Benchmark LITERACY ASSESSMENT 2
POST-LEVEL 30 STUDENT RECORD

Name: DOB: Age:
School: Class: Date of assessment:
Text: The Taj Mahal: A Love Poem in Marble Recommended Reading Age: 13 years

Text Type: Description

Orientation: This is a non-fiction text. It is a description about one of the most famous buildings
in the world, the Taj Mahal in India.

Reading Behaviours Observed Prior to Silent Reading Tick relevant boxes
° Listened attentively to orientation Yes I:l No I:l
e  Scanned complete text Yes I:l No I:l
e  Attended to information in pictures or diagrams Yes I:l No I:l

Retelling Indicators to Check for Understanding

Tick relevant boxes
° Retold main events/facts without assistance from

teacher prompts or book support Yes I:l No I:l
e  Summarised main events/facts succinctly and confidently Yes I:l No I:l
e Retold main events/facts using text-specific vocabulary Yes I:l No I:l

Reading Behaviours Observed During Oral Reading

Tick relevant boxes

1. Knowledge and skills
e Accurately decoded text-specific vocabulary Yes |:| No |:|

2. Strategies

Processed text effectively by:

e Adjusting pace to text type or text features Yes I:l No I:l
e Predicting Yes I:l No I:l
e Attending to meaning Yes I:l No I:l
e Searching for print details Yes I:l No I:l
e Cross-checking to confirm Yes I:l No I:l
e Self-correcting Yes I:l No I:l
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3. Fluency
Tick relevant boxes
¢ Read the text consistently with natural rhythm and phrasing,

reflecting a depth of understanding |:|
e Read the text with irregular phrasing, reflecting limited understanding I:l
¢ Read the text word-by-word, reflecting no understanding |:|

Comprehension Questions to Check for Understanding

Literal Tick relevant boxes

1. What does the name ‘Taj Mahal’ mean? I:l

(‘Taj Mahal” means ‘crown of buildings’.)
Inferential

1. What does the author mean when she says ‘its beauty and grandeur often
cause people to forget that it is actually a mausoleum’? I:l

(The Taj Mahal is so beautiful that people forget that it was intended to be a place of sorrow
and remembrance.)

2. Why do you think Shah Jahan had such a building constructed for his dying wife? I:l

(He loved his wife so much that he wanted something extraordinarily beautiful to be built so
he and other people could always remember her.)

Applied Knowledge

1. Why do you think the Taj Mahal is described as ‘a love poem in marble’? |:|
(Shah Jahan built the Taj Mahal as a show of his love for his wife, like a love poem.)

2. Why do you think the Taj Mahal was built on a raised platform? |:|

(It was built on a raised platform so that its background was the sky and it could be seen
from different angles.)

3. Why do you think the Taj Mahal inspires so many creative people? |:|

(Many creative people fall in love with the Taj Mahal's beauty, symmetry and colours.)
Vocabulary

1. Replace the verb ‘embellished’ in this clause: the ceilings and walls are embellished
with precious stones. I:l

(decorated / adorned / enhanced)

2. Replace the adjective ‘vivid’ in this clause: the vivid colours of the sky. |:|
(brilliant / luminous / striking)
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Oral Analysis and Critique of the Text (for non-fiction) (dictated by student)

1. Analysis (how the text is constructed)

How did the author use language to convey her message?

(Answers will vary but may include: descriptive but factual language, e.g. the domed
mausoleum; written in beautiful calligraphy; moved by the extraordinary sight.)

Identify some of the characteristics and text structures related to this text type — Description.

(Answers will vary but may include: each paragraph describes where the building is located, what it
looks like, what it was used for and other interesting information. The last paragraph is a personal
evaluation by the author.)

What are some of the ways the author has presented the information?

(Answers will vary but may include: the opening paragraph draws the reader into the topic;
descriptive information about the look of the building; the final paragraph leaves the reader wanting
to know more.)

Why do you think the author has presented the information in this way?

(Answers will vary but may include: the descriptive language helps the reader to visualise
how the Taj Mahal is awe-inspiring and makes people aware of this significant building.)

2. Critique (reflect and evaluate the text)

In your opinion, how accurate is the information in the text? (authenticity of text)

Give your opinion about this text. (student’s personal response)
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Summary

Reading Behaviours Observed (silent and oral reading)

1. Knowledge and Skills:
2. Strategies:

3. Fluency:

Retelling Indicators

Level of Understanding

Excellent | Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory
3 2 0-1

Comprehension

Questions Answered Correctly Level of Understanding
Literal 1st Excellent | Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory
Inferential 1st | 2nd 8 6-7 0-5
Applied Knowledge | 1st | 2nd | 3rd
Vocabulary 1st | 2nd

Recommendations for Future Development

Teacher:

Refer to the Teacher’s Resource Book for
recommendations for future development.

Date assessment summary completed:
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