORMATION

AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 

MAKING A STOP MOTION 
ANIMATION

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION, PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
THE FISH OF MAUI

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

 
CREATING A SCENE: PAINTING AND 

DRAWING
TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT, 

PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
CLOTHING TECHNOLOGY

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING 

QUESTIONS
AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE OF 

SCIENCE, DESIGN & TECHNOLOGIES: 
KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING

 
JUST FOR FUN

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION, NAR-
RATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING CONNECTIONS

 
THE PASSWORD THIEF

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – SKILLS

 
THE OCEAN

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

 
TWO SHIPWRECKS,  

TWO GIRLS CALLED GRACE

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
GLOBAL MIGRANTS

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – SKILLS

 
THE PARTHENON:  

HISTORY IN DANGER

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
GETTING A PET

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

 
COLONISING AUSTRALIA: 

1788–1800

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL 
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
MAP-MAKING

TEXT TYPES:  
INFORMATION REPORT, PROCEDURE

AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 
INQUIRY AND SKILLS

 
LIFE ON WHEELS

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION 
(POETRY)

 
FAMILY HISTORY

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT, 
PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING QUESTIONS 
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL SKILLS

  
WHERE DOES OUR FOOD COME FROM?

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
SHARING THE SKATEPARK

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
EVALUATING/SYNTHESISING INFORMATION

AC: CIVIC AND CITIZENSHIP – 
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

 
1844: MY YEAR OF CHANGE

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS 

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL SKILLS

 
CITY LIFE: YES OR NO?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
INFERENCES 

AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
IRRIGATION

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING

 
WHO NEEDS A GOLF COURSE?

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
ASKING QUESTIONS

 
THE CENSUS: SNAPSHOT OF A NATION

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT, 
PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

AC: DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES, GEOGRA-
PHY – GEOGRAPHICAL –KNOWLEDGE 

AND UNDERSTANDING

 
SETTLEMENT PATTERNS

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL SKILLS

 
SURFING A SOUNDWAVE

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
IS IT POSSIBLE? PHONE BOX 

COSTUME-CHANGE

TEXT TYPES: RECOUNT, PROCEDURE

AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
THE NORTHERN LIGHTS

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCES

 
ELECTRICITY

TEXT TYPES:  
INFORMATION REPORT, PROCEDURE

AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
MESSAGE RECEIVED

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 
OF SCIENCE

 
COCHLEAR IMPLANTS

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
THE SPEED OF LIGHT AND SOUND

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 
OF SCIENCE

 
THE ULTIMATE  

SAILING EXPERIENCE

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION

AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
THE HUMAN BRAIN

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, 
HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION – PER-
SONAL, SOCIAL & COMMUNITY HEALTH

 
THE NEST

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING INFERENCES

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
BRIDGE CLIMB!

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING INFERENCES

 
THE WATER CYCLE

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
ASKING QUESTIONS

 
PLANTS

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT, 
PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
SUNDIALS

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION, PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCES

 
IS IT POSSIBLE? TRANSFERRING HEAT

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT, PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL SCIENCES

 
GROSS PARASITES OR NOT?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
ASKING QUESTIONS

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
GETTING THE DIRT ON SOIL

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS

 
SOUND AND LIGHT

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
EVALUATING/SYNTHESISING 

INFORMATION

Fiction and Non-fiction Books LEVELLED TEXT PACK 9780170159043 COMPREHENSION CARDS KIT 3 9780170258951
COMPREHENSION CARDS ARE ONLY AVAILALBE IN BOXED SETS

AC: Supports implementation of the Australian Curriculum as specified.†
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Exemplar and Comprehension Cards Grid Key
READING LEVEL  NLD 1 NLD 2 NLD 3 NLD 4 NLD 5 NLD 6 NLD 7 NLD 8 NLD 9
READING AGE  7.5–7.6 7.7–7.8 7.9–8.0 8.1–8.3 8.4–8.7 8.8–9.0 9.1–9.3 9.4–9.7 9.8–10.0

TOWARDS AT BEYOND

 
PERSEUS & MEDUSA

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
CODES AND SIGNALS

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

 
ALIEN FASHION SHOW

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION

 
THE ART OF ANIMATION

TEXT TYPES: DESCRIPTION, 
PROCEDURE

AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
PEN PALS

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
LASER QUEEN

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
POP SONG BASICS

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
CLAY ANIMATION

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
GRAPHIC POETRY

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION 
(POETRY)

 
HANSEL AND GRETEL

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 
(GRAPHIC FICTION)

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING INFERENCES

 
LET’S GET INTO DIGITAL ART!

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
WHAT’S BETTER: LIVE OR RECORDED 

MUSIC?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
TELLING THE GRAPHIC 

NOVEL STORY

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/
SYNTHESISING INFORMATION

AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 

MAKING A STOP MOTION 
ANIMATION

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION, PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
THE FISH OF MAUI

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

 
CREATING A SCENE: PAINTING AND 

DRAWING
TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT, 

PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
CLOTHING TECHNOLOGY

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING 

QUESTIONS
AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE OF 

SCIENCE, DESIGN & TECHNOLOGIES: 
KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING

 
JUST FOR FUN

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION, NAR-
RATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING CONNECTIONS

 
THE PASSWORD THIEF

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – SKILLS

 
THE OCEAN

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

 
TWO SHIPWRECKS,  

TWO GIRLS CALLED GRACE

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
GLOBAL MIGRANTS

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – SKILLS

 
THE PARTHENON:  

HISTORY IN DANGER

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
GETTING A PET

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

 
COLONISING AUSTRALIA: 

1788–1800

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL 
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
MAP-MAKING

TEXT TYPES:  
INFORMATION REPORT, PROCEDURE

AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 
INQUIRY AND SKILLS

 
LIFE ON WHEELS

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION 
(POETRY)

 
FAMILY HISTORY

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT, 
PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING QUESTIONS 
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL SKILLS

  
WHERE DOES OUR FOOD COME FROM?

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
SHARING THE SKATEPARK

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
EVALUATING/SYNTHESISING INFORMATION

AC: CIVIC AND CITIZENSHIP – 
KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

 
1844: MY YEAR OF CHANGE

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS 

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL SKILLS

 
CITY LIFE: YES OR NO?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
INFERENCES 

AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
IRRIGATION

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING

 
WHO NEEDS A GOLF COURSE?

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
ASKING QUESTIONS

 
THE CENSUS: SNAPSHOT OF A NATION

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT, 
PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

AC: DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES, GEOGRA-
PHY – GEOGRAPHICAL –KNOWLEDGE 

AND UNDERSTANDING

 
SETTLEMENT PATTERNS

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL SKILLS

 
SURFING A SOUNDWAVE

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
IS IT POSSIBLE? PHONE BOX 

COSTUME-CHANGE

TEXT TYPES: RECOUNT, PROCEDURE

AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
THE NORTHERN LIGHTS

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCES

 
ELECTRICITY

TEXT TYPES:  
INFORMATION REPORT, PROCEDURE

AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
MESSAGE RECEIVED

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 
OF SCIENCE

 
COCHLEAR IMPLANTS

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
THE SPEED OF LIGHT AND SOUND

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 
OF SCIENCE

 
THE ULTIMATE  

SAILING EXPERIENCE

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION

AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
THE HUMAN BRAIN

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, 
HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION – PER-
SONAL, SOCIAL & COMMUNITY HEALTH

 
THE NEST

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING INFERENCES

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
BRIDGE CLIMB!

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING INFERENCES

 
THE WATER CYCLE

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
ASKING QUESTIONS

 
PLANTS

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT, 
PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
SUNDIALS

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION, PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCES

 
IS IT POSSIBLE? TRANSFERRING HEAT

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT, PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL SCIENCES

 
GROSS PARASITES OR NOT?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
ASKING QUESTIONS

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
GETTING THE DIRT ON SOIL

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS

 
SOUND AND LIGHT

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
EVALUATING/SYNTHESISING 

INFORMATION

EXEMPLAR CARDS KIT 3 9780170184427
EXEMPLAR CARDS ARE ONLY AVAILALBE IN BOXED SETS*

AC: Supports implementation of the Australian Curriculum as specified.†

Goal To Design Your Website
Before a website can be built, it has to be designed. How your 
website will be designed depends on your reason for building it. 

Equipment
•	a computer

•	an internet connection

•	pens, pencils and paper for 
brainstorming

Steps
1. Decide what the purpose of your 

website is, and who its audience 
will be. You might want to 
publish stories you have written, 
or share reviews of books you 
have read. You might want to 
tell people about your favourite 
sports team, or explain how to 
choose the best pet for you. 

6. Organise your content.  
It should not all be in one  
big lump. Divide it up into 
sections that people can  
access by clicking on icons  
in the menu bar. The sections 
could be called things like 
History of the Magpies, 
Great Goals from the Past 
or Upcoming Games. There 
could also be subsections;  
for example, Great Goals of 
2012, Great Goals of 2013, 
which would break the 
information into smaller 
parts. Remember to include  
a Home button so people  
can navigate back to the 
home page easily. 

DESIGNING YOUR WEBSITE

2. When you have decided what 
your website will be about, 
look at some similar websites 
and see how they have been 
designed. Make a list of things 
you want on your website; such 
as still images, video clips, audio 
and links to other sites.

3. Work out your content, or 
the information you want to 
communicate. It can be in 
the form of text, or it can be 
images or audio. Make a list of 
the different ways you could 
present your content.

4. Write your text using simple 
language. Organise it in short 
sections with clear headings. 

After you have completed 
these steps, your website 
will be designed! Next, you 
could build it, then publish 
it by buying a domain name 
and choosing a web host. 

Contact Me?
It is not a good idea to provide your 
phone number, home address or even 
your personal email address on your 
website. Most websites have their own 
contact form that readers can fill out to 
send a message to the administrator.

Pamela Rushby

5. Decide on the header for your website. 
The header is the title that will attract 
people to the site, like Fantastic Books 
I’ve Read! or Go the Mullumbimby 
Magpies! The header should be on 
every page, so your readers remember 
what they are looking at.

7. Think about whether you want to 
include links to other sites, or add  
a Contact Me option. 

DESIGNING YOUR WEBSITE
TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE 
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

VISUALISING
AC: DESIGN & TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING

The book The Hobbit was published in 1937.

Gollum in his cave

Martin Freeman plays the hobbit Bilbo Baggins.

I have always loved the book The Hobbit, 
written by J. R. R. Tolkien. Then I heard that 
the book was going to be made into three 
movies. The first one is called The Hobbit: 
An Unexpected Journey. In this movie,  
the hobbit Bilbo Baggins joins a party  
of dwarves for a dangerous expedition. 
Normally I worry that a movie cannot live 
up to the book, so I was a little nervous  
as I entered the cinema. I hoped that the 
movie would be as good as the book.

Often when books are turned into movies, 
many details are left out. Because The 
Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey only had to 
tell part of the story, there was room for 
many details to be included. In fact, this 
movie has details that were not even in the 
book. The characters meet a wizard called 
Radagast the Brown, who never appeared in 
the original story. The filmmakers also gave 
Bilbo some heroic moments that were new. 
I like movies to be true to the book.

The  Hobbit:

Some parts of the movie are funny. 
I did not think that the book was 
very funny, so that change is 
probably an improvement on the 
book. I think the actor who played 
Bilbo made the character more fun 
than he is in the book. 

The movie looks amazing. That is 
one area where the movie has a 
definite advantage over the book! 
There are beautiful landscapes, 
from icy mountains to green fields. 
There are also detailed costumes 
and hairstyles for all the characters. 
Radagast the Brown has been 
made to look like there have been 
birds roosting on his hat. All of the 
dwarves have complicated and 
sometimes very funny braids and 
beards, which look great even 
though they’re not described in 
the book. The special effects are 
also brilliant. I particularly liked the 
glimpses of the dragon, Smaug. 

The part I was looking forward to most 
was the scene with Gollum. This scene is 
important because of The Hobbit’s sequel, 
the trilogy of books called The Lord of the 
Rings, which have already been made into 
movies. The Lord of the Rings is about the 
ring that Bilbo takes from Gollum, a small 
and slimy creature who lives on a dark lake 
in a cave. This turned out to be the best 
scene in the whole movie. Gollum looks 
fantastic, and the game of riddles he plays 
with Bilbo is as spooky as it is in the book. 

Overall, even though I usually prefer books 
to movies, I think the first Hobbit movie  
is as good as the book. In some ways, the 
movie is better than the book.

Phillip Simpson

Book versus Movie

Popular Books That Have Been 
Turned into Movies
Popular books and book series are often turned 
into movies. This is because movie producers 
know that all the people who read the books 
will probably go to see the movies. Here are 
some you might have read or seen:

• Harry Potter

• Percy Jackson

• The Chronicles of Narnia

• The Spiderwick Chronicles 

• Alice in Wonderland

• Where the Wild Things Are

THE HOBBIT: 
BOOK VERSUS MOVIE
TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE 

COMPREHENSION SKILL: DETER-
MINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

Long ago, there lived a vain 
and silly emperor. He cared for 
nothing in the world but fine 
and fancy clothes. 

One day, two cunning 
tricksters arrived at the palace 
with a plan to rob the emperor.

“We make the finest clothes 
in the land,” boasted one. “Our 
cloth is softer than silk.”

“It is lighter than mist!” 
crowed the other. “Our garments 
are so fine that only wise 
people can see them. Fools  
see nothing!”

At last, the emperor and his servants 
came to inspect the new clothes. The first 
trickster raised his hands as if he were 
holding something as light as moonbeams. 
“Behold these beautiful trousers!  
They sparkle like fireflies!” 

“Behold this silvery jacket!” said the 
second trickster. “It is a flowing waterfall.”

The emperor was delighted, because the next day he was 
to lead a parade through the town. He paid the tricksters 
two bulging bags of gold to make him a new suit. “Not 
only will I look handsome,” he chirped, “but I will be able 
to tell which people are clever and which ones are fools.”

The tricksters quickly set up their loom, but only 
pretended to weave the cloth and sew the clothes.

The Emperor’s New Clothes 
Jill McDougall  •  Ian Forss

“Magnificent!” agreed the emperor’s 
servants, staring at the tricksters’  
bare hands.

“Er … splendid!” mumbled the 
emperor, feeling his face turn red.

The emperor took off his clothes, and 
the tricksters pretended to dress him.

The emperor led the parade through 
town, strutting like a proud peacock. 
Townspeople lined the streets and spilled 
from the doorways.

“Look at the emperor’s beautiful clothes,” 
everyone gushed. “What pretty patterns! 
What charming colours!” No one wanted to 
admit they could not see anything.

A small boy watched the emperor 
walk past and his eyes grew as wide as 
windows. “But he has no clothes on!” cried 
the boy.

There was a pin-drop silence.

Finally, someone started whispering and 
the whispers spread like hissing snakes. 
People began to point and laugh.  
“The emperor has no clothes on!” 

The emperor’s face turned to stone.  
“I am a fool!” he thought, but he held his 
head high, and hurried back to the palace.

THE EMPEROR’S NEW 
CLOTHES

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING INFERENCES

BLOG

Where I Live

Josh – near Roma, 
Australia

I love living on a sheep 
property, 20 kilometres 

from Roma, in Queensland. Some 
people might think living in a 
small country town is boring, but 
I make my own fun, whether it’s 
swimming in the dam or helping 
with the annual sheep shearing. 

Living in Beijing sounds great for people who like the buzz of city life. But it’s hard 
to have quiet time. On the other hand, living in the countryside near Roma sounds 
perfect for people who like lots of space. But there are fewer community services 
available. I think that for most people, it doesn’t really matter where they live, 
as long as it feels like home. 

A person’s daily experiences can be affected by where they live. 
So is one place better to live than another? We’ve asked two 
children to tell us what’s so great about where they live.

