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LITERACY ASSESSMENT 2
LEVELS 1–30 STUDENT RECORD

2. Reading Record
Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.

02 “Come and join us, Marko!” Marko looked across at

the group of Year Sixes sitting near the handball

court. He knew they were talking to him, but . . .

what were they saying? “Come on, Marko!” Although 

he didn’t understand the strange English words,

Marko could see that his fellow students were

being friendly. A girl from his class, Annabelle, was 

beckoning him over. He strolled across and

squeezed in beside one of the boys on the bench

seat. “Do you like our school?” Annabelle asked,
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Name:  __________________________________________  DOB:  ___________________  Age:  ________________

School:  ______________________________  Class:  _________  Date of assessment:  ________________

Text: Marko’s Drums                           Level: 30                         Text Type: Narrative

Running Words for Assessment: 291              Total Running Words: 633

1. Retell

Card orientation: This is a fiction text. It is a narrative about a refugee boy from Syria who is trying 
to fit in to his new school in Australia.

Retelling Indicators to Check for Understanding

•	 Retold main events/facts without assistance from  
	 teacher prompts or book support	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Summarised main events/facts succinctly	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Retold main events/facts using text-specific vocabulary	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Retold main events/facts coherently and confidently	 Yes  	 No   

Tick relevant boxes

Benchmark 3
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Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.

03

turning to face Marko with a look of curiosity. Marko 

felt his cheeks burn. He knew Annabelle had asked 

him a question, but what had she wanted to know? 

He met her gaze and smiled awkwardly, hoping she 

would understand. One day he would feel at 

home in this new country and speak English fluently. 

Then he would be able to join in the fun and make 

jokes, as he had with his friends in Syria. Annabelle 

turned back to the others and Marko relaxed, letting 

the words and laughter wash over him.

The students at his new school seemed happy, 

unlike the children at the refugee camp, who 

moved about quietly and often looked worried. 

This school was bright and colourful, too. Marko 

thought back to the makeshift classroom in the canvas 

tent that had been ripped by the strong winds 

blowing across the desert. The next day at lunchtime, 

Marko wandered around the playground feeling 

lost and lonely. Where were Annabelle and her 

friends? As he passed the school hall, he heard the 

unexpected sound of rock music. Marko paused 

outside the open window and listened. He could 

hear an electric guitar, a keyboard, a saxophone

and a bass guitar thumping out a rock tune. 
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291



© 2021 Cengage Learning Pty Limited; ISBN 9780170424400; This page may be photocopied for educational use within the purchasing institution.

Title: Marko’s Drums  Level: 30  Text Type: Narrative� 3

3. Comprehension Questions 
Note: Please ensure the student has read the complete card before starting the comprehension questions.

Comprehension Questions to Check for Understanding	
Literal
1. What did Marko and his friends at the refugee camp do to entertain their families?

(They formed a band and played music.)
Inferential
1. Why did the children in the refugee camp move quietly and often look worried?

(They looked worried because they did not feel safe in the refugee camp.)
2. Why did Marko feel lost and lonely at his new school?

(Marko couldn’t understand English and he missed his old friends.)
3. �Why did Marko’s heart leap when he heard the song he and his friends had played  

in the refugee camp?
(It reminded Marko of when he and his band had brought everyone in the camp together.)

Applied Knowledge
1. Why were the alleys of the refugee camp unlit?

(There was no electricity in the camp.)
2. What did Marko mean when he thought, ‘Music was a language they could all share.’?

(Music is played with instruments that everyone can use, and words are not necessary.)
Vocabulary
1. �Replace the verb ‘fashioned’ in this sentence: Marko smiled as he remembered how the  

musicians in his band had fashioned their instruments from cast-off materials.
(crafted / formed / created)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Tick relevant  
boxes

4. Analysis
Reading Behaviours Observed During the Reading Record
For a more comprehensive analysis of the reading behaviours guidelines, refer to Section 6:  
Recommendations for Future Development in the Teacher’s Resource Book.

1.	 Knowledge and skills
•	 Automatically recognised high-frequency words in the text	
•	 Accurately decoded most text-specific vocabulary	

2.	 Strategies
Able to process text effectively by:
•	 Adjusting pace	
•	 Predicting	
•	 Searching for print details	
•	 Attending to meaning	
•	 Cross-checking and self-correcting to confirm	

3.	 Fluency	
•	 Read the text consistently with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting a depth  of understanding	
•	 Read some of the text with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting understanding	
•	 Read the text with irregular phrasing, reflecting limited understanding	
•	 Read the text word-by-word, reflecting limited or no understanding 	

Tick relevant  
boxes
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Refer to the Teacher’s Resource Book for  
recommendations for future development.

Reading Level

Independent
>95%

Instructional
90–95%

Difficult
<90%

Self-Corrections

M S V

Errors

M S V

Teacher:  ___________________________________________________

Date assessment summary completed:  ____________________

Level of Understanding

Excellent
7

Satisfactory
5–6

Unsatisfactory
0–4

Level of Understanding

Excellent
4

Satisfactory
3

Unsatisfactory
0–2

Questions Answered Correctly
Literal 1st

Inferential 1st 2nd 3rd

Applied Knowledge 1st 2nd

Vocabulary 1st

Summary

Reading Record 												          

	 	 	 	       	         Accuracy:  _______ %

	                                  S.C. rate:  1 : _______

Analysis – Reading Behaviours Observed 

1.	 Knowledge and Skills:

2.	 Strategies:

3.	 Fluency:

Retelling Indicators 

 							        	           

Comprehension 

Recommendations for Future Development


