
© 2021 Cengage Learning Pty Limited; ISBN 9780170424400; This page may be photocopied for educational use within the purchasing institution.

Title: The Runaway Pony  Level: 23  Text Type: Narrative� 1 

LITERACY ASSESSMENT 2
LEVELS 1–30 STUDENT RECORD

2. Reading Record
Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.

02 Oliver and Mum were having a holiday by the sea.

Oliver was very excited. Today it was Family Fun

Day on the beach. On their way to the beach, Oliver

stopped to pat Chester, a pony that lived in a

field nearby. Oliver often leant over the fence and

gave him an apple. “I would love to ride Chester,”

murmured Oliver. “I’m sorry, Oliver,” said Mum. “You 

know I can’t afford to pay for rides.” As they were 

about to have their lunch, Oliver noticed Chester 

being led onto the sand by his owner. Suddenly, Oliver
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Name:  __________________________________________  DOB:  ___________________  Age:  ________________

School:  ______________________________  Class:  _________  Date of assessment:  ________________

Text: The Runaway Pony         Level: 23        Text Type: Narrative          Total Running Words: 290

1. Retell

Card orientation: This is a fiction text. It is a narrative about a boy who catches a pony that has 
run away from its owner.

Retelling Indicators to Check for Understanding

•	 Retold main events/facts without assistance from  
	 teacher prompts or book support	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Summarised main events/facts succinctly	 Yes   	 No  

•	 Retold main events/facts using text-specific vocabulary	 Yes   	 No  

•	 Retold main events/facts coherently and confidently	 Yes   	 No   

Tick relevant boxes

Benchmark 3
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Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.

03

spotted a sign that read: Children’s Sandcastle

Competition Win free pony rides all day! Oliver’s

heart leapt. He could win a ride on Chester! Quickly, 

Oliver set to work building a sandcastle. He filled his 

bucket with wet sand from the water’s edge, then 

tipped it onto some flat sand beside Mum. As the 

castle grew taller, he added towers and tunnels.

Just as Oliver finished his sandcastle, he heard a 

cry. “Come back, Chester!” Oliver looked up to

see Chester trotting along the beach. The pony 

had broken away from his owner and was coming 

towards them! Oliver knew just what to do. He 

grabbed an apple and held it out to the pony. Chester 

came straight up to him and, while he was happily 

munching, Oliver took hold of the reins. “Thanks!” 

cried the owner. “But look what Chester has done!” 

Chester’s big foot was right in the middle of Oliver’s 

sandcastle! “Now I’ll never get to ride Chester,” 

moaned Oliver. “Yes, you will!” said the owner.

“You can ride him every day of your holidays.”

“This will be the best holiday I have ever had,”

laughed Oliver, stroking Chester’s soft nose.
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3. Comprehension Questions 
Note: Please ensure the student has read the complete card before starting the comprehension questions.

Comprehension Questions to Check for Understanding	
Literal

1. What was happening at the beach?
(At the beach, there was a family fun day with a sandcastle competition.)

2. Why was Noah so excited when he read the sign on the beach?
(Noah knew he could have a pony ride if he won the competition.)

Inferential

1. Why did Noah often lean over the fence and give Chester the pony an apple to eat?
(Noah liked Chester and he knew that the pony would enjoy eating the apple.)

2. Why did Chester come straight up to Noah after he ran away from his owner?
(Chester was hoping to get another apple from Noah.)

3. Why did Noah say that this holiday would be the best one he had ever had?
(Noah loved ponies and he would enjoy having free pony rides every day.)

Applied Knowledge

1. Why did Noah use wet sand to build his sandcastle?
(Wet sand would hold the shape of the towers and tunnels.) 

	

	

	

	

	

	

Tick relevant  
boxes

4. Analysis

Reading Behaviours Observed During the Reading Record
For a more comprehensive analysis of the reading behaviours guidelines, refer to Section 6: 
Recommendations for Future Development in the Teacher’s Resource Book.

1.	 Knowledge and skills
•	 Automatically recognised high-frequency words in the text	
•	 Accurately decoded most text-specific vocabulary	

2.	 Strategies
Able to process text effectively by:
•	 Adjusting pace	
•	 Predicting	
•	 Searching for print details	
•	 Attending to meaning	
•	 Cross-checking and self-correcting to confirm	

3.	 Fluency	
•	 Read the text consistently with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting a depth  of understanding	
•	 Read some of the text with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting understanding	
•	 Read the text with irregular phrasing, reflecting limited understanding	
•	 Read the text word-by-word, reflecting limited or no understanding 	

Tick relevant  
boxes
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Refer to the Teacher’s Resource Book for  
recommendations for future development.

Reading Level

Independent
>95%

Instructional
90–95%

Difficult
<90%

Self-Corrections

M S V

Errors

M S V

Teacher:  ___________________________________________________

Date assessment summary completed:  ____________________

Level of Understanding

Excellent
6

Satisfactory
4–5

Unsatisfactory
0–3

Level of Understanding

Excellent
4

Satisfactory
3

Unsatisfactory
0–2

Questions Answered Correctly
Literal 1st 2nd

Inferential 1st 2nd 3rd

Applied Knowledge 1st

Summary

Reading Record 												          

	 	 	 	       	         Accuracy:  _______ %

	                                  S.C. rate:  1 : _______

Analysis – Reading Behaviours Observed 

1.	 Knowledge and Skills:

2.	 Strategies:

3.	 Fluency:

Retelling Indicators 

 							        	           

Comprehension 

Recommendations for Future Development