Getting to school is easy: I ride my bike five 
kilometres to the main road, then the school bus 
picks me up. There are 12 children at our school, 
and one teacher. I like being in a small class, 
as I get lots of time with my teacher. 
Although I like where I live, there are a few 
drawbacks. If I want to be in a sports team, I have 
to go to Roma. I will have to go to Roma for high 
school, too. The nearest doctor is in Roma as well.
Another thing I don’t like is when our internet 
connection fails, which means I can’t always 
contact friends, do research or play computer 
games when I want to.

Pamela Rushby     Susy Boyer

Ya Ya – Beijing, China
I believe I live in the best city in the 
world: Beijing, in China. It’s a huge city 
with 20 million people. Our apartment is 

on the twenty-fifth floor of a big building. I don’t 
have sisters or brothers. But I think that’s good, 
as being an only child means that I don’t have to 
share my bedroom with anyone!
I love going to school because I get to see my 
friends. I’m in the fifth grade. Although I have to 
be at school from 7 am to 4 pm, six days a week,  
I have two hours for lunch so I can go home to eat. 
One of the downsides of my school life in Beijing 
is that I’m so busy all the time! After school I have 
lots of homework, and two evenings a week I go to 
the Children’s Palace to learn violin.

WHERE I LIVE
TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION 
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: GEOGRAPHY – 
GEOGRAPHICAL KNOWLEDGE 

AND UNDERSTANDING

 

What Are Oral Traditions?
Oral traditions are stories about the past 
that have not been written down. They are 
passed from one generation to the next 
through the spoken word.

Oral traditions can include fairytales and 
myths, the history of a place or the history 
of a family. They can be in the form of 
stories, sayings, speeches or songs. 

In the past, many cultures did not read and 
write. Telling stories was how they passed 
knowledge along. Sometimes these stories 
explained how life and the world were 
formed. Other stories told about how  
to use different materials, or gather certain 
foods or medicines. Some stories were used 
as examples of how to live good lives  
and work well together.

Many oral traditions are about the creation 
of the world. For hundreds of years, the 
Māori story of creation was handed down 
across the generations. Now, it has been 
written down, so it can be shared through 
reading as well as listening. 

Oral traditions have meant that stories like 
this have never been forgotten.

Oral Traditions
Carmel Reilly  •  Dede Putra

 A Story from  
M ori Oral Tradition
The Creation of the World
According to the Māori story  
of creation, the world began  
in darkness long, long ago.  
The world was dark because  
Rangi, the Sky father, and Papa,  
the Earth mother, were lying  
close together and blocking 
out the sunlight.

Rangi and Papa had many 
children, and all of them were 
gods who would live forever. 
Although these children grew up 
in darkness, they did not like it. One 
day, one of them – Tāne, god of the forests – 
forced his mother and father apart. Tāne pushed Rangi towards the Sky and 
Papa towards the Earth. At last, the world was lit up as light flooded into the 
space made between them. Afterwards the Sky stayed far above the Earth.

All of the brothers except one, 
Tāwhirimātea, went with 
their mother to the Earth. 
There, they created the seas, 
mountains, forests, plants 
and animals. Tāwhirimātea, 
who was the god of winds 
and storms, went to live 
with his father.

Sometime later, Tāne, who 
was settling into his new 
life, decided he needed 
a wife. But there were no 
women he could marry. So 
he decided to make a woman 
from sand. When he had finished, 
he breathed life into her. She became 
the first human. But as he breathed life into 
her, he also knew that the breath of life would leave her one day.

Thanks to Tāne and his brothers, humans and all things on the Earth were created. 
Without these gods, the world would have remained very different from how it is now. 

ORAL TRADITIONS
TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT 

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
VISUALISING

AC: HISTORY – 
HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE AND 

UNDERSTANDING

Emergency Services:  
Safety in Our Community

Emergency Workers
Emergency workers are trained 
to deal with different kinds of 
emergencies in the community. 
Some people are paid 
emergency workers and others 
are volunteers. Volunteers 
do not get paid, but give 
their time to help keep their 
communities safe.

Police officers, paramedics, 
firefighters, surf lifesavers and 
the coastguard all work to 
protect the community and 
keep people safe.

Emergency Services
There are service groups in the 
community whose workers help 
keep people safe and protect 
them in times of emergency. 
There are many different kinds 
of emergencies. A person may 
suddenly become very ill and 
need emergency treatment.  
There may be a car accident 
where people are injured.  
A weather event such as a 
storm may cause floods and 
put people in danger. Extreme 
weather or electrical faults can 
cause bushfires and house fires.

Dialling Emergency
People can call an emergency 
number on their telephones for 
fast assistance. The number to 
call depends on the country. 
For example, in Australia, it is 
000. In New Zealand, it is 111.  
In the USA, it is 911.

Coastguard
The coastguard is a volunteer 
service in some countries.  
In others, such as the USA, it  
is a branch of the armed forces.  
The coastguard may be called   
on to assist or rescue people  
at sea. It patrols the seas by 
boat and by aeroplane, to help 
keep people safe at sea.

State Emergency Service
Some countries have other emergency services that help the 
community when disasters happen. The State Emergency Service 
in Australia is a volunteer-based organisation. It helps keep the 
community safe by providing extra assistance in emergencies, 
ranging from road accidents to fires and floods. The State 
Emergency Service is often called out after storms to help remove 
fallen trees from roads and houses, or to help clean up after fires 
and floods.

Police Service
The police service helps keep the community safe by making sure 
people obey the law. Police officers also investigate when crimes 
have been committed. There are many different jobs within the 
police service.

Ambulance Service
The ambulance service provides 
emergency medical treatment 
and transport for injured or 
ill people. Paramedics travel 
with ambulances and treat 
patients, while those who need 
further care are transported to 
hospital. Paramedics save  
many lives.

Surf Lifesavers
Surf lifesavers keep swimmers 
safe at the beach. Volunteer 
surf lifesavers patrol the beach, 
perform rescues and show 
swimmers the safest place to 
swim. When a rescue takes 
place, a lifesaver will perform 
first aid to revive the swimmer.

Vital Services 
The emergency services are 
an important part of our 
community. They help people 
and save many lives.

Heather Hammonds

The Armed Forces
The emergency services work 
together when there are large 
community emergencies such 
as fires or floods. In times of 
disaster, the armed forces may 
help where extra equipment 
and workers are needed.

Fire Services
Professional and volunteer-based 
fire services put out fires. 
Professional firefighters often 
work in cities and suburbs, while 
volunteer workers usually work 
in rural areas. The services  
work together at times, too.
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Are you tired of living on Earth? Are you looking for 
a new planet to call home? Do you want to live in 
a place you’ll love? Then choose Mars – the hottest 
new destination in the galaxy! Mars has many 
advantages to offer. We’ll prove it to you!

First, Mars is one of the smallest and 
easiest habitats to travel around in 
the universe. It is only about 6 700 
kilometres in diameter, which is half 
the size of Earth. This means there is 
only half the travelling time needed 
to get from one end of the planet to 
the other. Not only that, you can drive 
everywhere you like because Mars is 
free from water! There is no need to hire 
expensive planes or boats for your summer 
holidays anymore! And don’t forget – no water 
means no flash floods, no tsunamis and no rainy 
days on your birthdays ever again!

Second, did you know 
that people living on 
Mars celebrate their 
birthday twice a year? 
Why so lucky? Simple – 
a Martian calendar year 
is 687 days long. That’s 
nearly twice as long 
as Earth’s calendar! 
Because the human 
body ages just as fast 
on Mars as it does 
on Earth, new rules 
have been created 
to allow the double 
celebration of people’s birthdays every year! What 
other planet offers you a treat like that? Certainly 
not Mercury or Venus! And definitely not Earth! 

Mars   Peter Millett  Ned Culic

Third, Mars is one of the easiest atmospheres to move 
around in. Walking and running are easy, and jumping 
will have you leaping for joy! This is because Mars has 
62  per  cent less gravity than Earth. Have you ever wondered 

why short basketball players choose to live 
and play on Mars? Well, even the tiniest 

person can pull off a slam dunk when 
there is little gravity to hold them 

back. That is why many high 
jumpers and pole vaulters are 

coming to Mars, too! 

So, in summary, if Earth’s 
heavier atmosphere is 
making you feel sad and 
the rain is getting you 
down, then maybe it’s 
time to travel to Mars! 
Come on over – you’ll 
never regret it. Move  
to Mars where it’s  
sunny one day and  
even hotter the next!

The Hottest Place in the Galaxy!

MARS
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Animal  Disguises

Stick Insect
Small creatures such as insects are easy targets 
for birds. The stick insect’s defence is to pretend 
it is not an insect at all. When it dangles from a 
branch, its long, thin body looks just like a twig. 

Many animals use camouflage to 
help them survive in the wild. They 
don’t want to be lunch for a hungry 
predator! A crafty disguise can also 
help an animal catch food.

A Master of 
Disguise
When a leaf insect walks, 
it rocks back and forth 
to appear like a leaf 
blowing in the wind.  
It may even have false 
bite marks to look like  
a nibbled leaf!

Can you spot the stick insect?

Emperor Moth
The emperor moth uses a 
startling disguise to scare 
predators. On each of its four 
wings is a large “eyespot”. 
Eyespots look like the glaring 
eyes of a fierce animal. When 
the moth is under attack, it 
vibrates its wings to make 
the eyes flash. This scares  
the predator for a moment 
and gives the moth extra 
time to escape.

Zebra
A zebra’s black and white stripes are easy  
to see. But when zebras are in a herd, those 
same stripes can make a handy disguise. 
When zebras stand close together, it is hard 
for a hungry lion to tell where one zebra 
ends and another begins. In fact, just a few 
zebras can look like one giant stripy blob! 

Zebras can confuse predators if they stick together.

Eyespots on an 
emperor moth give 
a warning glare.

Thorny Devil
The thorny devil is a slow-moving lizard that 
uses clever tricks to avoid being eaten. When 
in danger, it makes predators think it is a 
bigger, scarier animal by puffing its chest  
out like a balloon and pointing its spiked 
tail. The thorny devil also has a lump behind 

its neck called a 
“false head”. When 
threatened, the 
thorny devil dips its 
head so predators 
will attack the false 
head and leave its 
real one alone.

The thorny devil uses a false head to trick predators.

Many animals use camouflage for 
protection and hunting advantage in 
their natural habitat. It is fascinating 
to see the different disguises animals 
use to trick predators and catch prey.

In windy weather, 
the stick insect even 
behaves like a twig, 
swaying gently to and 
fro. If it falls off the 
branch, it lies very still 
among the twigs on 
the ground until it is 
safe to move.

Polar Bear
The polar bear’s white fur provides the perfect 
camouflage in its icy environment. The polar 
bear can often only be spotted by its black 
nose. The white fur helps it sneak up on prey, 
such as seals, without being detected.

Smelly Stealth
Some animals use camouflage to trick the nose, 
rather than the eye. Lions sometimes roll in 
elephant dung to disguise their scent. Then, when 
the lion sneaks up on grazing zebras or antelope, 
they won’t notice, because the lion smells like an 
elephant, which is not a threat to them. 

Jill McDougall

ANIMAL DISGUISES
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What Is a Bridge?
A bridge is a level platform that goes across 
a space where people cannot easily walk, run 
or drive. A bridge is often built between two 
points separated by water, but it can also be 
built over a valley, a road or a railway track. 
All bridge designs rely on push and pull 
forces to stay up.

Types of Bridges
Some of the earliest bridges were formed 
from trees that fell across streams. As 
technology advanced, bridges were built 
out of stone, blocks and, nowadays, steel-
reinforced concrete. There are three types  
of bridges: beam, arch and suspension.

Beam Bridge
A beam bridge is made from a platform 
placed on two or more supporting piers. The 
weight of the platform pushes down on the 
piers. Beam bridges made out of wood can 
support the weight of people or animals. They 
can also be made of thick concrete, so heavy 
trucks and trains can drive over them safely.

Arch Bridge
An arch bridge consists of a 
deck supported by an arch. 
The arch pushes against 
supports at either end of 
the arch. The supports, or 
abutments, are fixed to the 
ground so that they cannot 
move. The arch, abutments 
and ground push against each 
other to hold the bridge up.

A beam bridge consists of one or 
more beams, supported by piers. 

The position of the arch in relation to the deck varies in 
different types of arch bridges.

The deck of a suspension 
bridge is suspended from 
strong cables, which 
hang from tall towers 
and are secured at each 
end of the bridge.

Suspension Bridge
A suspension bridge looks like an upside 
down arch bridge. Instead of being supported 
from underneath, it is pulled skywards by 
suspension cables. The suspension cables 
are joined to tall pylons and anchored into 
the ground at either end of the bridge. The 
cables transfer the bridge’s weight to the 
anchors at either end. Suspension bridges 
sometimes shake and wobble in strong 
winds, but they can span longer distances 
than other bridges.

More than 2 billion cars have 
driven across the Golden 
Gate Bridge in San Francisco, 
USA, since it opened in 1937. 
Curiously, the bridge is actually 
coloured orange. This famous 
suspension bridge gets its 
name from the Golden Gate 
Strait below it, which is the 
entrance to San Francisco Bay.

The earliest version of London Bridge, which spans the River 
Thames, was originally built out of timber by London’s Roman 
founders. It kept falling down over the centuries, as the children’s 
rhyme tells us, and being repaired and rebuilt using more modern 
materials and technology. In 1968, the old London Bridge was 
sold and transported brick by brick to Arizona, USA, where it is a 
popular tourist attraction. Rumour has it that the buyer thought 
he was getting the more famous Tower Bridge!

Bridges  Peter Millett

Building Bridges
These days, with the development of better building materials, 
bridges can span greater distances and take more weight. But 
the principles remain the same, whether for beam, arch or 
suspension bridges: all bridge designs make use of push and 
pull forces to create strength and carry loads.

beam

deck

suspension cable

pylon

deck

arch

abutment

pier

BRIDGES
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Goal To Design Your Website
Before a website can be built, it has to be designed. How your 
website will be designed depends on your reason for building it. 

Equipment
•	a computer

•	an internet connection

•	pens, pencils and paper for 
brainstorming

Steps
1. Decide what the purpose of your 

website is, and who its audience 
will be. You might want to 
publish stories you have written, 
or share reviews of books you 
have read. You might want to 
tell people about your favourite 
sports team, or explain how to 
choose the best pet for you. 

6. Organise your content.  
It should not all be in one  
big lump. Divide it up into 
sections that people can  
access by clicking on icons  
in the menu bar. The sections 
could be called things like 
History of the Magpies, 
Great Goals from the Past 
or Upcoming Games. There 
could also be subsections;  
for example, Great Goals of 
2012, Great Goals of 2013, 
which would break the 
information into smaller 
parts. Remember to include  
a Home button so people  
can navigate back to the 
home page easily. 

DESIGNING YOUR WEBSITE

2. When you have decided what 
your website will be about, 
look at some similar websites 
and see how they have been 
designed. Make a list of things 
you want on your website; such 
as still images, video clips, audio 
and links to other sites.

3. Work out your content, or 
the information you want to 
communicate. It can be in 
the form of text, or it can be 
images or audio. Make a list of 
the different ways you could 
present your content.

4. Write your text using simple 
language. Organise it in short 
sections with clear headings. 

After you have completed 
these steps, your website 
will be designed! Next, you 
could build it, then publish 
it by buying a domain name 
and choosing a web host. 

Contact Me?
It is not a good idea to provide your 
phone number, home address or even 
your personal email address on your 
website. Most websites have their own 
contact form that readers can fill out to 
send a message to the administrator.

Pamela Rushby

5. Decide on the header for your website. 
The header is the title that will attract 
people to the site, like Fantastic Books 
I’ve Read! or Go the Mullumbimby 
Magpies! The header should be on 
every page, so your readers remember 
what they are looking at.

7. Think about whether you want to 
include links to other sites, or add  
a Contact Me option. 

DESIGNING YOUR WEBSITE
TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE 
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

VISUALISING
AC: DESIGN & TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING

The book The Hobbit was published in 1937.

Gollum in his cave

Martin Freeman plays the hobbit Bilbo Baggins.

