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LITERACY ASSESSMENT 2
LEVELS 1–30 STUDENT RECORD

2. Reading Record
Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.
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03

Monday 16 July 1855 

Looking for gold is hard work, not just for me but for 

Father, too. Today is my eleventh birthday, but it is 

no different to every other day on the goldfields. We 

rose early and dug a deep mineshaft into the side of 

a hill. Father filled a bucket with soil from the bottom 

of the shaft and hauled it up to me. I washed the 

soil as best I could in a tin tub, searching for specks 

of gold. Sadly, there was nothing but gravel and grit.

Sunday 2 March 1856
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Name:  __________________________________________  DOB:  ___________________  Age:  ________________

School:  ______________________________  Class:  _________  Date of assessment:  ________________

Text: Frank’s Diary                             Level: 26                    Text Type: Historical Recount

Running Words for Assessment: 282          Total Running Words: 386

1. Retell

Card orientation: This is a fictional recount about a boy who is looking for gold with his father in the 
Australian goldfields in the mid-1800s.

Retelling Indicators to Check for Understanding

•	 Retold main events/facts without assistance from  
	 teacher prompts or book support	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Summarised main events/facts succinctly	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Retold main events/facts using text-specific vocabulary	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Retold main events/facts coherently and confidently	 Yes  	 No   

Tick relevant boxes

Benchmark 3



© 2021 Cengage Learning Pty Limited; ISBN 9780170424400; This page may be photocopied for educational use within the purchasing institution.

2			   Title: Frank’s Diary  Level: 26  Text Type: Historical Recount

Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.

04

Early this morning, there was a violent storm with 

hail as big as marbles. The creek was soon roaring like 

a waterfall, bearing stones, shrubs and even small 

trees in its wild course. Father and I surveyed the 

damage to our mineshaft. Alas, it was flooded with 

water, so we set to work emptying it out, bucket by 

bucket. Then, just as we were almost finished, disaster 

struck! The sides of the shaft collapsed, leaving a 

mess of mud. 

Monday 3 March 1856

Father has been troubled all night with a terrible 

cough. The damp conditions are no good for his 

chest and I fear he has a fever. I cannot call the 

doctor, as we do not have a single coin in our purse. 

I worked hard all day digging sludge from the shaft 

and tonight I feel faint with hunger. There is nothing 

to eat but a slab of stale bread and tomorrow there 

will be scarcely a crumb for breakfast.

Tuesday 4 March 1856

Today is a day I shall never forget. As I dug more 

and more mud from the mineshaft, my shovel hit 

something hard. I must admit I muttered a few 

bad words under my breath. 
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3. Comprehension Questions 
Note: Please ensure the student has read the complete card before starting the comprehension questions.

Comprehension Questions to Check for Understanding	
Literal

1. What did Frank have to do to the soil his father dug from deep in the shaft?
(Frank had to wash the soil in a tin tub and search for specks of gold.)

Inferential

1. �What did Frank mean when he said his birthday was no different to every other day?
(Frank would be working just as hard today even though it was his birthday.)

2. Why was the work so hard?
(Everything had to be done by hand and it was tiring work, without machinery.)

3. Why did Frank hardly dare to breathe when he saw the faint glint coming from the rock?
(He hoped desperately that the glint in the rock was gold, as it would help improve their situation.)

Applied Knowledge

1. Why did boys as young as Frank have to work in the goldfields?
(They had to help their fathers so that there were more chances of them finding gold.)

2. If Frank hadn’t found the gold nugget, what could have happened to them?
(His father may have died and Frank would have had to work for someone else.)

Vocabulary
1. Replace the adjective ‘infuriating’ in this sentence: Was it another infuriating rock?

(annoying / exasperating / irritating)

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Tick relevant  
boxes

4. Analysis
Reading Behaviours Observed During the Reading Record
For a more comprehensive analysis of the reading behaviours guidelines, refer to Section 6:  
Recommendations for Future Development in the Teacher’s Resource Book.

1.	 Knowledge and skills
•	 Automatically recognised high-frequency words in the text	
•	 Accurately decoded most text-specific vocabulary	

2.	 Strategies
Able to process text effectively by:
•	 Adjusting pace	
•	 Predicting	
•	 Searching for print details	
•	 Attending to meaning	
•	 Cross-checking and self-correcting to confirm	

3.	 Fluency	
•	 Read the text consistently with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting a depth  of understanding	
•	 Read some of the text with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting understanding	
•	 Read the text with irregular phrasing, reflecting limited understanding	
•	 Read the text word-by-word, reflecting limited or no understanding 	

Tick relevant  
boxes
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Refer to the Teacher’s Resource Book for  
recommendations for future development.

Reading Level

Independent
>95%

Instructional
90–95%

Difficult
<90%

Self-Corrections

M S V

Errors

M S V

Teacher:  ___________________________________________________

Date assessment summary completed:  ____________________

Level of Understanding

Excellent
7

Satisfactory
5–6

Unsatisfactory
0–4

Level of Understanding

Excellent
4

Satisfactory
3

Unsatisfactory
0–2

Questions Answered Correctly
Literal 1st

Inferential 1st 2nd 3rd

Applied Knowledge 1st 2nd

Vocabulary 1st

Summary

Reading Record 												          

	 	 	 	       	         Accuracy:  _______ %

	                                  S.C. rate:  1 : _______

Analysis – Reading Behaviours Observed 

1.	 Knowledge and Skills:

2.	 Strategies:

3.	 Fluency:

Retelling Indicators 

 							        	           

Comprehension 

Recommendations for Future Development


