
© 2021 Cengage Learning Pty Limited; ISBN 9780170424400; This page may be photocopied for educational use within the purchasing institution.

Title: The Scribe’s Apprentice  Level: 29  Text Type: Historical Narrative� 1 

LITERACY ASSESSMENT 2
LEVELS 1–30 STUDENT RECORD

2. Reading Record
Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.

02 “Here, Bruno,” said Papa, placing two pieces of paper 

on Bruno’s desk. “I have to go out for a few hours. 

I want you to finish copying Mr Tosto’s poem while 

I’m gone.” “Are you sure, Papa?” replied Bruno. “Your 

lettering has improved greatly in the last few months. 

I know you can do it,” said Papa. Bruno looked down 

at the papers. One of them was full of beautifully 

written words. The other was a half-finished copy 

of the same poem, written in very similar lettering.
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Name:  __________________________________________  DOB:  ___________________  Age:  ________________

School:  ______________________________  Class:  _________  Date of assessment:  ________________

Text: The Scribe’s Apprentice             Level: 29                          Text Type: Historical Narrative

Running Words for Assessment: 283       Total Running Words: 509

1. Retell

Card orientation: This is an historical fiction text set in Italy more than 400 years ago.  
It is a narrative about a boy who had learnt a very important skill from his father.

Retelling Indicators to Check for Understanding

•	 Retold main events/facts without assistance from  
	 teacher prompts or book support	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Summarised main events/facts succinctly	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Retold main events/facts using text-specific vocabulary	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Retold main events/facts coherently and confidently	 Yes  	 No   

Tick relevant boxes

Benchmark 3
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Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.

03

Bruno and his papa lived in the centre of Florence, 

in Italy. Papa spent his days making beautiful copies 

of documents by hand, using a quill pen and ink. 

Mr Tosto had requested a copy of his poem, with 

some decorations added to it. Papa had already drawn 

the decorations on the page. Bruno just needed to 

finish copying the words.

Bruno picked up the pen and dipped it into the 

inkwell. His hand shook a little as he pressed the 

pen to the paper, but as he copied the first letter 

his nerves began to settle. He finished the first 

word perfectly, and then the rest of the line. After 

Bruno had copied the next five lines, he stood up to 

stretch. Just before he returned to his desk, a puff of 

wind blew in through the nearest window. Bruno’s 

page lifted up off the desk, and danced as if caught 

in a whirlwind. Before Bruno could grab hold of 

it, the paper flew out of the window and flapped 

down to the street below. Bruno called from the 

window, “Please, someone catch hold of that piece 

of paper!” No one seemed to hear him. 
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3. Comprehension Questions 
Note: Please ensure the student has read the complete card before starting the comprehension questions.

Comprehension Questions to Check for Understanding	
Literal
1. Why did Bruno’s father allow him to finish copying Mr Tosto’s poem?

(Bruno’s lettering had improved greatly in the past few months.)
Inferential
1. What is a quill pen?

(It is a pen made from the wing feather of a large bird.)
2. Why did Bruno’s hand shake as he pressed his pen to the paper?

(He was very nervous about copying the letters correctly.)
3. Why didn’t the large man who stepped out of the carriage believe Bruno?

(He thought it wasn’t possible that a boy as young as Bruno could do such beautiful work.)
Applied Knowledge
1. Why did people long ago have their documents written and decorated by someone else?

(People wanted their ideas copied and presented attractively, which gave their work more  
influence. / Printers and photocopiers had not been invented to make copies of writing.)

2. Why was the narrative called The Scribe’s Apprentice?
(Bruno’s father was a scribe, and he was teaching Bruno. A scribe is a person who copies writing  
as a profession. ‘Apprentice’ means someone who is learning a trade from a skilled employer.)

Vocabulary
1. �Replace the noun ‘style’ in this sentence: Bruno wrote Manzoni on the wall of the nearest  

building, in the same style of lettering. (design / quality / type)

	

	

	

	

	

	

Tick relevant  
boxes

4. Analysis
Reading Behaviours Observed During the Reading Record
For a more comprehensive analysis of the reading behaviours guidelines, refer to Section 6:  
Recommendations for Future Development in the Teacher’s Resource Book.

1.	 Knowledge and skills
•	 Automatically recognised high-frequency words in the text	
•	 Accurately decoded most text-specific vocabulary	

2.	 Strategies
Able to process text effectively by:
•	 Adjusting pace	
•	 Predicting	
•	 Searching for print details	
•	 Attending to meaning	
•	 Cross-checking and self-correcting to confirm	

3.	 Fluency	
•	 Read the text consistently with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting a depth  of understanding	
•	 Read some of the text with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting understanding	
•	 Read the text with irregular phrasing, reflecting limited understanding	
•	 Read the text word-by-word, reflecting limited or no understanding 	

Tick relevant  
boxes
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Refer to the Teacher’s Resource Book for  
recommendations for future development.

Reading Level

Independent
>95%

Instructional
90–95%

Difficult
<90%

Self-Corrections

M S V

Errors

M S V

Teacher:  ___________________________________________________

Date assessment summary completed:  ____________________

Level of Understanding

Excellent
7

Satisfactory
5–6

Unsatisfactory
0–4

Level of Understanding

Excellent
4

Satisfactory
3

Unsatisfactory
0–2

Questions Answered Correctly
Literal 1st

Inferential 1st 2nd 3rd

Applied Knowledge 1st 2nd

Vocabulary 1st

Summary

Reading Record 												          

	 	 	 	       	         Accuracy:  _______ %

	                                  S.C. rate:  1 : _______

Analysis – Reading Behaviours Observed 

1.	 Knowledge and Skills:

2.	 Strategies:

3.	 Fluency:

Retelling Indicators 

 							        	           

Comprehension 

Recommendations for Future Development