I have always loved the book The Hobbit, 
written by J. R. R. Tolkien. Then I heard that 
the book was going to be made into three 
movies. The first one is called The Hobbit: 
An Unexpected Journey. In this movie,  
the hobbit Bilbo Baggins joins a party  
of dwarves for a dangerous expedition. 
Normally I worry that a movie cannot live 
up to the book, so I was a little nervous  
as I entered the cinema. I hoped that the 
movie would be as good as the book.

Often when books are turned into movies, 
many details are left out. Because The 
Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey only had to 
tell part of the story, there was room for 
many details to be included. In fact, this 
movie has details that were not even in the 
book. The characters meet a wizard called 
Radagast the Brown, who never appeared in 
the original story. The filmmakers also gave 
Bilbo some heroic moments that were new. 
I like movies to be true to the book.

The  Hobbit:

Some parts of the movie are funny. 
I did not think that the book was 
very funny, so that change is 
probably an improvement on the 
book. I think the actor who played 
Bilbo made the character more fun 
than he is in the book. 

The movie looks amazing. That is 
one area where the movie has a 
definite advantage over the book! 
There are beautiful landscapes, 
from icy mountains to green fields. 
There are also detailed costumes 
and hairstyles for all the characters. 
Radagast the Brown has been 
made to look like there have been 
birds roosting on his hat. All of the 
dwarves have complicated and 
sometimes very funny braids and 
beards, which look great even 
though they’re not described in 
the book. The special effects are 
also brilliant. I particularly liked the 
glimpses of the dragon, Smaug. 

The part I was looking forward to most 
was the scene with Gollum. This scene is 
important because of The Hobbit’s sequel, 
the trilogy of books called The Lord of the 
Rings, which have already been made into 
movies. The Lord of the Rings is about the 
ring that Bilbo takes from Gollum, a small 
and slimy creature who lives on a dark lake 
in a cave. This turned out to be the best 
scene in the whole movie. Gollum looks 
fantastic, and the game of riddles he plays 
with Bilbo is as spooky as it is in the book. 

Overall, even though I usually prefer books 
to movies, I think the first Hobbit movie  
is as good as the book. In some ways, the 
movie is better than the book.

Phillip Simpson

Book versus Movie

Popular Books That Have Been 
Turned into Movies
Popular books and book series are often turned 
into movies. This is because movie producers 
know that all the people who read the books 
will probably go to see the movies. Here are 
some you might have read or seen:

• Harry Potter

• Percy Jackson

• The Chronicles of Narnia

• The Spiderwick Chronicles 

• Alice in Wonderland

• Where the Wild Things Are

THE HOBBIT: 
BOOK VERSUS MOVIE
TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE 

COMPREHENSION SKILL: DETER-
MINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

Long ago, there lived a vain 
and silly emperor. He cared for 
nothing in the world but fine 
and fancy clothes. 

One day, two cunning 
tricksters arrived at the palace 
with a plan to rob the emperor.

“We make the finest clothes 
in the land,” boasted one. “Our 
cloth is softer than silk.”

“It is lighter than mist!” 
crowed the other. “Our garments 
are so fine that only wise 
people can see them. Fools  
see nothing!”

At last, the emperor and his servants 
came to inspect the new clothes. The first 
trickster raised his hands as if he were 
holding something as light as moonbeams. 
“Behold these beautiful trousers!  
They sparkle like fireflies!” 

“Behold this silvery jacket!” said the 
second trickster. “It is a flowing waterfall.”

The emperor was delighted, because the next day he was 
to lead a parade through the town. He paid the tricksters 
two bulging bags of gold to make him a new suit. “Not 
only will I look handsome,” he chirped, “but I will be able 
to tell which people are clever and which ones are fools.”

The tricksters quickly set up their loom, but only 
pretended to weave the cloth and sew the clothes.

The Emperor’s New Clothes 
Jill McDougall  •  Ian Forss

“Magnificent!” agreed the emperor’s 
servants, staring at the tricksters’  
bare hands.

“Er … splendid!” mumbled the 
emperor, feeling his face turn red.

The emperor took off his clothes, and 
the tricksters pretended to dress him.

The emperor led the parade through 
town, strutting like a proud peacock. 
Townspeople lined the streets and spilled 
from the doorways.

“Look at the emperor’s beautiful clothes,” 
everyone gushed. “What pretty patterns! 
What charming colours!” No one wanted to 
admit they could not see anything.

A small boy watched the emperor 
walk past and his eyes grew as wide as 
windows. “But he has no clothes on!” cried 
the boy.

There was a pin-drop silence.

Finally, someone started whispering and 
the whispers spread like hissing snakes. 
People began to point and laugh.  
“The emperor has no clothes on!” 

The emperor’s face turned to stone.  
“I am a fool!” he thought, but he held his 
head high, and hurried back to the palace.

THE EMPEROR’S NEW 
CLOTHES
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COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
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Where I Live

Josh – near Roma, 
Australia

I love living on a sheep 
property, 20 kilometres 

from Roma, in Queensland. Some 
people might think living in a 
small country town is boring, but 
I make my own fun, whether it’s 
swimming in the dam or helping 
with the annual sheep shearing. 

Living in Beijing sounds great for people who like the buzz of city life. But it’s hard 
to have quiet time. On the other hand, living in the countryside near Roma sounds 
perfect for people who like lots of space. But there are fewer community services 
available. I think that for most people, it doesn’t really matter where they live, 
as long as it feels like home. 

A person’s daily experiences can be affected by where they live. 
So is one place better to live than another? We’ve asked two 
children to tell us what’s so great about where they live.

Getting to school is easy: I ride my bike five 
kilometres to the main road, then the school bus 
picks me up. There are 12 children at our school, 
and one teacher. I like being in a small class, 
as I get lots of time with my teacher. 
Although I like where I live, there are a few 
drawbacks. If I want to be in a sports team, I have 
to go to Roma. I will have to go to Roma for high 
school, too. The nearest doctor is in Roma as well.
Another thing I don’t like is when our internet 
connection fails, which means I can’t always 
contact friends, do research or play computer 
games when I want to.

Pamela Rushby     Susy Boyer

Ya Ya – Beijing, China
I believe I live in the best city in the 
world: Beijing, in China. It’s a huge city 
with 20 million people. Our apartment is 

on the twenty-fifth floor of a big building. I don’t 
have sisters or brothers. But I think that’s good, 
as being an only child means that I don’t have to 
share my bedroom with anyone!
I love going to school because I get to see my 
friends. I’m in the fifth grade. Although I have to 
be at school from 7 am to 4 pm, six days a week,  
I have two hours for lunch so I can go home to eat. 
One of the downsides of my school life in Beijing 
is that I’m so busy all the time! After school I have 
lots of homework, and two evenings a week I go to 
the Children’s Palace to learn violin.

WHERE I LIVE
TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION 
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: GEOGRAPHY – 
GEOGRAPHICAL KNOWLEDGE 

AND UNDERSTANDING

 

What Are Oral Traditions?
Oral traditions are stories about the past 
that have not been written down. They are 
passed from one generation to the next 
through the spoken word.

Oral traditions can include fairytales and 
myths, the history of a place or the history 
of a family. They can be in the form of 
stories, sayings, speeches or songs. 

In the past, many cultures did not read and 
write. Telling stories was how they passed 
knowledge along. Sometimes these stories 
explained how life and the world were 
formed. Other stories told about how  
to use different materials, or gather certain 
foods or medicines. Some stories were used 
as examples of how to live good lives  
and work well together.

Many oral traditions are about the creation 
of the world. For hundreds of years, the 
Māori story of creation was handed down 
across the generations. Now, it has been 
written down, so it can be shared through 
reading as well as listening. 

Oral traditions have meant that stories like 
this have never been forgotten.

Oral Traditions
Carmel Reilly  •  Dede Putra

 A Story from  
M ori Oral Tradition
The Creation of the World
According to the Māori story  
of creation, the world began  
in darkness long, long ago.  
The world was dark because  
Rangi, the Sky father, and Papa,  
the Earth mother, were lying  
close together and blocking 
out the sunlight.

Rangi and Papa had many 
children, and all of them were 
gods who would live forever. 
Although these children grew up 
in darkness, they did not like it. One 
day, one of them – Tāne, god of the forests – 
forced his mother and father apart. Tāne pushed Rangi towards the Sky and 
Papa towards the Earth. At last, the world was lit up as light flooded into the 
space made between them. Afterwards the Sky stayed far above the Earth.

All of the brothers except one, 
Tāwhirimātea, went with 
their mother to the Earth. 
There, they created the seas, 
mountains, forests, plants 
and animals. Tāwhirimātea, 
who was the god of winds 
and storms, went to live 
with his father.

Sometime later, Tāne, who 
was settling into his new 
life, decided he needed 
a wife. But there were no 
women he could marry. So 
he decided to make a woman 
from sand. When he had finished, 
he breathed life into her. She became 
the first human. But as he breathed life into 
her, he also knew that the breath of life would leave her one day.

Thanks to Tāne and his brothers, humans and all things on the Earth were created. 
Without these gods, the world would have remained very different from how it is now. 

ORAL TRADITIONS
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Emergency Services:  
Safety in Our Community

Emergency Workers
Emergency workers are trained 
to deal with different kinds of 
emergencies in the community. 
Some people are paid 
emergency workers and others 
are volunteers. Volunteers 
do not get paid, but give 
their time to help keep their 
communities safe.

Police officers, paramedics, 
firefighters, surf lifesavers and 
the coastguard all work to 
protect the community and 
keep people safe.

Emergency Services
There are service groups in the 
community whose workers help 
keep people safe and protect 
them in times of emergency. 
There are many different kinds 
of emergencies. A person may 
suddenly become very ill and 
need emergency treatment.  
There may be a car accident 
where people are injured.  
A weather event such as a 
storm may cause floods and 
put people in danger. Extreme 
weather or electrical faults can 
cause bushfires and house fires.

Dialling Emergency
People can call an emergency 
number on their telephones for 
fast assistance. The number to 
call depends on the country. 
For example, in Australia, it is 
000. In New Zealand, it is 111.  
In the USA, it is 911.

Coastguard
The coastguard is a volunteer 
service in some countries.  
In others, such as the USA, it  
is a branch of the armed forces.  
The coastguard may be called   
on to assist or rescue people  
at sea. It patrols the seas by 
boat and by aeroplane, to help 
keep people safe at sea.

State Emergency Service
Some countries have other emergency services that help the 
community when disasters happen. The State Emergency Service 
in Australia is a volunteer-based organisation. It helps keep the 
community safe by providing extra assistance in emergencies, 
ranging from road accidents to fires and floods. The State 
Emergency Service is often called out after storms to help remove 
fallen trees from roads and houses, or to help clean up after fires 
and floods.

Police Service
The police service helps keep the community safe by making sure 
people obey the law. Police officers also investigate when crimes 
have been committed. There are many different jobs within the 
police service.

Ambulance Service
The ambulance service provides 
emergency medical treatment 
and transport for injured or 
ill people. Paramedics travel 
with ambulances and treat 
patients, while those who need 
further care are transported to 
hospital. Paramedics save  
many lives.

Surf Lifesavers
Surf lifesavers keep swimmers 
safe at the beach. Volunteer 
surf lifesavers patrol the beach, 
perform rescues and show 
swimmers the safest place to 
swim. When a rescue takes 
place, a lifesaver will perform 
first aid to revive the swimmer.

Vital Services 
The emergency services are 
an important part of our 
community. They help people 
and save many lives.

Heather Hammonds

The Armed Forces
The emergency services work 
together when there are large 
community emergencies such 
as fires or floods. In times of 
disaster, the armed forces may 
help where extra equipment 
and workers are needed.

Fire Services
Professional and volunteer-based 
fire services put out fires. 
Professional firefighters often 
work in cities and suburbs, while 
volunteer workers usually work 
in rural areas. The services  
work together at times, too.
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Are you tired of living on Earth? Are you looking for 
a new planet to call home? Do you want to live in 
a place you’ll love? Then choose Mars – the hottest 
new destination in the galaxy! Mars has many 
advantages to offer. We’ll prove it to you!

First, Mars is one of the smallest and 
easiest habitats to travel around in 
the universe. It is only about 6 700 
kilometres in diameter, which is half 
the size of Earth. This means there is 
only half the travelling time needed 
to get from one end of the planet to 
the other. Not only that, you can drive 
everywhere you like because Mars is 
free from water! There is no need to hire 
expensive planes or boats for your summer 
holidays anymore! And don’t forget – no water 
means no flash floods, no tsunamis and no rainy 
days on your birthdays ever again!

Second, did you know 
that people living on 
Mars celebrate their 
birthday twice a year? 
Why so lucky? Simple – 
a Martian calendar year 
is 687 days long. That’s 
nearly twice as long 
as Earth’s calendar! 
Because the human 
body ages just as fast 
on Mars as it does 
on Earth, new rules 
have been created 
to allow the double 
celebration of people’s birthdays every year! What 
other planet offers you a treat like that? Certainly 
not Mercury or Venus! And definitely not Earth! 

Mars   Peter Millett  Ned Culic

Third, Mars is one of the easiest atmospheres to move 
around in. Walking and running are easy, and jumping 
will have you leaping for joy! This is because Mars has 
62  per  cent less gravity than Earth. Have you ever wondered 

why short basketball players choose to live 
and play on Mars? Well, even the tiniest 

person can pull off a slam dunk when 
there is little gravity to hold them 

back. That is why many high 
jumpers and pole vaulters are 

coming to Mars, too! 

So, in summary, if Earth’s 
heavier atmosphere is 
making you feel sad and 
the rain is getting you 
down, then maybe it’s 
time to travel to Mars! 
Come on over – you’ll 
never regret it. Move  
to Mars where it’s  
sunny one day and  
even hotter the next!

The Hottest Place in the Galaxy!

MARS

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION 

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
DETERMINING IMPORTANT 

IDEAS

Animal  Disguises

Stick Insect
Small creatures such as insects are easy targets 
for birds. The stick insect’s defence is to pretend 
it is not an insect at all. When it dangles from a 
branch, its long, thin body looks just like a twig. 

Many animals use camouflage to 
help them survive in the wild. They 
don’t want to be lunch for a hungry 
predator! A crafty disguise can also 
help an animal catch food.

A Master of 
Disguise
When a leaf insect walks, 
it rocks back and forth 
to appear like a leaf 
blowing in the wind.  
It may even have false 
bite marks to look like  
a nibbled leaf!

Can you spot the stick insect?

Emperor Moth
The emperor moth uses a 
startling disguise to scare 
predators. On each of its four 
wings is a large “eyespot”. 
Eyespots look like the glaring 
eyes of a fierce animal. When 
the moth is under attack, it 
vibrates its wings to make 
the eyes flash. This scares  
the predator for a moment 
and gives the moth extra 
time to escape.

Zebra
A zebra’s black and white stripes are easy  
to see. But when zebras are in a herd, those 
same stripes can make a handy disguise. 
When zebras stand close together, it is hard 
for a hungry lion to tell where one zebra 
ends and another begins. In fact, just a few 
zebras can look like one giant stripy blob! 

Zebras can confuse predators if they stick together.

Eyespots on an 
emperor moth give 
a warning glare.

Thorny Devil
The thorny devil is a slow-moving lizard that 
uses clever tricks to avoid being eaten. When 
in danger, it makes predators think it is a 
bigger, scarier animal by puffing its chest  
out like a balloon and pointing its spiked 
tail. The thorny devil also has a lump behind 

its neck called a 
“false head”. When 
threatened, the 
thorny devil dips its 
head so predators 
will attack the false 
head and leave its 
real one alone.

The thorny devil uses a false head to trick predators.

Many animals use camouflage for 
protection and hunting advantage in 
their natural habitat. It is fascinating 
to see the different disguises animals 
use to trick predators and catch prey.

In windy weather, 
the stick insect even 
behaves like a twig, 
swaying gently to and 
fro. If it falls off the 
branch, it lies very still 
among the twigs on 
the ground until it is 
safe to move.

