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LITERACY ASSESSMENT 2
LEVELS 1–30 STUDENT RECORD

Name:  __________________________________________  DOB:  ___________________  Age:  ________________

School:  ______________________________  Class:  _________  Date of assessment:  ________________

Text: Why Spiders Make Webs                 Level: 18                          Text Type: Explanation

Running Words for Assessment: 286            Total Running Words: 422

1. Retell

Book orientation: This is a non-fiction text. It is an explanation about why spiders make webs.

Retelling Indicators to Check for Understanding

•	 Retold main events/facts without assistance from  
	 teacher prompts or book support	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Summarised main events/facts succinctly	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Retold main events/facts using text-specific vocabulary	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Retold main events/facts coherently and confidently	 Yes  	 No   

Tick relevant boxes

2. Reading Record
Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.

02

04

Spiders are very clever web makers. The webs are  

made from silk that the spiders pull out of their  

bodies. Most spiders build webs to trap insects  

for food. But spiders make webs to do other  

things, as well.

Spider webs make good traps for catching food.  

The silk in a spider web is very strong. Some 

spider web silk is as strong as steel! The silk can  

be sticky, too. Flying insects, such as bees and flies,  

are quickly trapped in a strong, sticky web. When  

the insects try to get free, the web begins to shiver. 
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Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.

06

07

08

09

10

As soon as the web moves, the spider 

rushes over to catch its prey.

Most spiders spin their webs in places where 

insects can be found. Webs are often built close to  

houses or in gardens. Some spiders build webs  

between trees, to catch flying insects. Some build  

webs under flower pots, to catch insects on the  

ground, like ants.

Spider webs are not always easy to see. People  

often walk into webs and break them. The spider  

will quickly make a new web.

Some spiders build enormous webs. The bark 

spider can build a web across a creek or river. 

Insects that fly near water are trapped in the  

web. Small birds can be trapped in these big  

webs, too!

This water spider lives under the water in rivers 

and ponds. It spins its web between water plants.  

Air is trapped inside the underwater web so the  

spider can live inside its web.

Some spider webs can be a good hiding place for 

the spider. The tent-web spider spins a web  

that is shaped like a cone. The spider can 

stay inside the cone, safe from predators.
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3. Comprehension Questions 
Note: Please ensure the student has read the complete book before starting the comprehension questions.

Comprehension Questions to Check for Understanding	

Literal

1. Why do flying insects get caught in spiders’ webs?
(The webs are strong and sticky, and the insects get stuck to them.)

2. How does a spider know that an insect has been trapped in its web?
(The spider feels the web moving when an insect is trapped in it.)

3. Where does the water spider spin its web?
(The water spider spins its web between water plants in rivers and ponds.)

Inferential

1. Why are spiders’ webs often found close to houses?
(Flies and other insects that spiders eat live on or around houses.)

2. Why is the tent-web spider safe inside its web?
(The web is shaped like a cone so it is difficult for predators to get to the spider.)

3. Why do baby spiders travel to a new home on the wind, instead of walking there?
(The wind can take them much further than they could walk.)

	

	

	

	

	

	

Tick relevant  
boxes

4. Analysis

Reading Behaviours Observed During the Reading Record
For a more comprehensive analysis of the reading behaviours guidelines, refer to Section 6: 
Recommendations for Future Development in the Teacher’s Resource Book.

1.	 Knowledge and skills
•	 Automatically recognised high-frequency words in the text	
•	 Accurately decoded most text-specific vocabulary	

2.	 Strategies
Able to process text effectively by:
•	 Adjusting pace	
•	 Predicting	
•	 Searching for print details	
•	 Attending to meaning	
•	 Cross-checking and self-correcting to confirm	

3.	 Fluency	
•	 Read the text consistently with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting a depth  of understanding	
•	 Read some of the text with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting understanding	
•	 Read the text with irregular phrasing, reflecting limited understanding	
•	 Read the text word-by-word, reflecting limited or no understanding 	

Tick relevant  
boxes
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Refer to the Teacher’s Resource Book for  
recommendations for future development.

Reading Level

Independent
>95%

Instructional
90–95%

Difficult
<90%

Self-Corrections

M S V

Errors

M S V

Teacher:  ___________________________________________________

Date assessment summary completed:  ____________________

Level of Understanding

Excellent
6

Satisfactory
4–5

Unsatisfactory
0–3

Level of Understanding

Excellent
4

Satisfactory
3

Unsatisfactory
0–2

Questions Answered Correctly
Literal 1st 2nd 3rd

Inferential 1st 2nd 3rd

Summary

Reading Record 												          

	 	 	 	       	         Accuracy:  _______ %

	                                  S.C. rate:  1 : _______

Analysis – Reading Behaviours Observed 

1.	 Knowledge and Skills:

2.	 Strategies:

3.	 Fluency:

Retelling Indicators 

 							        	           

Comprehension 

Recommendations for Future Development


