
© 2021 Cengage Learning Pty Limited; ISBN 9780170424400; This page may be photocopied for educational use within the purchasing institution.

Title: Why Deciduous Trees Lose Their Leaves Level: 27 Text Type: Explanation 1 

LITERACY ASSESSMENT 2
LEVELS 1–30 STUDENT RECORD

2. Reading Record
Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.

02 Trees that lose their leaves as the weather becomes 

colder are called deciduous trees. Most deciduous 

trees grow in places that have warm summers and 

cold winters. These trees do most of their growing 

during the summer. Deciduous trees have flat leaves 

that lose a lot of water in hot weather. This means 

that when the leaves fall, the trees do not require as 

much water to stay healthy. Leaves can be damaged 

by strong winds, frost or snow. So, when deciduous
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Running Words for Assessment: 281                        Total Running Words: 416

1. Retell

Card orientation: This is a non-fiction text. It is an explanation giving reasons why deciduous trees 
lose their leaves.

Retelling Indicators to Check for Understanding

• Retold main events/facts without assistance from  
 teacher prompts or book support Yes   No  

• Summarised main events/facts succinctly Yes   No  

• Retold main events/facts using text-specific vocabulary Yes   No  

• Retold main events/facts coherently and confidently Yes   No   

Tick relevant boxes

Benchmark 3
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Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.

03

trees are bare, they have more protection from the 

harsh winter conditions.

Every year, the weather in most places passes through 

a cycle of four seasons: spring, summer, autumn and 

winter. During each season, changes take place in 

deciduous trees. In spring, the weather is warm, and 

there are long periods of sunlight each day. Deciduous 

trees grow new green leaves that use energy from 

the sun to make food for the tree. The roots of the 

tree soak up water from the soil. The water flows up 

through the tree trunk and out to the branches. Tiny 

veins begin to form in the new green leaves. These 

veins transport water to all parts of the leaves. In 

the summer months, the branches of deciduous trees 

are covered with bright green leaves. During the long 

summer days, there are extra hours of sunlight. This 

is the time when trees can produce the food they 

need to survive and grow. However, the trees also 

require large amounts of water to stay alive in the 

hot weather. At the end of summer, another change 

occurs in deciduous trees. A layer of cells begins 

to grow inside the stem of each leaf.
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3. Comprehension Questions 
Note: Please ensure the student has read the complete card before starting the comprehension questions.

Comprehension Questions to Check for Understanding 
Literal
1. What is a deciduous tree?

(A deciduous tree is a tree that loses its leaves when the weather becomes colder.)

Inferential
1. Where does the water that trees soak up through their roots come from?

(The water comes from rain that falls onto the soil.)

2. Which season has the most hours of sunlight in a day?
(Summer has the most hours of sunlight in a day.)

3. Why do deciduous trees need less food and water to survive in the winter?
(The deciduous trees no longer have any leaves, which need food and water, during winter.)

Applied Knowledge
1. What causes the four seasons to change?

(Earth orbits the sun each year. It becomes warmer on the side that is facing the sun, and 
colder on the side that is facing away from the sun.)

2. What other cycles occur in nature?
(Day and night, and life cycles of animals and plants are other cycles that occur in nature.)

Vocabulary
1.  Replace the adjective ‘harsh’ in this sentence: So, when deciduous trees are bare,  

they have more protection from the harsh winter conditions. (bitter / extreme / severe)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tick relevant  
boxes

4. Analysis
Reading Behaviours Observed During the Reading Record
For a more comprehensive analysis of the reading behaviours guidelines, refer to Section 6:   
Recommendations for Future Development in the Teacher’s Resource Book.
1. Knowledge and skills

• Automatically recognised high-frequency words in the text 
• Accurately decoded most text-specific vocabulary 

2. Strategies
Able to process text effectively by:
• Adjusting pace 
• Predicting 
• Searching for print details 
• Attending to meaning 
• Cross-checking and self-correcting to confirm 

3. Fluency 
• Read the text consistently with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting a depth  of understanding 
• Read some of the text with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting understanding 
• Read the text with irregular phrasing, reflecting limited understanding 
• Read the text word-by-word, reflecting limited or no understanding  

Tick relevant  
boxes



Refer to the Teacher’s Resource Book for  
recommendations for future development.

Reading Level

Independent
>95%

Instructional
90–95%

Difficult
<90%

Self-Corrections

M S V

Errors

M S V

Teacher: ___________________________________________________

Date assessment summary completed: ____________________

Level of Understanding

Excellent
7

Satisfactory
5–6

Unsatisfactory
0–4

Level of Understanding

Excellent
4

Satisfactory
3

Unsatisfactory
0–2

Questions Answered Correctly
Literal 1st

Inferential 1st 2nd 3rd

Applied Knowledge 1st 2nd

Vocabulary 1st

Summary

Reading Record             

	 	 	 	 							 							 Accuracy: _______ %

                                  S.C. rate: 1 : _______

Analysis – Reading Behaviours Observed 

1. Knowledge and Skills:

2. Strategies:

3. Fluency:

Retelling Indicators 

                    

Comprehension 

Recommendations for Future Development
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