Polar Bear
The polar bear’s white fur provides the perfect 
camouflage in its icy environment. The polar 
bear can often only be spotted by its black 
nose. The white fur helps it sneak up on prey, 
such as seals, without being detected.

Smelly Stealth
Some animals use camouflage to trick the nose, 
rather than the eye. Lions sometimes roll in 
elephant dung to disguise their scent. Then, when 
the lion sneaks up on grazing zebras or antelope, 
they won’t notice, because the lion smells like an 
elephant, which is not a threat to them. 

Jill McDougall

ANIMAL DISGUISES

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL 
SCIENCES

What Is a Bridge?
A bridge is a level platform that goes across 
a space where people cannot easily walk, run 
or drive. A bridge is often built between two 
points separated by water, but it can also be 
built over a valley, a road or a railway track. 
All bridge designs rely on push and pull 
forces to stay up.

Types of Bridges
Some of the earliest bridges were formed 
from trees that fell across streams. As 
technology advanced, bridges were built 
out of stone, blocks and, nowadays, steel-
reinforced concrete. There are three types  
of bridges: beam, arch and suspension.

Beam Bridge
A beam bridge is made from a platform 
placed on two or more supporting piers. The 
weight of the platform pushes down on the 
piers. Beam bridges made out of wood can 
support the weight of people or animals. They 
can also be made of thick concrete, so heavy 
trucks and trains can drive over them safely.

Arch Bridge
An arch bridge consists of a 
deck supported by an arch. 
The arch pushes against 
supports at either end of 
the arch. The supports, or 
abutments, are fixed to the 
ground so that they cannot 
move. The arch, abutments 
and ground push against each 
other to hold the bridge up.

A beam bridge consists of one or 
more beams, supported by piers. 

The position of the arch in relation to the deck varies in 
different types of arch bridges.

The deck of a suspension 
bridge is suspended from 
strong cables, which 
hang from tall towers 
and are secured at each 
end of the bridge.

Suspension Bridge
A suspension bridge looks like an upside 
down arch bridge. Instead of being supported 
from underneath, it is pulled skywards by 
suspension cables. The suspension cables 
are joined to tall pylons and anchored into 
the ground at either end of the bridge. The 
cables transfer the bridge’s weight to the 
anchors at either end. Suspension bridges 
sometimes shake and wobble in strong 
winds, but they can span longer distances 
than other bridges.

More than 2 billion cars have 
driven across the Golden 
Gate Bridge in San Francisco, 
USA, since it opened in 1937. 
Curiously, the bridge is actually 
coloured orange. This famous 
suspension bridge gets its 
name from the Golden Gate 
Strait below it, which is the 
entrance to San Francisco Bay.

The earliest version of London Bridge, which spans the River 
Thames, was originally built out of timber by London’s Roman 
founders. It kept falling down over the centuries, as the children’s 
rhyme tells us, and being repaired and rebuilt using more modern 
materials and technology. In 1968, the old London Bridge was 
sold and transported brick by brick to Arizona, USA, where it is a 
popular tourist attraction. Rumour has it that the buyer thought 
he was getting the more famous Tower Bridge!

Bridges  Peter Millett

Building Bridges
These days, with the development of better building materials, 
bridges can span greater distances and take more weight. But 
the principles remain the same, whether for beam, arch or 
suspension bridges: all bridge designs make use of push and 
pull forces to create strength and carry loads.

beam

deck

suspension cable

pylon

deck

arch

abutment

pier

BRIDGES
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AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
REALISTIC PAINTING

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
TELEVISION OR BOOKS: A DEBATE

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
THE ART OF ARCHITECTURE

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE RAINBOW SERPENT

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
URBAN ART

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
THE BENEFITS OF MUSIC

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING

AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
KEEP THE FOX FLYING!

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 

COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING QUESTIONS
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
PUPPETS AROUND THE WORLD

TEXT TYPES: INFORMATION REPORT, 
PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
CONNECTIONS

 
DRAWING EMOTIONS

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
CONNECTIONS

AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
SID THE SEAGULL

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/

SYNTHESISING INFORMATION 
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS, HEALTH AND 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION – PERSONAL, 

SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY HEALTH 

 
THE QUEEN’S SECRET

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING INFERENCES

AC: ARTS – DRAMA

 
PUBLIC ART: LOVE OR LOATHE IT?

TEXT TYPES: DISCUSSION, RESPONSE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
HOW OPTICAL ILLUSIONS WORK

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
LEGENDARY AND MYTHICAL CREATURES

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
VISUALISING

 
NEVER BORED AGAIN

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THREE CITIES

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

 
PIRATES’ PLUNDER

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
RIVERS IN OUR WORLD

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

INQUIRY AND SKILLS

 
ESCAPE FROM DARFUR

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
STAYING FIT AND HEALTHY 

TEXT TYPES:  
INFORMATION REPORT, PROCEDURE

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
THE FIRST AUSTRALIANS

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
COATS OF ARMS

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
FORCES OF NATURE

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCE

 
COUNTRY LIVING IS BEST!

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/

SYNTHESISING INFORMATION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE LOST AND FOUND CAMERA

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
INFERENCES

AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
YOU’VE GOT BUCKLEY’S!

TEXT TYPES: RECOUNT, NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  VISUALISING
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL SKILLS

 
INFRASTRUCTURE: 

WHO SHOULD PAY FOR IT?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

 
CAPTAIN JAMES COOK: 

NAVIGATOR AND EXPLORER
TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL SKILLS

 
OUR LAND

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
ASKING QUESTIONS

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL SKILLS

 
IMMIGRATION 

AFTER WORLD WAR II

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/
SYNTHESISING INFORMATION

 
EARTH’S SPHERES

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING

 
LIVE, WORK AND PLAY SAFELY

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
TELESCOPES!

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 

OF SCIENCE

 
DANGEROUS ANIMALS

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

 
LEONARDO DA VINCI: MY STORY

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 

OF SCIENCE

 
ZOOS

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

 
THE INTERNET: THEN AND NOW

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
NEWTON AND THE APPLE

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 

OF SCIENCE

 
THE GREAT STINK

TEXT TYPES: EXPOSITION, RECOUNT

 
IS IT POSSIBLE? CAN HUMANS FLY 

LIKE BIRDS?

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 

OF SCIENCE

 
RADIO WAVES

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE  

OF SCIENCE

 
IS IT POSSIBLE? CAN A PULLEY MAKE 

YOU SEEM STRONGER?

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING QUESTIONS
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
HUNT ON THE ICE

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/
SYNTHESISING INFORMATION

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
WHAT IS MOTION?

TEXT TYPES: EXPLANATION, PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
CONNECTIONS

AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
PATTERNS IN NATURE

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
CONNECTIONS 

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
STARS

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

 
PLASTIC: GOOD OR BAD?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
ASKING QUESTIONS

AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL SCIENCES

 
EARTH MOVERS

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
ASKING QUESTIONS 

AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 
SCIENCES

 
THE BIGGEST TELESCOPE ON EARTH

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING

 
A DESERT HABITAT

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

AC: Supports implementation of the Australian Curriculum as specified.†
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COMPREHENSION CARDS ARE ONLY AVAILALBE IN BOXED SETS
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EXEMPLAR CARDS ARE ONLY AVAILALBE IN BOXED SETS*Exemplar and Comprehension Cards

READING LEVEL  NLD 4 NLD 5 NLD 6 NLD 7 NLD 8 NLD 9 NLD 10 NLD 11 NLD 12
READING AGE  8.1– 8.3 8.4–8.7 8.8–9.0 9.1–9.3 9.4–9.7 9.8–10.0 10.1–10.3 10.4–10.7 10.8–11.0

TOWARDS AT BEYOND

 
CROSS-COUNTRY RUN

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE (POETRY)
AC: HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
– PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY 

HEALTH

 
MAJOR BLINK

TEXT TYPES: DESCRIPTION, 
 PROCEDURE

 
THE STAMP OF CREATIVITY

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
ROCK OR RAP?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
REALISTIC PAINTING

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
TELEVISION OR BOOKS: A DEBATE

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
THE ART OF ARCHITECTURE

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE RAINBOW SERPENT

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
URBAN ART

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
THE BENEFITS OF MUSIC

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING

AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
KEEP THE FOX FLYING!

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 

COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING QUESTIONS
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
PUPPETS AROUND THE WORLD

TEXT TYPES: INFORMATION REPORT, 
PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
CONNECTIONS

 
DRAWING EMOTIONS

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
CONNECTIONS

AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
SID THE SEAGULL

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/

SYNTHESISING INFORMATION 
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS, HEALTH AND 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION – PERSONAL, 

SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY HEALTH 

 
THE QUEEN’S SECRET

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING INFERENCES

AC: ARTS – DRAMA

 
PUBLIC ART: LOVE OR LOATHE IT?

TEXT TYPES: DISCUSSION, RESPONSE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
HOW OPTICAL ILLUSIONS WORK

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
LEGENDARY AND MYTHICAL CREATURES

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
VISUALISING

 
NEVER BORED AGAIN

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THREE CITIES

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

 
PIRATES’ PLUNDER

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
RIVERS IN OUR WORLD

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

INQUIRY AND SKILLS

 
ESCAPE FROM DARFUR

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
STAYING FIT AND HEALTHY 

TEXT TYPES:  
INFORMATION REPORT, PROCEDURE

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
THE FIRST AUSTRALIANS

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
COATS OF ARMS

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
FORCES OF NATURE

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCE

 
COUNTRY LIVING IS BEST!

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/

SYNTHESISING INFORMATION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE LOST AND FOUND CAMERA

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
INFERENCES

AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
YOU’VE GOT BUCKLEY’S!

TEXT TYPES: RECOUNT, NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  VISUALISING
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL SKILLS

 
INFRASTRUCTURE: 

WHO SHOULD PAY FOR IT?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

 
CAPTAIN JAMES COOK: 

NAVIGATOR AND EXPLORER
TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL SKILLS

 
OUR LAND

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
ASKING QUESTIONS

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL SKILLS

 
IMMIGRATION 

AFTER WORLD WAR II

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/
SYNTHESISING INFORMATION

 
EARTH’S SPHERES

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING

 
LIVE, WORK AND PLAY SAFELY

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
TELESCOPES!

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 

OF SCIENCE

 
DANGEROUS ANIMALS

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

 
LEONARDO DA VINCI: MY STORY

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 

OF SCIENCE

 
ZOOS

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

 
THE INTERNET: THEN AND NOW

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
NEWTON AND THE APPLE

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 

OF SCIENCE

 
THE GREAT STINK

TEXT TYPES: EXPOSITION, RECOUNT

 
IS IT POSSIBLE? CAN HUMANS FLY 

LIKE BIRDS?

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 

OF SCIENCE

 
RADIO WAVES

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE  

OF SCIENCE

 
IS IT POSSIBLE? CAN A PULLEY MAKE 

YOU SEEM STRONGER?

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING QUESTIONS
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
HUNT ON THE ICE

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/
SYNTHESISING INFORMATION

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
WHAT IS MOTION?

TEXT TYPES: EXPLANATION, PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
CONNECTIONS

AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
PATTERNS IN NATURE

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
CONNECTIONS 

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
STARS

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

 
PLASTIC: GOOD OR BAD?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
ASKING QUESTIONS

AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL SCIENCES

 
EARTH MOVERS

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
ASKING QUESTIONS 

AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 
SCIENCES

 
THE BIGGEST TELESCOPE ON EARTH

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING

 
A DESERT HABITAT

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 

Room 15’s Discoveries

A class blog is an excellent way for 
students and teachers to share their 
learning. Publishing a class blog 
provides an opportunity for students 
and teachers to interact with the 
wider school community. Here’s how 
to set up a class blog. (Some of the 
steps are only for the teacher.)

Goal 
To start a class blog 

Equipment
You will need:

• some computers
• an internet connection.

How  to  Start a  Class  Blog
 Phillip Simpson

6. Set up student accounts (teacher-only 
step). Learn how to add, delete and edit 
student accounts. Record each student’s 
login information.

7. Ensure you have parental permission 
for students to participate in blogging 
activities (teacher-only step).  
Introduce your blog to parents so  
they can read it.

8. Set the rules for who can access the 
blog (teacher-only step). This step is 
important because it keeps children 
cyber-safe. 

9. Learn about identity theft (someone 
stealing your identity), copyright rules 
(how much of another person’s work 
you can use) and how students should 
avoid cyber-bullying (when online 
technologies are used to bully others).

Steps

1. Choose the correct blogging platform 
(teacher-only step). A blogging 
platform is an online program that you 
use to create your blog. The program 
must be safe and easy to use for 
students and teachers. There are many 
programs and a lot of them are free 
and designed for schools. Choose a 
platform that offers support in case 
you have technical problems. 

2. Set up your username, display name 
and password (teacher-only step).  
Your username is the name you use to  
sign into your blog dashboard, which  
is the screen you use to edit the blog.  
Your display name is displayed on 
posts and comments you write.

3. Set up the name of your blog.  
Choose a name that reflects the 
purpose of your class blog, and one 
that all of your classmates can relate 
to; for example, Room 15’s Discoveries.

4. Set your guidelines (teacher-only step). 
There are questions for you and your 
class to consider. For example, will  
photos of the class members be 
included? Will your blog come up  
in internet searches?

5. Discuss with your classmates the 
purpose of your class blog and how  
you will use it. Decide what types of 
content you want to have on your  
class blog. Discuss this with your class. 

Learn about identity theft, copyright 
rules and cyber-bullying.

10.    Learn how to make posts and edit 
blog pages. Make your posts and 
blog pages more exciting by adding 
photos, video feeds and other links.

11.    Start blogging. Learning to blog will 
take a while, but soon you’ll be  
an expert!

Topics to Blog About
Here are some things you and your 
classmates might like to blog about:

• what we did in the school holidays

• what we learnt last term and what we are 
going to learn about this term

• our work from last term, such as 
published story writing

• interviews we have conducted with  
our classmates about a range of topics

• a description of our classroom and  
our school

• a recount of an event, such as an athletics 

day or a field trip.

About Us Fun Facts Class Profiles Older Blog Entries 

Welcome
Welcome to Room 15’s Discoveries! We will be posting about 

all of the interesting things we learn during the year. We will 

also be improving our computer skills at the same time.  

We hope you enjoy reading our blog! 

If you would like to see how we set up our class blog, just 

watch the video below.

Room 15

View Full Profile u

Register via email to stay  
up-to-date!

Why Have a Class Blog?
Having a class blog teaches students and 
teachers about using online tools. It also 
teaches them about what is appropriate 
online behaviour. Blogging gives everyone 
an opportunity to have their voice heard 
by an audience that is wider than just the 
school community. Blogging is also about 
sharing students’ learning, and reflecting 
on what they have learnt.

an example of what your blog can look like

HOW TO START A CLASS BLOG
TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
COMPREHENSION SKILL:  

ASKING QUESTIONS
AC: DESIGN & TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING

What Are Some of the  
Techniques Photographers  
Use to Create Their Art?

Contrast 
The subject of a photograph really 
stands out when it is shown using 
contrast. Photographers can create 
contrast by setting light colours against 
dark or strong colours. Black and white 
photographs are an effective way to 
present scenes with strong contrast.  
This effect looks dramatic and can give  
a photograph an old-fashioned feel.

Extreme Close-Ups
Our eyes are used to always  seeing 
everyday objects from the same 
distance. However, when a photographer 
uses a zoom lens to get in close and 
portray an everyday object in great 
detail, the effect can look quite  
startling and unfamiliar.

Photography is an art 
form that allows the 
photographer to capture 
amazing images of 
the world. A painter 
uses a paintbrush to 
show people something 
they have never seen 
before, and to cause 
an emotional reaction. 
A photographer can do 
the same thing using a 
camera.

Art Through the  
Lens of a Camera 

Dark and light 
colours look 
dramatic in 
black and white 
photographs.

A photographer can capture 
emotion shown through 
body language.

a railway track seen through 
a wide-angle lens

a photograph 
of a dandelion 
taken through 
a macro lens

Digital enhancement can make 
the impossible seem real.

