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LITERACY ASSESSMENT 2
LEVELS 1–30 STUDENT RECORD

2. Reading Record
Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.

02 I woke yesterday morning to the sound of thunder 

echoing through the mountains. A strong wind shook 

the sides of our big yurt tent and stirred the rest 

of my family from their sleep. Mother and my sister 

Amina and I sat up and watched as Father opened 

the front door of the yurt. A blast of cold air blew 

inside, rattling our pots and pans. Although the light 

was still soft outside, we could see an unexpected 

covering of snow on the ground.
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Name:  __________________________________________  DOB:  ___________________  Age:  ________________

School:  ______________________________  Class:  _________  Date of assessment:  ________________

Text: Thunder in the Plains                        Level: 28                          Text Type: Narrative 

Running Words for Assessment: 288           Total Running Words: 531

1. Retell

Card orientation: This is a fiction text. It is a narrative about a farming family in Mongolia who live 
in the mountains in summer and in the valley in winter.

Retelling Indicators to Check for Understanding

•	 Retold main events/facts without assistance from  
	 teacher prompts or book support	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Summarised main events/facts succinctly	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Retold main events/facts using text-specific vocabulary	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Retold main events/facts coherently and confidently	 Yes  	 No   

Tick relevant boxes

Benchmark 3
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Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.

03 Here in Mongolia, on the high plains of the Altai 

Mountains, there is usually plenty of grass at this 

time of year for our flock of sheep and the camels 

that carry our possessions. We graze our flock here 

through summer and autumn. Usually, in late autumn, 

we slowly guide our flock down to the shelter of the 

valley for winter, where the sheep will be warmer.

We are much warmer there, too, in our stone hut.

This year, winter seemed to have arrived early. Father 

ran outside to check on one of our younger sheep.

The sheep had been unwell. Father was worried that

it may not have survived the cold blast. When Father 

returned, he told us that the sick sheep had

survived, but that we would have to pack up the

yurt and move down to the valley much earlier

than expected. As soon as the storm passed, we

all went outside and began to remove the

tarpaulins on the outside of the yurt. It took us most of 

the day to pack up our possessions and disassemble 

the frame that held up the yurt. We had almost

finished our work when another blast of cold wind 

blew across the plains. 
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288
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3. Comprehension Questions 
Note: Please ensure the student has read the complete card before starting the comprehension questions.

Comprehension Questions to Check for Understanding	
Literal

1. What is a yurt?
(A yurt is a large, sturdy tent where a family can live for several months.)

Inferential
1. Why would the stone hut be warmer than the yurt during the winter?

(The thick stone walls would insulate the hut from icy winds.)

2. Why did the sheep huddle together as the snow started falling?
(They huddled together to generate more body heat as a group.) 

3. �Why was it too dangerous for the family to leave when the cold wind was blowing?
(They or their animals could have died from the cold, or slipped and injured themselves.)

Applied Knowledge
1. Why was Father so concerned about their animals?

(The family depended on the flock for their livelihood.)

2. Why didn’t the family stay down in the valley throughout the year?
(There wasn’t enough grass available in the valley for their animals.)

Vocabulary
1. Replace the adjective ‘hopeful’ in this sentence: The sun gave us some hopeful rays of light. 

(encouraging / promising / cheerful)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Tick relevant  
boxes

4. Analysis
Reading Behaviours Observed During the Reading Record
For a more comprehensive analysis of the reading behaviours guidelines, refer to Section 6: 
Recommendations for Future Development in the Teacher’s Resource Book.
1.	 Knowledge and skills

•	 Automatically recognised high-frequency words in the text	
•	 Accurately decoded most text-specific vocabulary	

2.	 Strategies
Able to process text effectively by:
•	 Adjusting pace	
•	 Predicting	
•	 Searching for print details	
•	 Attending to meaning	
•	 Cross-checking and self-correcting to confirm	

3.	 Fluency	
•	 Read the text consistently with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting a depth  of understanding	
•	 Read some of the text with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting understanding	
•	 Read the text with irregular phrasing, reflecting limited understanding	
•	 Read the text word-by-word, reflecting limited or no understanding 	

Tick relevant  
boxes
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Refer to the Teacher’s Resource Book for  
recommendations for future development.

Reading Level

Independent
>95%

Instructional
90–95%

Difficult
<90%

Self-Corrections

M S V

Errors

M S V

Teacher:  ___________________________________________________

Date assessment summary completed:  ____________________

Level of Understanding

Excellent
7

Satisfactory
5–6

Unsatisfactory
0–4

Level of Understanding

Excellent
4

Satisfactory
3

Unsatisfactory
0–2

Questions Answered Correctly
Literal 1st

Inferential 1st 2nd 3rd

Applied Knowledge 1st 2nd

Vocabulary 1st

Summary

Reading Record 												          

	 	 	 	       	         Accuracy:  _______ %

	                                  S.C. rate:  1 : _______

Analysis – Reading Behaviours Observed 

1.	 Knowledge and Skills:

2.	 Strategies:

3.	 Fluency:

Retelling Indicators 

 							        	           

Comprehension 

Recommendations for Future Development


