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LITERACY ASSESSMENT 2
LEVELS 1–30 STUDENT RECORD

Name:  __________________________________________  DOB:  ___________________  Age:  ________________

School:  ______________________________  Class:  _________  Date of assessment:  ________________

Text: Serena Williams, Tennis Champion!        Level: 25                           Text Type: Description

Running Words for Assessment: 284              Total Running Words: 360

1. Retell

Card orientation: This is a non-fiction text. It is a description about a world-famous tennis player, 
Serena Williams.

2. Reading Record
Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.

02

03

Serena Williams is a world-famous tennis player. She 

comes from the United States of America. Serena 

was born on 26 September 1981. She was only three 

years old when she started to play tennis. Every day, 

Serena spent hours and hours practising with her 

parents. Her older sister, Venus, played tennis too. 

Both girls enjoyed the sport and steadily improved. 

Serena’s parents hoped that one day their daughters 

would become champions. When Serena was nine, 

she and Venus went to a special tennis academy. 
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Retelling Indicators to Check for Understanding

•	 Retold main events/facts without assistance from  
	 teacher prompts or book support	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Summarised main events/facts succinctly	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Retold main events/facts using text-specific vocabulary	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Retold main events/facts coherently and confidently	 Yes  	 No   

Tick relevant boxes

Benchmark 3
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Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.
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The coach taught them to play even better. He was 

very impressed with how hard Serena trained. She 

chased after each ball, because she wanted to win 

every point. All the hours of training made Serena fit 

and strong, and she also liked going to gymnastics 

and dance classes. But her parents always made sure 

that she had time to do her schoolwork. At the age 

of 14, Serena began to play matches against the best 

players in the world. She often surprised them with 

her fast serves and powerful shots. When Serena 

was 17, she won a Grand Slam tournament. These 

tournaments are the highest level of competition for 

tennis players. Four years later, Serena had won five 

more Grand Slams and was the number one women’s 

tennis player in the world. During her long career, 

Serena won many more Grand Slams. Often, she had 

to play her sister, Venus, in the finals. But the sisters 

always remained good friends. They also teamed up to 

play doubles and won several tournaments together.

Unfortunately, Serena sometimes had injuries. 

However, she was determined to keep on playing and 

winning. When Serena was 32, she became the oldest 

female ever to be number one in the world. 
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Total

284
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3. Comprehension Questions 
Note: Please ensure the student has read the complete card before starting the comprehension questions.

Comprehension Questions to Check for Understanding	
Literal
1. How old was Serena when she started to play tennis?

(Serena was three years old when she started to play tennis.)

Inferential
1. Why did Serena and Venus improve when they attended the special tennis academy?

(The tennis coach at the academy taught them new skills and they trained hard.)

2. �Why were some of the best players often surprised by Serena’s fast serves and  
powerful shots when she was only 14 years old?
(They weren’t used to competing against such a young player who was so talented.)

3. �Why did Serena and Venus remain good friends even though they had to play  
each other in tournaments?
(They were sisters, and family comes first.)

Applied Knowledge
1. Why did Serena’s parents hope their daughters would become champions one day?

(They wanted their daughters to be successful in life.)

2. Why do many tennis players get injuries?
(They train so hard and compete in so many tournaments, which puts stress on the body.)

Vocabulary

1. �Replace the adverb ‘unfortunately’ in this sentence: Unfortunately, Serena sometimes had injuries. 
(regrettably / sadly / unluckily)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Tick relevant  
boxes

4. Analysis
Reading Behaviours Observed During the Reading Record
For a more comprehensive analysis of the reading behaviours guidelines, refer to Section 6:  
Recommendations for Future Development in the Teacher’s Resource Book.

1.	 Knowledge and skills
•	 Automatically recognised high-frequency words in the text	
•	 Accurately decoded most text-specific vocabulary	

2.	 Strategies
Able to process text effectively by:
•	 Adjusting pace	
•	 Predicting	
•	 Searching for print details	
•	 Attending to meaning	
•	 Cross-checking and self-correcting to confirm	

3.	 Fluency	
•	 Read the text consistently with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting a depth  of understanding	
•	 Read some of the text with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting understanding	
•	 Read the text with irregular phrasing, reflecting limited understanding	
•	 Read the text word-by-word, reflecting limited or no understanding 	

Tick relevant  
boxes



Refer to the Teacher’s Resource Book for  
recommendations for future development.

Reading Level

Independent
>95%

Instructional
90–95%

Difficult
<90%

Self-Corrections

M S V

Errors

M S V

Teacher:  ___________________________________________________

Date assessment summary completed:  ____________________

Level of Understanding

Excellent
7

Satisfactory
5–6

Unsatisfactory
0–4

Level of Understanding

Excellent
4

Satisfactory
3

Unsatisfactory
0–2

Questions Answered Correctly
Literal 1st

Inferential 1st 2nd 3rd

Applied Knowledge 1st 2nd

Vocabulary 1st

Summary

Reading Record 												          

	 	 	 	       	         Accuracy:  _______ %

	                                  S.C. rate:  1 : _______

Analysis – Reading Behaviours Observed 

1.	 Knowledge and Skills:

2.	 Strategies:

3.	 Fluency:

Retelling Indicators 

 							        	           

Comprehension 

Recommendations for Future Development

© 2021 Cengage Learning Pty Limited; ISBN 9780170424400; This page may be photocopied for educational use within the purchasing institution.
4			   Title: Serena Williams, Tennis Champion!  Level: 25  Text Type: Description