Digital Enhancement
Computers can play a vital role  
in the creation of photographic art. 
Software programs can be used to  
create special effects, such as adding 
multiple layers to a photograph, 
or changing its colour saturation 
or background. These effects can 
create powerful and magical images. 
As technology develops, other 
special effects will become available. 
Photographic artists will be able to 
develop even more imaginative ways 
to alter images.

Photographers use their cameras  
to create works of art. They need  
a lot of skill and an understanding 
of photographic techniques to make 
these images. Their contribution to 
the world of art is just as important 
as that of any other type of artist.

Wide Angles
When a photographer uses a 
wide-angle lens, the result is very 
different to an extreme close-up. 
The image seems to curve and draws 
viewers into the photograph. This 
can make viewers feel that they 
are right in a vivid scene, not just 
observing it from outside.

Emotion
Usually, when a photographer takes 
a portrait photo, he or she asks 
the subject to smile at the camera. 
But what if the subject doesn’t feel 
like smiling? A photographic artist 
can show the emotions felt by the 
subject without saying a word. Often 
the emotion in a photograph can tell 
a whole story and affect the viewer’s 
emotions, too.

ART THROUGH THE LENS OF 
A CAMERA

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION 
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

VISUALISING
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

BLOG

Crusty, Cheeseball and Gloopy

 Posted Friday, 14 June

Hello everyone,

My job is to write stories for young readers, and I’m 
super excited! I’m planning to write a new book called 
Grubble Trouble. It’s about a boy called Grubble who plays 
tricks on his sister, like putting a fake eyeball in her lunchbox. 
Or maybe he’s from Planet Stinkoid and has the pongiest 
feet in the universe. I haven’t decided yet! I have oodles of 
ideas whizzing around my brain, crying: Pick me! Pick me! 
My challenge is to form all of my ideas into a cohesive story 
that young people will enjoy reading. 

I think writing is fun. I get to make up people who don’t really 
exist! I can make up their ages and what they look like, and 
I can give them any name I like. Actually, I keep a list of names 
that I might use in a story one day. For pirates, I have Jelly  Legs 
and Fishcake. For baddies, I have Crusty, Cheeseball and Gloopy. 
Hmmm … maybe I’ll put Cheeseball in my new story.

Meet the Author
Jill McDougall

Illustrations by Lisa Coutts

Roald Dahl, awesome author!

Grubble the toad? Grubble the rock star?

I get some brilliant ideas 
for my stories while I’m 
out and about!

I think the worst part of writing is when 
my brain goes on strike. Sometimes I stare 
at the computer screen but no ideas come. 
Trust me, staring doesn’t help. It’s better to 
go for a walk and talk out loud. I pretend 
I’m having a chat with my characters, and 
I ask them questions, such as: “How are 
you going to save the planet?” or “How will 
you escape from Mr Evil?” Mind you, I get 
some funny looks from people walking past. 
Perhaps I need a sign on my hat that says:  
WRITER AT WORK J

I love being a writer because I get to 
imagine characters, give them names and 
personalities, and send them on amazing 
adventures. Sometimes I find that my ideas 
for a story and its characters flow easily 
onto the page. At other times, when the 
ideas don’t flow, writing is hard work. 
Either way, it’s all part of the challenge  
of being a writer!

One of my favourite children’s writers, Roald Dahl, chose 
names for his characters that matched their personalities. 
Cruel Aunt  Spiker in James and the Giant Peach is pointy and 
sharp like a spike. In Matilda, the sweet-tempered teacher is 
called Miss Honey. Perfect. I like to use names that match my 
characters too, as I feel that their names help to describe who 
they are.

Another fun part of writing is deciding what kind of person 
or thing the main character will be. Will my Grubble be a pirate, 
a toad, an alien or a rock star? I want to create someone 
exciting and fun who children will enjoy reading about. Pirates 
are popular, but can toads be exciting and fun? Actually, yes! 
Morris Gleitzman wrote a very funny book called Toad Rage, 
about a young toad’s quest to make humans like him.

MEET THE AUTHOR
TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
EVALUATING/SYNTHESISING 

INFORMATION

Georgia was a little girl with a big 
mission on her hands. She wanted to  
help save the world’s rarest dolphin – the 
Maui’s dolphin – from becoming extinct. 

She made sure everybody at her school 
knew about the dangers the rare Maui’s 
dolphin faced. One day, Georgia went to  
see the mayor with her friends, Jake and 
Lucy, to make sure the authorities knew, too.

“Excuse me, Georgia, but just how many 
Maui’s dolphins did you say are left in the 
world?” the mayor asked.

“Fewer than a hundred!” she replied.
“Really? That’s terrible,” cried the mayor.  

She stared at Georgia. “I’m afraid I don’t 
see how I can help you. I’m the mayor of 
this city, not the mayor of the sea. How  
can I help save these dolphins?”

The mayor sat up in her chair. 
Georgia pulled out some other pieces of 

rubbish from a bag. “All this other junk ends 
up in the sea poisoning the fish, too,” she said. 
“You know that poisoned fish mean poisoned 
dolphins, don’t you …?”

The mayor grabbed the bag of rubbish.  
“This is outrageous! We need to act right away 
before any more Maui’s dolphins die.”

“I know,” said Georgia. “That’s exactly why 
I’m here today!”

Two weeks later, Georgia was thrilled to 
see large warning signs at the beach telling 
people to protect the Maui’s dolphin by 
not dropping rubbish. There were also large 
recycling bins with paintings of dolphins on 
their sides.

She watched with her friends in delight as 
a volunteer group swept the beach looking 
for loose rubbish. The leader of the group 
was the mayor.

“This is fantastic!” Georgia said to the 
mayor. “We’re going to help save the lives of 
some Maui’s dolphins by doing all of this.”

“I know we will,” the mayor chuckled. 
“And I am going to personally make sure  
of it, too … now that I am the mayor of  
the city and the sea, you know!”

An Endangered Species
The world’s rarest dolphin, the Maui’s dolphin, can only be found in 
the waters off the west coast of New Zealand. Commercial fishing 
threatens the survival of the Maui’s dolphins because they get caught 
in the nets and die. Even if this kind of fishing was banned, pollution 
would still take a toll on the rare dolphin’s dwindling numbers.

“You can try and help me save their 
habitat, for a start!” Georgia took out  
a map.

“The Maui’s dolphins live really close to  
our beach. Their natural home is only a  
few kilometres off our shoreline.”

Georgia pulled out an old plastic bag. 
“We need to stop polluting our coast this 
instant! Loose rubbish is one of the things 
endangering the lives of the dolphins.”

She handed the mayor the dirty plastic 
bag. “The dolphins chase after the bags 
because they think they’re squid. When 
they swallow them, they die!”

Peter Millett
Sarah Davis

Save the Maui’s Dolphin!

SAVE THE MAUI’S DOLPHIN!
TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING
AC: GEOGRAPHY – 

GEOGRAPHICAL KNOWLEDGE 
AND UNDERSTANDING

Your Bright Future Lies in New South Wales!
Passengers await immigrant ship, 1870.

immigrant women working for wealthy families

the Female Immigration Depot

a young man of the colony Australian family portrait 1890

Would you like to step into a good, guaranteed 
job? Do you want to join family or friends already 
enjoying life in the young, vibrant colony of  
New South Wales, Australia? Would you like to be 
married? Then government-assisted passage is for 
you! We need young, strong English, Scottish, Irish 
and Welsh women – women like you!

There are many reasons for you to consider a new 
beginning in New South Wales. First, and most 
importantly, assisted immigration provides an 
affordable way to start a new life. The Government 
of New South Wales is offering young, healthy, 
working class women of good character the 
opportunity to travel to New South Wales either 
entirely free or at very low cost. 

This offer is too good to miss!

Second, strong and healthy 
young women are in 
great demand as domestic 
servants in the colony. 
There are many good 
positions available, both in 
the towns and the country. 
Positions in remote areas 
are also on offer for those 
with adventurous spirits. 

Third, many young women have already travelled to 
New South Wales to their great advantage, such as a group 
of Irish orphan girls who fled the potato famine and arrived 
in New South Wales on the ship Earl Grey. All of these young 
women have been placed in advantageous domestic positions. 

Their bright futures are assured. 
In addition, you will not be left to fend for yourself on 
arrival. There is respectable accommodation at the Female 
Immigration Depot in Hyde Park, Sydney. Young women are 
protected and cared for there until they are collected by 
family members or suitable employment is found for them.

For those of limited skills, 
there are opportunities to learn 
reading, writing, housekeeping 
and cooking, through classes 
run by charitable ladies in the 
community.

Furthermore, there are many 
opportunities for marriage. In 
New South Wales, the ratio of 
men to women is seven to one. 
Respectable, hard-working men 
are actively looking for young 
women like you to become 
wives and mothers, and to 
build families that will prosper 
in this new, free country.

Young women, do not delay! 
Contact our offices today and secure your  

bright future in New South Wales!

 Pamela Rushby

A NEW WORLD, A NEW 
BEGINNING!

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION 
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

EVALUATING/SYNTHESISING 
INFORMATION

For as long as humans have lived on Earth, they have 
used natural resources to survive. Humans have always 
breathed air, drunk water, and used things found 
in the environment for food, shelter, transport and 
safety. Natural resources such as light, water, wind, 
plants, animals, rocks and minerals have been used in 

different ways at different times in history. 

In early Stone Age times, nomadic people gathered plants 
and hunted animals for food. They used plants and animal 
hides to build shelters. They made tools and weapons from 
wood, bone and stone. Hunter-gatherer people lived by 
their knowledge of when certain foods would be abundant. 
For example, Indigenous Australians gathered in particular 
places at certain times of the year to collect bogong 
moths and bunya nuts. 

From Stone Tools  
 to Solar Power

weapons in the Stone Age

painting of an Ancient Egyptian sailboat

Wind turbines and solar panels 
convert energy from wind and 
sunlight into power that people 
can use.

working with fire in the Bronze Age

a coal-powered train

artist’s impression of Indigenous 
Australians gathering bogong moths

From about 8000 BCE, some humans 
changed from being nomads to farmers. 
They settled in one place, grew crops 
to eat and raised animals for food and 
carrying things. They wove plant fibres  
and animal fleeces to make clothing. 

Thousands of years after the Stone Age, 
humans learnt to make their tools and 
weapons out of metal. At first, they used 
soft copper and gold. Then, they used fire 
to create a harder metal called bronze. 
This began a period called the Bronze Age 
(about 3500 BCE to 1200 BCE). 

Pamela Rushby

Conflicts began between countries and 
organisations over access to fossil fuels.

In the last century, solar panels and wind 
turbines have been used to generate energy. 
Geothermal energy, a natural resource 
produced from the heat within the earth, 
has been developed recently.

Around 1200 BCE, humans 
learnt to make stronger tools 
and weapons from iron.  
The Iron Age lasted until 
about 1200 CE. Humans also 
used wind to sail boats, and 
burned coal to release heat. 

Since the Industrial Revolution, 
which began in the 1700s, 
humans have produced 
energy from fossil fuels like 
coal, oil and natural gas. 
Eventually, they realised  that 
these non-renewable resources 
would run out one day. 

Throughout human history, people have learnt that 
some natural resources, such as sunlight and wind, are 
virtually limitless. They have seen renewable resources 
replace themselves eventually; for example, as farmers 
they planted new crops to replace what they consumed. 
People have discovered that some natural resources,  
like coal, oil and natural gas, are non-renewable.  
Humans have always depended on natural resources  
to live; over time they have learnt that it is important  
to conserve these resources. 

FROM STONE TOOLS TO 
SOLAR  POWER

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
COMPREHENSION SKILL:  MAKING 

CONNECTIONS
AC: DESIGN & TECHNOLOGIES , 

GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL – 
KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING

EARTH’S CRUST

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION 
REPORT

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
DETERMINING IMPORTANT 

IDEAS

BLOG

We Are Only Human! 

Blog Host:       posted Tuesday, 7.25 pm

Welcome to my blog, We Are Only Human! In this post, I ask: 
what influences human development most? Is it genetics; 
that is, what is passed on to us by our parents, like height or 
intelligence? Or does the environment we grow up in affect 
who we become? What is your opinion?

Environment and Genetics: 
Which Is Stronger?

Twins often develop similar interests.

Children learn many things from the 
people around them.

A baby’s environment shapes who they 
grow up to be.

environment: 
a person’s surroundings, 
including the other people 
they encounter and how those 
people behave

Jack: posted Tuesday, 8.02 pm

Many people believe that genetics has the most impact on 
us. There are cases where twins separated at birth have met 
as adults. They look exactly alike, but they also have identical 
interests in areas such as music, sport and food, even though 
they were raised in different environments. Genetics definitely 
affects who we become.

Rochanie:  posted Tuesday, 8.14 pm

Consider also how in history, overcoming genetics has failed. 
For example, people used to think that writing with your left 
hand was bad. A lot of left-handed children were forced to 
learn to write with their right hands. But even after many 
years, most of those kids still found writing left-handed easier.

Lindsay: posted Tuesday, 8.35 pm

On the other hand, evidence shows that environment has 
great influence on how people develop. This is most obvious 
in the way children learn from what is around them. For 
instance, if a child grows up with a parent who has a terrible 
fear of thunderstorms, that child may learn to be afraid of 
storms, too.

Ruby:  posted Wednesday, 8.45 am

In addition, recent studies show that all babies have the 
potential to learn, but that their intelligence can be helped by 
a good environment. So if you had identical twins and one was 
read to and talked to and played with, and the other was not, 
those twins would develop different levels of intelligence.

genetics: 
the characteristics, such as eye 
colour, that a person inherits 
from their biological parents

Walid:  posted Wednesday, 10.50 am

The influence of environment is also supported by a case in 
France in 1799, when hunters found a twelve-year-old boy 
who had been brought up among wolves. He was taken 
back into the human world, but he never learnt to function 
as a human being. That suggests that we learn behaviours; 
environment influences us most.

Blog Host: posted Wednesday, 7.29 pm

There is strong evidence supporting both sides of the 
argument over whether genetics or environment has a 
greater influence on human development. Because of this,  
I suggest that a human’s development could be the result  
of the interaction of both forces – genetics and environment.

home
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language features
text type: discussion (persuasive)  •  comprehension focus: making inferences
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ENVIRONMENT AND 
GENETICS: WHICH IS 

STRONGER?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION 

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING INFERENCES
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Shadows

As the day passes, your shadow gets longer or shorter. It 
is shortest at midday, because the Sun is directly overhead. 
That means you are only blocking the light from reaching 
the ground right at your feet. In the morning and afternoon, 
the Sun is to one side of you. That means you are blocking 
the light from reaching the ground on your other side, so 
your shadow is longer.

Shadows can also change in 
size depending on how far 
away the object is from the 
light source. Try standing 
between a light and a 
flat wall and look at your 
shadow. When you move 
towards the light, you will 
see that your shadow grows 
larger. This is because the 
size of an object’s shadow 
depends on the angle at 
which the light hits it.

If you are closer to the light, the 
angle at which you block the light 
is bigger, so your shadow is bigger.

Earth and the Moon have 
such large shadows, they can 
eclipse the light of the Sun.

Astronomical Shadows
What Happens in a Solar Eclipse?
The Moon has a shadow like everything else. Most of the 
time the Moon’s shadow falls on empty space. But as  
the Moon orbits Earth, it sometimes passes right between 
the Sun and Earth. Then the Moon’s shadow falls on 
Earth, and everything under the shadow is dark. This 
phenomenon is called a solar eclipse.

Carmel Reilly
Illustrations by Nives Porcellato and Andrew Craig

Your Shadow
Shadows are everywhere. Your own shadow 
follows you around, changing in appearance 
throughout the day. Larger shadows cause 
dramatic events like eclipses. But what are 
shadows, and why do they change?

A shadow is an area on the ground or another 
surface that is darker than the surrounding area, 
because an object is blocking direct light from 
reaching it. In the case of your own daytime 
shadow, the direct light comes from the Sun, 
and the object that blocks the Sun’s light is you. 
Your shadow follows you around because you 
are always blocking the light between the Sun 
and the ground.

