Benchmark LITERACY ASSESSMENT 2
LEVELS 1-30 STUDENT RECORD

Name: DOB: Age:

School: Class: = Date of assessment:

Text: Zebras Level: 24 Text Type: Information Report Total Running Words: 256
1. Retell

Card orientation: This is a non-fiction text. It is an information report about zebras.

Retelling Indicators to Check for Understanding Tick relevant boxes
¢ Retold main events/facts without assistance from

teacher prompts or book support Yes I:l No I:l
e Summarised main events/facts succinctly Yes I:l No I:l
¢ Retold main events/facts using text-specific vocabulary Yes I:l No I:l
¢ Retold main events/facts coherently and confidently Yes I:l No I:l

2. Reading Record

Page Text E ' S.C. Errors S.C.
02 | There are three main species of zebra. They are MSV | MSV
found in the mountains and grasslands of Africa. MSV | MSV
The most common type of zebra roams the southern MSV | MSV
and eastern plains. The bodies of zebras are covered MSV | MSV
in black and white stripes. These stripes are unique MSV | MSV
to each animal. Some scientists believe that the MSV | MSV
striped pattern prevents flies from biting the zebra’s MSV | MSV
skin. Others believe the black stripes help to keep MSV | MSV
the zebra cool in the heat of the midday sun. MSV | MSV
Most zebras live in family groups, with one stallion MSV | MSV
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Page Text E | S.C. Errors S.C.
(male), a few mares (females) and their young MSV | MSV
foals. They stay together in these groups even MSV | MSV
when they are moving around in large herds. If a MSV | MSV
member of the family is sick or injured, the rest of MSV | MSV
the group will stand guard as protection from MSV | MSV
predators. Zebras are always on the alert for MSV | MSV
predators. They have excellent hearing and eyesight, MSV | MSV
and can gallop at very fast speeds to escape danger. MSV | MSV
Zebras’ long, thin legs MSV | MSV

03 | and strong hooves allow for quick movements and MSV | MSV
powerful kicks. Fortunately, a young zebra is able MSV | MSV
to run one hour after it has been born. Every year, MSV | MSV
during the extreme heat of the hot season, the MSV | MSV
plains become parched. The grasses and shrubs die, MSV | MSV
and waterholes dry up. Large herds of zebras have MSV | MSV
to migrate in search of food and water for their MSV | MSV
survival. Other animals join them along the route. MSV | MSV
The migration is a long, dangerous journey. Zebras MSV | MSV
are social and, at times, fearless animals that take MSV | MSV
great care of their family group. 208 MSV | MSV
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3. Comprehension Questions

Comprehension Questions to Check for Understanding
Literal

1. Where does the most common type of zebra live?
(The most common type of zebra lives in the southern and eastern plains of Africa.)

2. How does a zebra family protect a member that is hurt?
(The family stays in a group and stands guard so that predators cannot attack.)

Inferential

(The stripes from each zebra would blend into one large black and white mass, and also
help them to blend into the landscape.)

2. Why is it lucky that a young zebra can run one hour after it is born?
(The young zebra is more likely to escape from predators that are close by.)

3. When would zebras have to deliver powerful kicks?
(When predators are behind zebras, trying to jump on their backs.)

Applied Knowledge

1. Which animals would attack zebras?

crossing rivers)

Note: Please ensure the student has read the complete card before starting the comprehension questions.

Tick relevant
boxes

[]
[]

1. How would the striped pattern on zebras’ skin help to hide them when they are in herds? I:l

(lions, hyenas, leopards and wild dogs on the open plains, and crocodiles or alligators when

4. Analysis
Reading Behaviours Observed During the Reading Record

For a more comprehensive analysis of the reading behaviours guidelines, refer to Section 6:
Recommendations for Future Development in the Teacher’s Resource Book.

1. Knowledge and skills
e Automatically recognised high-frequency words in the text
e Accurately decoded most text-specific vocabulary
2. Strategies
Able to process text effectively by:
e Adjusting pace
e Predicting
e Searching for print details
e Attending to meaning
e Cross-checking and self-correcting to confirm
3. Fluency

¢ Read the text consistently with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting a depth
of understanding

¢ Read some of the text with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting understanding
e Read the text with irregular phrasing, reflecting limited understanding
e Read the text word-by-word, reflecting limited or no understanding

Tick relevant
boxes

1]

N I I
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Summary

Reading Record

Errors Self-Corrections Accuracy: % Reading Level
M S \Y/ M S \Y SC.rate: 1: Independent | Instructional Difficult
>95% 90-95% <90%

Analysis — Reading Behaviours Observed

1. Knowledge and Skills:

2. Strategies:

3. Fluency:
Retelling Indicators Level of Understanding
Excellent | Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory
4 3 0-2

Comprehension

Questions Answered Correctly Level of Understanding
Literal 1st | 2nd Excellent | Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory
Inferential 1st | 2nd | 3rd 6 4-5 0-3
Applied Knowledge | 1st

Recommendations for Future Development

Teacher:

D | d- Refer to the Teacher’s Resource Book for
ate assessment summary completea: recommendations for future development.

4 Title: Zebras Level: 24  Text Type: Information Report

© 2021 Cengage Learning Pty Limited; ISBN 9780170424400; This page may be photocopied for educational use within the purchasing institution.



