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LITERACY ASSESSMENT 2
LEVELS 1–30 STUDENT RECORD

2. Reading Record
Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.

02 A drum is an instrument that is used to make music. 

Many drums are made of wood. Some drums can be 

made of metal. A drum is hollow, with a thin skin 

stretched firmly over one end. This skin is called the 

drumhead. Some drums have a drumhead at both 

ends. To make sounds, the drummer hits or taps 

the drumhead. Sometimes, the drummer will use 

drumsticks, but the drumhead can also be hit with 

the fingers or the whole hand. To make a soft

rustling sound, the drummer may choose a drumstick

M S V

M S V

M S V

M S V

M S V

M S V

M S V

M S V

M S V

M S V

M S V

M S V

M S V

M S V

M S V

M S V

M S V

M S V

M S V

M S V

Name: __________________________________________ DOB: ___________________ Age: ________________

School: ______________________________ Class: _________ Date of assessment: ________________
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1. Retell

Card orientation: This is a non-fiction text. It is an information report about the drum, a type of 
 musical instrument.

Retelling Indicators to Check for Understanding

• Retold main events/facts without assistance from  
 teacher prompts or book support Yes   No  

• Summarised main events/facts succinctly Yes   No  

• Retold main events/facts using text-specific vocabulary Yes   No  

• Retold main events/facts coherently and confidently Yes   No   

Tick relevant boxes

Benchmark 3
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that has a brush on one end. Drums come in different

shapes and sizes. The conga is a tall drum, while the

tambourine is a small, shallow drum. Some drums,

such as bongo drums, are usually played as a pair

of drums joined together.

Over the years, drums have been used in many ways. 

In parts of Africa, people used “talking” drums to 

send messages over great distances. Drums have 

also been used in times of war to help marching 

troops keep in step. Some war drums were gigantic, 

and made a deep, rumbling sound to scare away the 

enemy. Drums have always been used for making 

music.          A drummer is an important member of 

a band, because they keep a steady beat. This helps 

the other players in the band know how fast or slow 

they need to play. Drumming can be hard work and 

drummers need to be very fit. Some drummers play 

on a set of drums called a drum kit. The drums in 

a kit are different sizes. The drummer can play high 

sounds on the smaller drums and low sounds on the 

bigger drums. Drums are important instruments in 

music around the world.
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3. Comprehension Questions 
Note: Please ensure the student has read the complete card before starting the comprehension questions.

Comprehension Questions to Check for Understanding 
Literal

1. What is a drumhead?
(A drumhead is a thin skin that is stretched firmly over one end of a drum.)

2. How does the drummer make sounds?
(The drummer hits or taps the drumhead to make sounds.)

Inferential

1. Why does a brush make a soft rustling sound when it is tapped against the drumhead?
(A brush has many long soft bristles which make the soft rustling sound.)

2.  How do drums help marching troops keep in step?
(Soldiers can match their steps to the taps on the drum, so they all step at the same time.)

3. Why do drummers in a band have to be very fit?
(Drumming can be hard physical work, so a drummer needs to be fit to keep drumming for  
song after song.)

Applied Knowledge

1. Why did people in some parts of Africa use drums in the past to send messages?
(People did not have phones or other modern technology to send messages over long  
distances, but the sound of drums could travel a long way.)

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tick relevant  
boxes

4. Analysis
Reading Behaviours Observed During the Reading Record
For a more comprehensive analysis of the reading behaviours guidelines, refer to Section 6:   
Recommendations for Future Development in the Teacher’s Resource Book.

1. Knowledge and skills
• Automatically recognised high-frequency words in the text 
• Accurately decoded most text-specific vocabulary 

2. Strategies
Able to process text effectively by:
• Adjusting pace 
• Predicting 
• Searching for print details 
• Attending to meaning 
• Cross-checking and self-correcting to confirm 

3. Fluency 
• Read the text consistently with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting a depth  of understanding 
• Read some of the text with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting understanding 
• Read the text with irregular phrasing, reflecting limited understanding 
• Read the text word-by-word, reflecting limited or no understanding  

Tick relevant  
boxes
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Refer to the Teacher’s Resource Book for  
recommendations for future development.

Reading Level

Independent
>95%

Instructional
90–95%

Difficult
<90%

Self-Corrections

M S V

Errors

M S V

Teacher: ___________________________________________________

Date assessment summary completed: ____________________

Level of Understanding

Excellent
6

Satisfactory
4–5

Unsatisfactory
0–3

Level of Understanding

Excellent
4

Satisfactory
3

Unsatisfactory
0–2

Questions Answered Correctly
Literal 1st 2nd

Inferential 1st 2nd 3rd

Applied Knowledge 1st

Summary

Reading Record             

	 	 	 	 							 							 Accuracy: _______ %

                                  S.C. rate: 1 : _______

Analysis – Reading Behaviours Observed 

1. Knowledge and Skills:

2. Strategies:

3. Fluency:

Retelling Indicators 

                    

Comprehension 

Recommendations for Future Development