What Happens in a Lunar Eclipse?
Just as the Moon sometimes comes between 
the Sun and Earth, sometimes Earth comes 
between the Sun and the Moon. This is called 
a lunar eclipse. This time it is Earth’s shadow 
that is cast on the Moon. From Earth, we see 
the Moon becoming dark as Earth’s shadow 
passes across the Moon’s face.

Summary
A shadow is a place where there is less 
light, because an object is blocking it. 
Even though an object stays the same 
size, the size of its shadow can change 
depending on where the light is coming 
from. Some shadows are always quite 
small, like your own daytime shadow, 
and some are so large they cause solar 
and lunar eclipses.

SHADOWS

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
ASKING QUESTIONS

ARTS BIG BOOK 4
DIGITAL ART

9780170184151
TEXT TYPES: EXPOSITION, RESPONSE, 

NARRATIVE 
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING, 
ARTS –VISUAL ARTS

HUMANITIES BIG BOOK 4
THE COST OF LIVING

9780170184137
TEXT TYPES: DESCRIPTION, RECOUNT, 

INFORMATION REPORT 
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING, 
ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS – KNOWLEDGE 

AND UNDERSTANDING

SCIENCES BIG BOOK 4
A WILD WORLD OF WATER

9780170184144
TEXT TYPES: EXPLANATION, DISCUSSION, 

PROCEDURE 
AC: SCIENCES – EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCES
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Fiction and Non-fiction Books
READING LEVEL  NLD 7 NLD 8 NLD 9 NLD 10 NLD 11 NLD 12 NLD 13 NLD 14 NLD 15
READING AGE  9.1– 9.3 9.4–9.7 9.8–10.0 10.1–10.3 10.4–10.7 10.8–11.0 11.1–11.3 11.4–11.7 11.8–12.0

TOWARDS AT BEYOND

 
PLANET RANSOM

9780170217507

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

 
OUR FRIEND, OLD BOB

9780170217514

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
STARS OF THE RED CARPET

9780170217521

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 
– READER’S THEATRE

AC: ARTS –MUSIC

 
VAGNAROK FINDS A SWEETHEART

9780170217538

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 
– READER’S THEATRE

 
THE ZEBEDIAH MUTINY

9780170217545

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
CSI: CLASSROOM

9780170217552

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
A MUSIC DREAM COMES TRUE

9780170217330

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: ARTS –MUSIC

 
FIREWORKS ART

9780170217347

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
TELEVISION TEACHES TOO!

9780170217354

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: ARTS –MEDIA ARTS

 
DESIGNING FOR CINEMAS

9780170217361

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
A WRITER’S INVITATION INTO AN 

IMAGINARY WORLD

9780170217712

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

 
OUTSIDE BROADCASTS

9780170217378

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: ARTS –MEDIA ARTS

 
THE GRYFFENSTRYKKE

9780170217569

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE – GRAPHIC 
FICTION

 
ESCAPE FROM THE MINOTAUR

9780170217576

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

 
ROCK STAR!

9780170217583

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
EXIT RAMP TO THE UNDERWORLD

9780170217590

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
IHSAN AND THE WOUNDED ANZAC

9780170217606

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
SUMMIT AT THE SLEEPY INN

9780170217613

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE LOGBOOK OF THE TIMANDRA

9780170217385

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
ECO-HEROES, AGENTS OF CHANGE

9780170217392

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
CAN YOU GO TO SCHOOL?

9780170217408

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
SMILE FOR THE CAMERA!

9780170217415

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
AC: ARTS –MEDIA ARTS

 
BMX RACERS

9780170217422

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
GOLD FEVER

9780170217439

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
BARBECUE OVERLOAD

9780170217620

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE TREASURE SHIP OF ST ISABELLA

9780170217637

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE TALE OF THE 

TROUBLESOME TOAD

9780170217644

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE STOLEN FIGS OF GILGAL

9780170217651

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE GREAT GOLDEN NUGGET 

OF UTAH

9780170217668

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE RHYMACHINE 
OF RUFUS MCLEAN

9780170217675

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 
– PROSE/POETRY

 
ANIMALS OF THE DARK

9780170217446

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

 
SOUND OUT THE DIGESTIVE SYSTEM

9780170217453

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION – PER-
SONAL, SOCIAL & COMMUNITY HEALTH

 
EXTRATERRESTRIAL (ET) SEARCH

9780170217460

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCES

 
SCIENCE OF FOOD TREATS

9780170217477

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL SCIENCES, 
HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION – 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL & COMMUNITY HEALTH

 
HIGH VELOCITY V8s

9780170217484

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
WILD WEATHER REPORTING

9780170217491

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES
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Exemplar and Comprehension CardsFiction and Non-fiction Books
READING LEVEL  NLD 7 NLD 8 NLD 9 NLD 10 NLD 11 NLD 12 NLD 13 NLD 14 NLD 15
READING AGE  9.1– 9.3 9.4–9.7 9.8–10.0 10.1–10.3 10.4–10.7 10.8–11.0 11.1–11.3 11.4–11.7 11.8–12.0

TOWARDS AT BEYOND
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TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
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9780170217514

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
STARS OF THE RED CARPET

9780170217521

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 
– READER’S THEATRE

AC: ARTS –MUSIC
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9780170217538

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 
– READER’S THEATRE

 
THE ZEBEDIAH MUTINY

9780170217545

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
CSI: CLASSROOM

9780170217552

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
A MUSIC DREAM COMES TRUE

9780170217330

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: ARTS –MUSIC

 
FIREWORKS ART

9780170217347

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
TELEVISION TEACHES TOO!

9780170217354

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: ARTS –MEDIA ARTS

 
DESIGNING FOR CINEMAS

9780170217361

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
A WRITER’S INVITATION INTO AN 

IMAGINARY WORLD

9780170217712

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

 
OUTSIDE BROADCASTS

9780170217378

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: ARTS –MEDIA ARTS

 
THE GRYFFENSTRYKKE

9780170217569

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE – GRAPHIC 
FICTION

 
ESCAPE FROM THE MINOTAUR

9780170217576

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

 
ROCK STAR!

9780170217583

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
EXIT RAMP TO THE UNDERWORLD

9780170217590

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
IHSAN AND THE WOUNDED ANZAC

9780170217606

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING
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TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING
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TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
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9780170217392
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KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
CAN YOU GO TO SCHOOL?

9780170217408

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
SMILE FOR THE CAMERA!

9780170217415

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
AC: ARTS –MEDIA ARTS

 
BMX RACERS

9780170217422

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
GOLD FEVER

9780170217439

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
BARBECUE OVERLOAD

9780170217620

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE TREASURE SHIP OF ST ISABELLA

9780170217637

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE TALE OF THE 

TROUBLESOME TOAD

9780170217644

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE STOLEN FIGS OF GILGAL

9780170217651

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE GREAT GOLDEN NUGGET 

OF UTAH

9780170217668

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE RHYMACHINE 
OF RUFUS MCLEAN

9780170217675

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 
– PROSE/POETRY

 
ANIMALS OF THE DARK

9780170217446

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 

 
SOUND OUT THE DIGESTIVE SYSTEM

9780170217453

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES, 

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION – PER-
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EXTRATERRESTRIAL (ET) SEARCH

9780170217460

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCES

 
SCIENCE OF FOOD TREATS

9780170217477

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL SCIENCES, 
HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION – 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL & COMMUNITY HEALTH

 
HIGH VELOCITY V8s

9780170217484

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
WILD WEATHER REPORTING

9780170217491

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

READING LEVEL  NLD 7 NLD 8 NLD 9 NLD 10 NLD 11 NLD 12 NLD 13 NLD 14 NLD 15
READING AGE  9.1– 9.3 9.4–9.7 9.8–10.0 10.1–10.3 10.4–10.7 10.8–11.0 11.1–11.3 11.4–11.7 11.8–12.0

TOWARDS AT BEYOND

 
RAP AS POETRY

TEXT TYPES: NARRATIVE (POETRY), 
DESCRIPTION

AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
CELEBRATION FOR THE QUEEN

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE AND 
UNDERSTANDING, CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
DESIGNING FOR READERS

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
UNAUTHORISED ARTISTS

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
MAUI AND THE TAMING OF THE SUN

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
MESSAGES IN ADVERTISING

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
DANCES OF THE WORLD

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: ARTS – DANCE

 
AKA: AUTHOR PSEUDONYMS

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

 
DESIGNING FOR FILM AND TV

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
EDITING FILMS

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
THE FOUR WINDS

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
INFERENCES

WHO CAN MAKE ART?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING 
QUESTIONS

AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
JOIN THE SHINING STARS BALLET SCHOOL!

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/
SYNTHESISING INFORMATION

AC: ARTS – DANCE

 
JUNIOR LIFE SAVERS

TEXT TYPES: INFORMATION REPORT, 
EXPOSITION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING QUESTIONS
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
KEYBOARDS PAST AND PRESENT

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
EAST MEETS WEST IN ART

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
INDUSTRIAL DESIGN: ART PLUS SCIENCE

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING 
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
CONVICT BALLADS

TEXT TYPES: RECOUNT, NARRATIVE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 

INFERENCES
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
CURRENCY LADS

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
HOW CLIMATES HAVE AFFECTED HUMANS

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
BEST FRIENDS FOREVER

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: CIVIS AND CITIZENSHIP – SKILLS

 
MIGRATION LONG AGO

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE AGE OF DISCOVERY

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
SURVIVING IN UNUSUAL PLACES

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
A VERY STRANGE NIGHT

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
MEGACITIES

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
GOLD IN THE 1850s AND 1860s

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING 

QUESTIONS
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
NEEDS VERSUS WANTS

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS
AC: ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
COLONIAL FRONTIERS

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 

INFERENCES 
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
REBELS OR FREEDOM FIGHTERS?

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 

INFERENCES 
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
PLANNING A CITY

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING 
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
LAW AND ORDER IN THE COMMUNITY

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING 

QUESTIONS 
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE BRITISH LEGACY

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING, 

HISTORY – HISTORICAL SKILLS

 
TRADITIONAL INDIGENOUS LAND USE

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE COMMON LAW SYSTEM

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUAT-
ING/SYNTHESISING INFORMATION 

AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
CYCLONE!

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
BILLY THE FROG

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
IS IT POSSIBLE? THE BEST COOKED POTATO

TEXT TYPES: RECOUNT, PROCEDURE
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
ASTEROID, METEOROID AND COMET 

FACTS

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
THE MECHANICS OF MOVEMENT

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
CHARLES DARWIN: THE BEAGLE AND 

BEYOND

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 

OF SCIENCE

 
HOW A CAMERA WORKS

TEXT TYPES: EXPLANATION, 
PROCEDURE

AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 
OF SCIENCE

 
SPACE PROBES

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
HOW THE HUMAN BODY WORKS

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL 

SCIENCES, HEALTH & PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION – PERSONAL, SOCIAL & 

COMMUNITY HEALTH

 
THE CHEMISTRY OF COOKING

TEXT TYPES: EXPLANATION, PROCEDURE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/

SYNTHESISING INFORMATION
AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL SCIENCES, 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – KNOWL-
EDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
SIR JOSEPH BANKS SOUTH PACIFIC SCIENTIST

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING 

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE 
AND UNDERSTANDING, SCIENCE – USE AND 

INFLUENCE OF SCIENCE

 
IS IT POSSIBLE? WHAT IS COLOUR?

TEXT TYPES: EXPLANATION, PROCEDURE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
MY SPECIAL UPSIDE-DOWN BIRTHDAY

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

MAKING INFERENCES

 
WHAT IS SLEEP?

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

ASKING QUESTIONS

 
A SOLAR-POWERED PLANET

TEXT TYPES: DESCRIPTION, PROCEDURE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
MEGAFAUNA: GIANTS OF THE PAST

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/
SYNTHESISING INFORMATION

 
DAZZILING FACTS ABOUT LIGHT

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING 
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
AIR AND WATER

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING 

AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 
SCIENCES

LEVELLED TEXT PACK 9780170161305

AC: Supports implementation of the Australian Curriculum as specified.†

C
O

M
PR

EH
EN

SI
O

N
 

C
A

R
D

S
C

O
M

PR
EH

EN
SI

O
N

 
C

A
R

D
S

C
O

M
PR

EH
EN

SI
O

N
 

C
A

R
D

S
EX

EM
PL

A
R

 
C

A
R

D
S

EX
EM

PL
A

R
 

C
A

R
D

S
EX

EM
PL

A
R

 
C

A
R

D
S

COMPREHENSION CARDS KIT 5 9780170351676
COMPREHENSION CARDS ARE ONLY AVAILALBE IN BOXED SETS
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Grid KeyEXEMPLAR CARDS KIT 5 9780170198172
EXEMPLAR CARDS ARE ONLY AVAILALBE IN BOXED SETS*Exemplar and Comprehension Cards

READING LEVEL  NLD 7 NLD 8 NLD 9 NLD 10 NLD 11 NLD 12 NLD 13 NLD 14 NLD 15
READING AGE  9.1– 9.3 9.4–9.7 9.8–10.0 10.1–10.3 10.4–10.7 10.8–11.0 11.1–11.3 11.4–11.7 11.8–12.0

TOWARDS AT BEYOND

 
RAP AS POETRY

TEXT TYPES: NARRATIVE (POETRY), 
DESCRIPTION

AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
CELEBRATION FOR THE QUEEN

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE AND 
UNDERSTANDING, CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
DESIGNING FOR READERS

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
UNAUTHORISED ARTISTS

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
MAUI AND THE TAMING OF THE SUN

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
MESSAGES IN ADVERTISING

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
DANCES OF THE WORLD

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: ARTS – DANCE

 
AKA: AUTHOR PSEUDONYMS

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

 
DESIGNING FOR FILM AND TV

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
EDITING FILMS

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
THE FOUR WINDS

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
INFERENCES

WHO CAN MAKE ART?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING 
QUESTIONS

AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
JOIN THE SHINING STARS BALLET SCHOOL!

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/
SYNTHESISING INFORMATION

AC: ARTS – DANCE

 
JUNIOR LIFE SAVERS

TEXT TYPES: INFORMATION REPORT, 
EXPOSITION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING QUESTIONS
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
KEYBOARDS PAST AND PRESENT

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
EAST MEETS WEST IN ART

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
INDUSTRIAL DESIGN: ART PLUS SCIENCE

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING 
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
CONVICT BALLADS

TEXT TYPES: RECOUNT, NARRATIVE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 

INFERENCES
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
CURRENCY LADS

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
HOW CLIMATES HAVE AFFECTED HUMANS

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
BEST FRIENDS FOREVER

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: CIVIS AND CITIZENSHIP – SKILLS

 
MIGRATION LONG AGO

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE AGE OF DISCOVERY

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
SURVIVING IN UNUSUAL PLACES

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
A VERY STRANGE NIGHT

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
MEGACITIES

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
GOLD IN THE 1850s AND 1860s

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING 

QUESTIONS
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
NEEDS VERSUS WANTS

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS
AC: ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
COLONIAL FRONTIERS

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 

INFERENCES 
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
REBELS OR FREEDOM FIGHTERS?

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 

INFERENCES 
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
PLANNING A CITY

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING 
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
LAW AND ORDER IN THE COMMUNITY

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING 

QUESTIONS 
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE BRITISH LEGACY

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING, 

HISTORY – HISTORICAL SKILLS

 
TRADITIONAL INDIGENOUS LAND USE

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE COMMON LAW SYSTEM

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUAT-
ING/SYNTHESISING INFORMATION 

AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
CYCLONE!

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
BILLY THE FROG

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
IS IT POSSIBLE? THE BEST COOKED POTATO

TEXT TYPES: RECOUNT, PROCEDURE
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
ASTEROID, METEOROID AND COMET 

FACTS

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
THE MECHANICS OF MOVEMENT

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
CHARLES DARWIN: THE BEAGLE AND 

BEYOND

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 

OF SCIENCE

 
HOW A CAMERA WORKS

TEXT TYPES: EXPLANATION, 
PROCEDURE

AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 
OF SCIENCE

 
SPACE PROBES

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
HOW THE HUMAN BODY WORKS

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL 

SCIENCES, HEALTH & PHYSICAL 
EDUCATION – PERSONAL, SOCIAL & 

COMMUNITY HEALTH

 
THE CHEMISTRY OF COOKING

TEXT TYPES: EXPLANATION, PROCEDURE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/

SYNTHESISING INFORMATION
AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL SCIENCES, 

DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – KNOWL-
EDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
SIR JOSEPH BANKS SOUTH PACIFIC SCIENTIST

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING 

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE 
AND UNDERSTANDING, SCIENCE – USE AND 

INFLUENCE OF SCIENCE

 
IS IT POSSIBLE? WHAT IS COLOUR?

TEXT TYPES: EXPLANATION, PROCEDURE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
MY SPECIAL UPSIDE-DOWN BIRTHDAY

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

MAKING INFERENCES

 
WHAT IS SLEEP?

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

ASKING QUESTIONS

 
A SOLAR-POWERED PLANET

TEXT TYPES: DESCRIPTION, PROCEDURE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
MEGAFAUNA: GIANTS OF THE PAST

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/
SYNTHESISING INFORMATION

 
DAZZILING FACTS ABOUT LIGHT

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING 
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
AIR AND WATER

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING 

AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 
SCIENCES

AMY’S BRAINWAVE
TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
COMPREHENSION SKILL:  

MAKING INFERENCES
AC: DESIGN AND TECH-

NOLOGIES – KNOWLEDGE AND 
UNDERSTANDING

CAN ART MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT 
IDEAS

AC: ARTS – MUSIC, 
ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

EATING YOUR WORDS
TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
ASKING QUESTIONS

AC: ECONOMICS AND 
BUSINESS – KNOWLEDGE AND 

UNDERSTANDING

DREAMS OF A BETTER LIFE
TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: HISTORY – 
HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE AND 

UNDERSTANDING

PEOPLE AND THE LAND
TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: GEOGRAPHY – 
GEOGRAPHICAL KNOWLEDGE 

AND UNDERSTANDING

FAIR FOR ALL
TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
COMPREHENSION SKILL:  

EVALUATING/SYNTHESISING 
INFORMATION

AC: CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP – 
KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING

SOLIDS, LIQUIDS AND GASES

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
VISUALISING

AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL 
SCIENCES 

HOW BIG IS THE SOLAR SYSTEM?
TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
ASKING QUESTIONS

AC: SCIENCE – EARTH & SPACE 
SCIENCES

HOW TO GROW CACTI

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
DETERMINING IMPORTANT 

IDEAS

AC: Supports implementation of the Australian Curriculum as specified.†
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Grid KeyEXEMPLAR CARDS KIT 5 9780170198172

AMY’S BRAINWAVE
TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
COMPREHENSION SKILL:  

MAKING INFERENCES
AC: DESIGN AND TECH-

NOLOGIES – KNOWLEDGE AND 
UNDERSTANDING

CAN ART MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT 
IDEAS

AC: ARTS – MUSIC, 
ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

EATING YOUR WORDS
TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
ASKING QUESTIONS

AC: ECONOMICS AND 
BUSINESS – KNOWLEDGE AND 

UNDERSTANDING

DREAMS OF A BETTER LIFE
TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: HISTORY – 
HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE AND 

UNDERSTANDING

PEOPLE AND THE LAND
TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING CONNECTIONS

AC: GEOGRAPHY – 
GEOGRAPHICAL KNOWLEDGE 

AND UNDERSTANDING

FAIR FOR ALL
TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
COMPREHENSION SKILL:  

EVALUATING/SYNTHESISING 
INFORMATION

AC: CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP – 
KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING

SOLIDS, LIQUIDS AND GASES

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
VISUALISING

AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL 
SCIENCES 

HOW BIG IS THE SOLAR SYSTEM?
TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
ASKING QUESTIONS

AC: SCIENCE – EARTH & SPACE 
SCIENCES

HOW TO GROW CACTI

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
DETERMINING IMPORTANT 

IDEAS

ARTS BIG BOOK 5
ARCHITECTURE IS COOL

9780170217705
TEXT TYPES: NARRATIVE, RECOUNT, 

RESPONSE 
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

HUMANITIES BIG BOOK 5
WHAT’S YOUR GPS?

9780170217682
TEXT TYPES: EXPLANATION, EXPOSITION, 

INFORMATION REPORT 
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

SCIENCES BIG BOOK 5
NORTH POLE VERSUS SOUTH POLE

9780170217699
TEXT TYPES: DESCRIPTION, DISCUSSION, 

PROCEDURE 
AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL SCIENCES

INFORMATIVEIN IMAGINATIVEIM PERSUASIVEP

AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM TEXT TYPE CLASSIFICATION
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Fiction and Non-fiction Books
READING LEVEL  NLD 10 NLD 11 NLD 12 NLD 13 NLD 14 NLD 15 NLD 16 NLD 17 NLD 18
READING AGE  10.1–10.3 10.4–10.7 10.8–11.0 11.1–11.3 11.4–11.7 11.8–12.0 12.1–12.5 12.6–13.0 13.1+

TOWARDS AT BEYOND

 
DUE FOR DESTRUCTION

9780170229173

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 

 
QUEEN GENEVIEVE AND 

THE SOPPY SONGS

9780170229289

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT – PROSE/POETRY
AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
THE CHALK GIRL OF LITTLE INDIA

9780170229197

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
LA BOCA TWILIGHT

9780170229388

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
PIRATE SHIP MAKEOVER

9780170229203

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
PENNYWEATHER’S PROPRIETARY POTION

9780170229227

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – SKILLS, 

ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS – KNOWLEDGE 
AND UNDERSTANDING 

 
SO DRAMATIC!

9780170229357

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
AC: ARTS – DRAMA

 
COMMUNICATE WITH SYMBOLS 

9780170229371

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
DESIGN FOR MAXIMUM IMPACT 

9780170229210

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION 
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
DO YOU WANT TO DANCE?

9780170229364

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: ARTS – DANCE

 
A MONSTROUS HISTORY

9780170229395

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
MAGIC AND ILLUSION

9780170229401

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: ARTS – DRAMA

 
CROCODILE ESCAPE

9780170229234

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE BOOKSELLER OF TIMBUKTU

9780170229241

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

 
UXB: UNEXPLODED BOMB

9780170229487

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE – GRAPHIC FICTION
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
BY ORDER OF HIS MAJESTY, 

KING CLAUDE

9780170229258

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – SKILLS

 
THE ZEBEDIAH STOWAWAY

9780170229272

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE KINGDOM OF SUMMERDALE STREET

9780170229180

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
CANINE COMPANIONS

9780170229418

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

 
A HISTORY OF STRENGTH TO SURVIVE & WIN!

9780170229425
TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  
KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING, HEALTH 
AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION – PERSONAL,  

SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY HEALTH

 
WHERE WOULD YOU LIVE? 

9780170229449

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
ALONG THE RIVER NILE

9780170229265

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
1913: THE YEAR THE WORLD CHANGED

9780170229456
TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

AC: HISTORY, CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP, DESIGN 
& TECHNOLOGY, ECONOMICS & BUSINESS 

– KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING, ARTS, 
MEDIA ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
HOMES AFLOAT

9780170229463

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
NIGHTMARE ON FLIGHT 301

9780170229296

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
GARAMA, GARDEN OF THE SAHARA

9780170229302

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
INVASION FORCE: MICROBE

9780170229494

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL  SCIENCES

 
ATTACK OF THE GIANT 

MUTANT ZOMBIE SNAIL

9780170229319

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
READ BEFORE ASSEMBLY

9780170229333

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE VALENTINE’S DAY CURSE

9780170229340

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
ELECTRONIC ACCESS

9780170229470

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
JUNIOR DRAGSTER SCIENCE

9780170229432

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
INTERPLANETARY WEATHER BULLETIN

9780170229500

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
THE SCIENCE IN FOLKLORE & PROVERBS

9780170229326
TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION – READER’S THEATRE

AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 
OF SCIENCE

 
THE CHEMISTRY OF COSMETICS

9780170229517

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL SCIENCES 

 
WHERE DO MEDICINES COME FROM?

9780170229524

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL SCIENCES 
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Fiction and Non-fiction Books
READING LEVEL  NLD 10 NLD 11 NLD 12 NLD 13 NLD 14 NLD 15 NLD 16 NLD 17 NLD 18
READING AGE  10.1–10.3 10.4–10.7 10.8–11.0 11.1–11.3 11.4–11.7 11.8–12.0 12.1–12.5 12.6–13.0 13.1+

TOWARDS AT BEYOND

 
DUE FOR DESTRUCTION

9780170229173

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 

 
QUEEN GENEVIEVE AND 

THE SOPPY SONGS

9780170229289

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT – PROSE/POETRY
AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
THE CHALK GIRL OF LITTLE INDIA

9780170229197

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
LA BOCA TWILIGHT

9780170229388

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
PIRATE SHIP MAKEOVER

9780170229203

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
PENNYWEATHER’S PROPRIETARY POTION

9780170229227

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – SKILLS, 

ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS – KNOWLEDGE 
AND UNDERSTANDING 

 
SO DRAMATIC!

9780170229357

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
AC: ARTS – DRAMA

 
COMMUNICATE WITH SYMBOLS 

9780170229371

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
DESIGN FOR MAXIMUM IMPACT 

9780170229210

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION 
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
DO YOU WANT TO DANCE?

9780170229364

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: ARTS – DANCE

 
A MONSTROUS HISTORY

9780170229395

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
MAGIC AND ILLUSION

9780170229401

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: ARTS – DRAMA

 
CROCODILE ESCAPE

9780170229234

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE BOOKSELLER OF TIMBUKTU

9780170229241

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

 
UXB: UNEXPLODED BOMB

9780170229487

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE – GRAPHIC FICTION
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
BY ORDER OF HIS MAJESTY, 

KING CLAUDE

9780170229258

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – SKILLS

 
THE ZEBEDIAH STOWAWAY

9780170229272

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE KINGDOM OF SUMMERDALE STREET

9780170229180

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
CANINE COMPANIONS

9780170229418

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

 
A HISTORY OF STRENGTH TO SURVIVE & WIN!

9780170229425
TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  
KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING, HEALTH 
AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION – PERSONAL,  

SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY HEALTH

 
WHERE WOULD YOU LIVE? 

9780170229449

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
ALONG THE RIVER NILE

9780170229265

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
1913: THE YEAR THE WORLD CHANGED

9780170229456
TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

AC: HISTORY, CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP, DESIGN 
& TECHNOLOGY, ECONOMICS & BUSINESS 

– KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING, ARTS, 
MEDIA ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
HOMES AFLOAT

9780170229463

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
NIGHTMARE ON FLIGHT 301

9780170229296

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
GARAMA, GARDEN OF THE SAHARA

9780170229302

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
INVASION FORCE: MICROBE

9780170229494

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL  SCIENCES

 
ATTACK OF THE GIANT 

MUTANT ZOMBIE SNAIL

9780170229319

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
READ BEFORE ASSEMBLY

9780170229333

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE VALENTINE’S DAY CURSE

9780170229340

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
ELECTRONIC ACCESS

9780170229470

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
JUNIOR DRAGSTER SCIENCE

9780170229432

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
INTERPLANETARY WEATHER BULLETIN

9780170229500

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
THE SCIENCE IN FOLKLORE & PROVERBS

9780170229326
TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION – READER’S THEATRE

AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 
OF SCIENCE

 
THE CHEMISTRY OF COSMETICS

9780170229517

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL SCIENCES 

 
WHERE DO MEDICINES COME FROM?

9780170229524

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL SCIENCES 

LEVELLED TEXT PACK 9780170170048

AC: Supports implementation of the Australian Curriculum as specified.†
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Exemplar and Comprehension CardsFiction and Non-fiction Books
READING LEVEL  NLD 10 NLD 11 NLD 12 NLD 13 NLD 14 NLD 15 NLD 16 NLD 17 NLD 18
READING AGE  10.1–10.3 10.4–10.7 10.8–11.0 11.1–11.3 11.4–11.7 11.8–12.0 12.1–12.5 12.6–13.0 13.1+

TOWARDS AT BEYOND

 
DUE FOR DESTRUCTION

9780170229173

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE 

 
QUEEN GENEVIEVE AND 

THE SOPPY SONGS

9780170229289

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT – PROSE/POETRY
AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
THE CHALK GIRL OF LITTLE INDIA

9780170229197

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
LA BOCA TWILIGHT

9780170229388

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
PIRATE SHIP MAKEOVER

9780170229203

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
PENNYWEATHER’S PROPRIETARY POTION

9780170229227

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – SKILLS, 

ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS – KNOWLEDGE 
AND UNDERSTANDING 

 
SO DRAMATIC!

9780170229357

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
AC: ARTS – DRAMA

 
COMMUNICATE WITH SYMBOLS 

9780170229371

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
DESIGN FOR MAXIMUM IMPACT 

9780170229210

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION 
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
DO YOU WANT TO DANCE?

9780170229364

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: ARTS – DANCE

 
A MONSTROUS HISTORY

9780170229395

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
MAGIC AND ILLUSION

9780170229401

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: ARTS – DRAMA

 
CROCODILE ESCAPE

9780170229234

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE BOOKSELLER OF TIMBUKTU

9780170229241

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

 
UXB: UNEXPLODED BOMB

9780170229487

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE – GRAPHIC FICTION
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
BY ORDER OF HIS MAJESTY, 

KING CLAUDE

9780170229258

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – SKILLS

 
THE ZEBEDIAH STOWAWAY

9780170229272

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
THE KINGDOM OF SUMMERDALE STREET

9780170229180

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
CANINE COMPANIONS

9780170229418

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

 
A HISTORY OF STRENGTH TO SURVIVE & WIN!

9780170229425
TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  
KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING, HEALTH 
AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION – PERSONAL,  

SOCIAL AND COMMUNITY HEALTH

 
WHERE WOULD YOU LIVE? 

9780170229449

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
ALONG THE RIVER NILE

9780170229265

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
1913: THE YEAR THE WORLD CHANGED

9780170229456
TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

AC: HISTORY, CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP, DESIGN 
& TECHNOLOGY, ECONOMICS & BUSINESS 

– KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING, ARTS, 
MEDIA ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
HOMES AFLOAT

9780170229463

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
NIGHTMARE ON FLIGHT 301

9780170229296

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
GARAMA, GARDEN OF THE SAHARA

9780170229302

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
INVASION FORCE: MICROBE

9780170229494

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL  SCIENCES

 
ATTACK OF THE GIANT 

MUTANT ZOMBIE SNAIL

9780170229319

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
READ BEFORE ASSEMBLY

9780170229333

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE VALENTINE’S DAY CURSE

9780170229340

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
ELECTRONIC ACCESS

9780170229470

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
JUNIOR DRAGSTER SCIENCE

9780170229432

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
INTERPLANETARY WEATHER BULLETIN

9780170229500

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
THE SCIENCE IN FOLKLORE & PROVERBS

9780170229326
TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION – READER’S THEATRE

AC: SCIENCE – USE AND INFLUENCE 
OF SCIENCE

 
THE CHEMISTRY OF COSMETICS

9780170229517

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL SCIENCES 

 
WHERE DO MEDICINES COME FROM?

9780170229524

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
AC: SCIENCE – CHEMICAL SCIENCES 

READING LEVEL  NLD 10 NLD 11 NLD 12 NLD 13 NLD 14 NLD 15 NLD 16 NLD 17 NLD 18
READING AGE  10.1–10.3 10.4–10.7 10.8–11.0 11.1–11.3 11.4–11.7 11.8–12.0 12.1–12.5 12.6–13.0 13.1+

TOWARDS AT BEYOND

 
GAMES AND GAMING

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

 
SOCIAL MEDIA: NEWS OR NOT?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
SAVE OUR LIBRARY!

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
IN CHARACTER: STEREOTYPES IN DRAMA

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

AC: ARTS – DRAMA

 
LIGHTS, COSTUMES, MUSIC, ACTION!

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
VISUAL ARTS IN FOCUS

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
HOW TO MAKE REAL MONEY

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: ECONOMICS & BUSINESS – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING, 
DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
FROM JAZZ TO HIP HOP

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
PETER LALOR: HERO OR VILLAIN?

TEXT TYPES: RECOUNT, EXPOSITION

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
SOCIAL MEDIA: FRIENDLY OR NOT?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS
AC: HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION – 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL & COMMUNITY HEALTH

 
FLAGS BY DESIGN

TEXT TYPES: DESCRIPTION, PROCEDURE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/

SYNTHESISING INFORMATION
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
BODY ART

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
PIGNAPPED!

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
3D PRINTING

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING 

QUESTIONS
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE BAND ROCKS

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
INFERENCES 

AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
SIGNIFICANT STATUES

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
CONNECTIONS 

AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
ENDANGERED LANGUAGES

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING 
QUESTIONS

 
WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT, ARTIE?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
BIRTHDAY BOYS

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – SKILLS

 
LEARNING FROM HISTORY: 
LIFE ON THE GOLDFIELDS

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
ANIMAL WELFARE DEBATE

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

 
INVESTIGATING AUSTRALIA AND ASIA

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
LABOUR DAY

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING, 
HISTORY – HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE 

AND UNDERSTANDING

 
WHAT IS A RAINFOREST?

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

 
POPULATION BOOM: 

END POPULATION GROWTH NOW!

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
WELCOME TO THE DESERT

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
WHO’S IN CHARGE? 

THE WESTMINSTER SYSTEM

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP –  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
TASTES OF THE WORLD: INDIA AND GREECE

TEXT TYPES: RESPONSE, PROCEDURE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 

CONNECTIONS
AC: ECONOMICS & BUSINESS – KNOWL-
EDGE & UNDERSTANDING, GEOGRAPHY 

– GEOGRAPHICAL KNOWLEDGE & 
UNDERSTANDING

 
LIVING WITH, LIVING WITHOUT

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 

CONNECTIONS
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
NOTABLE IMMIGRANTS

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 

INFERENCES 
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
USING NATURAL RESOURCES THEN & NOW

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/

SYNTHESISING INFORMATION
AC: ECONOMICS & BUSINESS, 

GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 
KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING

 
MAPPING THE AUSTRALIAN COASTLINE

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

INQUIRY AND SKILLS

 
POLITICAL STATES

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS 
AC: CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP, HIS-

TORY – HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE & 
UNDERSTANDING

 
ASIA: CONTINENT OF CONTRASTS

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING 

QUESTIONS 
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
LISETTE’S JOURNEY

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP –

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE RIGHT TO VOTE

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/SYN-

THESISING INFORMATION 
AC: CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP, HISTORY – 

HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING

 
IS IT POSSIBLE? 

USING A LEVER TO LIFT HEAVY WEIGHTS

TEXT TYPES: RECOUNT, PROCEDURE
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
THE SUN, THE MOON AND EARTH

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
ON THE HUNT

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
GROWING PAINS: 

THE CITY VERSUS THE COUNTRY

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
THE WORLD OF MATTER

TEXT TYPES: DESCRIPTION, 
PROCEDURE

AC: SCIENCE –CHEMICAL SCIENCES

 
HUMANS HAVE WARMED EARTH

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
THE LARGE HADRON COLLIDER

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
ELECTRICAL ENERGY

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
FIGHTING KILLER BUGS

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
KELP FORESTS

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
CONNECTIONS

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
MR LAWSON PROVES HIS POINT

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 

INFERENCES
AC: ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS – 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

 
IS IT POSSIBLE? HOW DOES AN ELECTRICAL 

SWITCH WORK?
TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION, PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS 

AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
ON THE MOVE: ANIMAL MIGRATION

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
PRESERVING FOOD

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/

SYNTHESISING INFORMATION
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
MAJOR GEOLOGICAL EVENTS
TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS 
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
MASSIVE GIANTS 

AND TINY SUPERHEROES
TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING 

QUESTIONS 
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
BEYOND THE SOLAR SYSTEM

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
ANCIENT BUILDING TECHNIQUES

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT 

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING INFER-
ENCES

LEVELLED TEXT PACK 9780170170048

AC: Supports implementation of the Australian Curriculum as specified.†
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COMPREHENSION CARDS KIT 6 9780170351683
COMPREHENSION CARDS ARE ONLY AVAILALBE IN BOXED SETS
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Grid KeyEXEMPLAR CARDS KIT 6 9780170198189
EXEMPLAR CARDS ARE ONLY AVAILALBE IN BOXED SETS*Exemplar and Comprehension Cards

READING LEVEL  NLD 10 NLD 11 NLD 12 NLD 13 NLD 14 NLD 15 NLD 16 NLD 17 NLD 18
READING AGE  10.1–10.3 10.4–10.7 10.8–11.0 11.1–11.3 11.4–11.7 11.8–12.0 12.1–12.5 12.6–13.0 13.1+

TOWARDS AT BEYOND

 
GAMES AND GAMING

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

 
SOCIAL MEDIA: NEWS OR NOT?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
SAVE OUR LIBRARY!

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

 
IN CHARACTER: STEREOTYPES IN DRAMA

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

AC: ARTS – DRAMA

 
LIGHTS, COSTUMES, MUSIC, ACTION!

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
VISUAL ARTS IN FOCUS

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
HOW TO MAKE REAL MONEY

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: ECONOMICS & BUSINESS – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING, 
DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
FROM JAZZ TO HIP HOP

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
PETER LALOR: HERO OR VILLAIN?

TEXT TYPES: RECOUNT, EXPOSITION

AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
SOCIAL MEDIA: FRIENDLY OR NOT?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS
AC: HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION – 

PERSONAL, SOCIAL & COMMUNITY HEALTH

 
FLAGS BY DESIGN

TEXT TYPES: DESCRIPTION, PROCEDURE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/

SYNTHESISING INFORMATION
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
BODY ART

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS

AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
PIGNAPPED!

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: ARTS – MEDIA ARTS

 
3D PRINTING

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING 

QUESTIONS
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE BAND ROCKS

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
INFERENCES 

AC: ARTS – MUSIC

 
SIGNIFICANT STATUES

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
CONNECTIONS 

AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
ENDANGERED LANGUAGES

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING 
QUESTIONS

 
WHAT’S IT ALL ABOUT, ARTIE?

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING
AC: ARTS – VISUAL ARTS

 
BIRTHDAY BOYS

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP – SKILLS

 
LEARNING FROM HISTORY: 
LIFE ON THE GOLDFIELDS

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
ANIMAL WELFARE DEBATE

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

 
INVESTIGATING AUSTRALIA AND ASIA

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
LABOUR DAY

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING, 
HISTORY – HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE 

AND UNDERSTANDING

 
WHAT IS A RAINFOREST?

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION

 
POPULATION BOOM: 

END POPULATION GROWTH NOW!

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
WELCOME TO THE DESERT

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
WHO’S IN CHARGE? 

THE WESTMINSTER SYSTEM

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP –  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
TASTES OF THE WORLD: INDIA AND GREECE

TEXT TYPES: RESPONSE, PROCEDURE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 

CONNECTIONS
AC: ECONOMICS & BUSINESS – KNOWL-
EDGE & UNDERSTANDING, GEOGRAPHY 

– GEOGRAPHICAL KNOWLEDGE & 
UNDERSTANDING

 
LIVING WITH, LIVING WITHOUT

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 

CONNECTIONS
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
NOTABLE IMMIGRANTS

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 

INFERENCES 
AC: HISTORY – HISTORICAL  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
USING NATURAL RESOURCES THEN & NOW

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/

SYNTHESISING INFORMATION
AC: ECONOMICS & BUSINESS, 

GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 
KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING

 
MAPPING THE AUSTRALIAN COASTLINE

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

INQUIRY AND SKILLS

 
POLITICAL STATES

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS 
AC: CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP, HIS-

TORY – HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE & 
UNDERSTANDING

 
ASIA: CONTINENT OF CONTRASTS

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING 

QUESTIONS 
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEOGRAPHICAL 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
LISETTE’S JOURNEY

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING
AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP –

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
THE RIGHT TO VOTE

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/SYN-

THESISING INFORMATION 
AC: CIVICS & CITIZENSHIP, HISTORY – 

HISTORICAL KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING

 
IS IT POSSIBLE? 

USING A LEVER TO LIFT HEAVY WEIGHTS

TEXT TYPES: RECOUNT, PROCEDURE
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
THE SUN, THE MOON AND EARTH

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
ON THE HUNT

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
GROWING PAINS: 

THE CITY VERSUS THE COUNTRY

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
THE WORLD OF MATTER

TEXT TYPES: DESCRIPTION, 
PROCEDURE

AC: SCIENCE –CHEMICAL SCIENCES

 
HUMANS HAVE WARMED EARTH

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
THE LARGE HADRON COLLIDER

TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
ELECTRICAL ENERGY

TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
FIGHTING KILLER BUGS

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
KELP FORESTS

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 
CONNECTIONS

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
MR LAWSON PROVES HIS POINT

TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE
COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING 

INFERENCES
AC: ECONOMICS AND BUSINESS – 

KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS

 
IS IT POSSIBLE? HOW DOES AN ELECTRICAL 

SWITCH WORK?
TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION, PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL: 
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS 

AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

 
ON THE MOVE: ANIMAL MIGRATION

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
PRESERVING FOOD

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: EVALUATING/

SYNTHESISING INFORMATION
AC: DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY – 

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING

 
MAJOR GEOLOGICAL EVENTS
TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS 
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
MASSIVE GIANTS 

AND TINY SUPERHEROES
TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION REPORT
COMPREHENSION SKILL: ASKING 

QUESTIONS 
AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES

 
BEYOND THE SOLAR SYSTEM

TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION

COMPREHENSION SKILL: VISUALISING
AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 

SCIENCES

 
ANCIENT BUILDING TECHNIQUES

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT 

COMPREHENSION SKILL: MAKING INFER-
ENCES

HOW TO BECOME FAMOUS

TEXT TYPE: PROCEDURE

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
ASKING QUESTIONS

THE DARING DINER BLOG
TEXT TYPE: RESPONSE

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
VISUALISING

AC: ECONOMICS & BUSINESS – 
KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING

JONATHAN IVE: DESIGN GURU
TEXT TYPE: EXPOSITION
COMPREHENSION SKILL:  

MAKING INFERENCES
AC: DESIGN & TECHNOLOGIES, 

ECONOMICS & BUSINESS – 
KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING 

SINGING IN A NEW LAND
TEXT TYPE: NARRATIVE

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
VISUALISING

AC: CIVICS AND CITIZEN-
SHIP – KNOWLEDGE AND 

UNDERSTANDING

OUR PERFECT PLANET
TEXT TYPE: EXPLANATION
COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
MAKING CONNECTIONS
AC: GEOGRAPHY – GEO-

GRAPHICAL KNOWLEDGE AND 
UNDERSTANDING

EARLY ARRIVALS
TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
DETERMINING IMPORTANT 

IDEAS 
AC: HISTORY  – HISTORICAL 

KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING

PETROL CARS VERSUS 
ELECTRIC CARS

TEXT TYPE: DISCUSSION

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
DETERMINING IMPORTANT IDEAS 
AC: SCIENCE – PHYSICAL SCIENCES

EARTH’S MINERALS

TEXT TYPE: INFORMATION 
REPORT

COMPREHENSION SKILL:  
ASKING QUESTIONS

AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE 
SCIENCES

THE PLASTIC BRAIN

TEXT TYPE: DESCRIPTION
COMPREHENSION SKILL: 

EVALUATING/SYNTHESISING 
INFORMATION 

AC: SCIENCE – BIOLOGICAL 
SCIENCES
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ARTS BIG BOOK 6
A NEW CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL

9780170229531
TEXT TYPES: PROCEDURE, EXPLANATION, 

RESPONSE 
AC:DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGIES – KNOWLEDGE 

AND UNDERSTANDING

HUMANITIES BIG BOOK 6
THE KIDS’ GUIDE TO GOVERNMENT 

9780170229548

TEXT TYPES: NARRATIVE, EXPOSITION, 
DISCUSSION 

AC: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP –KNOWLEDGE 
AND UNDERSTANDING

SCIENCES BIG BOOK 6 
INVESTIGATING ISLANDS

9780170229555

TEXT TYPE: RECOUNT, DESCRIPTION, 
INFORMATION REPORT

AC: SCIENCE – EARTH AND SPACE SCIENCES
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3 5 64
NOMINAL

Reading Age
NLD/NLDC 

Reading Level

7.5–7.6 NLD1

Towards7.7–7.8 NLD2

7.9–8.0 NLD3

8.1–8.3 NLD4

At8.4–8.7 NLD5

8.8–9.0 NLD6

9.1–9.3 NLD7

Beyond9.4–9.7 NLD8

9.8–10.0 NLD9

NOMINAL
Reading Age

NLD/NLDC 
Reading Level

9.1–9.3 NLD7

Towards9.4–9.7 NLD8

9.8–10.0 NLD9

10.1–10.3 NLD10

At10.4–10.7 NLD11

10.8–11.0 NLD12

11.1–11.3 NLD13

Beyond11.4–11.7 NLD14

11.8–12.0 NLD15

NOMINAL
Reading Age

NLD/NLDC 
Reading Level

10.1–10.3 NLD10

Towards10.4–10.7 NLD11

10.8–11.0 NLD12

11.1–11.3 NLD13

At11.4–11.7 NLD14

11.8–12.0 NLD15

12.1–12.5 NLD16

Beyond12.6–13.0 NLD17

13.1+ NLD18

NOMINAL
Reading Age

NLD/NLDC 
Reading Level

8.1–8.3 NLD4

Towards8.4–8.7 NLD5

8.8–9.0 NLD6

9.1–9.3 NLD7

At9.4–9.7 NLD8

9.8–10.0 NLD9

10.1–10.3 NLD10

Beyond10.4–10.7 NLD11

10.8–11.0 NLD12

YEAR YEAR YEAR YEAR
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NELSON AUSTRALIA
CUSTOMER SERVICE PHONE: 1300 790 853   FAX: 1300 790 852
EMAIL: anz.customerservice@cengage.com
Level 7, 80 Dorcas Street, South Melbourne VIC 3205 
Cengage Learning Australia Pty Limited ABN 14 058 280 149 (trading as Nelson Cengage Learning)

NELSON LITERACY DIRECTIONS YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6

FICTION BOOKS
18 fiction books for each year level 
featuring humorous, adventurous and 
engaging storylines.

NON-FICTION BOOKS
18 non-fiction books for each year level. 
High-interest and fascinating content 
to support the Australian Curriculum 
Learning areas.

STUDENT INTERACTIVE 
ACTIVITIES
Comprehension, vocabulary, spelling and 
writing activities for each fiction and 
non-fiction book.

EXEMPLAR CARDS
162 text type exemplar cards (6 copies 
of 27 titles). High-interest text types, 
exemplars with a focus on inferential 
comprehension.

COMPREHENSION CARDS
162 comprehension exemplar cards 
(6 copies of 27 titles), 9 digital texts, 
lesson plans and BLMs to explicitly teach 
comprehension skills and strategies.

BIG BOOKS
Three big books for each year level. 
Featuring high-interest, fascinating 
content to support the Australian 
Curriculum learning areas. IWB software 
included with each book.

 

AUDIO-VISUAL RESOUCES
Multimodal texts for each year level to 
support speaking and listening skills.

TEACHER’S RESOURCE 
BOOKS
Lesson plans for each fiction and non-
fiction text, big books and exemplar 
cards plus grammar and writing BLMs for 
the fiction and non-fiction texts.

18
Titles

18
Titles

18
Titles

18
Titles

18
Titles

18
Titles

18
Titles

18
Titles


