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LITERACY ASSESSMENT 2
LEVELS 1–30 STUDENT RECORD

2. Reading Record
Page Text E S.C. Errors S.C.
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Seals are mammals. They are mammals that live in  

water. Sometimes, seals climb out of the water to  

sit on rocks or on ice.

When seals are hungry, they will slide back into the  

water to look for food.

Seals eat a lot of fish. Sometimes, they will chase  

fish up a river and catch them.

Some seals look for food at night. Their big eyes help  

them see very well under the water.

Seals can be black, brown or grey.
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Name:  __________________________________________  DOB:  _______________  Age:  ____________________

School:  ______________________________  Class:  _________  Date of assessment:  ________________

Text: Seals         Level: 15         Text Type: Information Report         Total Running Words: 287

1. Retell

Book orientation: This book is an information report about seals – what they look like and what  
they can do.

Retelling Indicators to Check for Understanding

•	 Retold main events/facts without assistance from  
	 teacher prompts or book support	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Summarised main events/facts succinctly	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Retold main events/facts using text-specific vocabulary	 Yes  	 No  

•	 Retold main events/facts coherently and confidently	 Yes  	 No   

Tick relevant boxes

Benchmark 3
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Some seals have spots. Seals with spots can be hard  

to see on the beach. When they sit still, they look  

like rocks or bits of wood. 

It is very hard for seals to move along the ground.  

But they are good swimmers.

Seals can stay warm in cold water because they  

have a lot of fat under their skin.

Some seals can stay under the water for a long time.  

They come up for air and swim back down again.

In cold places, seals hide under the ice from hungry  

bears. When the seals need air, they make a hole  

in the ice with their claws.

Baby seals are called pups. At first, the pups drink  

milk from their mother.

After four or five weeks, the pups leave their mother  

to look for food.

The biggest seal is the elephant seal. It is called an  

elephant seal because it has a long nose. An elephant  

seal can be as heavy as a small truck.

The smallest seal is the ringed seal. These seals have  

white rings on their backs. Ringed seals live in cold  

places. They make caves in the snow so that their  

babies will be warm and safe.

Seals are very clever mammals.
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3. Comprehension Questions 
Note: Please ensure the student has read the complete book before starting the comprehension questions.

Comprehension Questions to Check for Understanding	

Literal

1. What do seals eat?
(Seals eat a lot of fish.)

2. Why are seals with spots hard to see on the beach?
(They look like rocks or bits of wood.)

3. How old are seal pups when they go out to look for food?
(They are four or five weeks old.)

Inferential

1. Why is it hard for seals to move along the ground?
(Seals are big animals and do not have legs.)

2. Why do seals hide under the ice from bears?
(The bears cannot see them under the ice.)

3. How would a seal make a hole in the ice when it is under water?
(It would scratch the ice with its strong claws.)

	

	

	

	

	

	

Tick relevant  
boxes

4. Analysis

Reading Behaviours Observed During the Reading Record
For a more comprehensive analysis of the reading behaviours guidelines, refer to Section 6:  
Recommendations for Future Development in the Teacher’s Resource Book.

1.	 Knowledge and skills
•	 Automatically recognised high-frequency words in the text	
•	 Accurately decoded most text-specific vocabulary	

2.	 Strategies
Able to process text effectively by:
•	 Adjusting pace	
•	 Predicting	
•	 Searching for print details	
•	 Attending to meaning	
•	 Cross-checking and self-correcting to confirm	

3.	 Fluency	
•	 Read the text consistently with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting a depth  of understanding	
•	 Read some of the text with natural rhythm and phrasing, reflecting understanding	
•	 Read the text with irregular phrasing, reflecting limited understanding	
•	 Read the text word-by-word, reflecting limited or no understanding 	

Tick relevant  
boxes
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Refer to the Teacher’s Resource Book for  
recommendations for future development.

Reading Level

Independent
>95%

Instructional
90–95%

Difficult
<90%

Self-Corrections

M S V

Errors

M S V

Teacher:  ___________________________________________________

Date assessment summary completed:  ____________________

Level of Understanding

Excellent
6

Satisfactory
4–5

Unsatisfactory
0–3

Level of Understanding

Excellent
4

Satisfactory
3

Unsatisfactory
0–2

Questions Answered Correctly
Literal 1st 2nd 3rd

Inferential 1st 2nd 3rd

Summary

Reading Record 												          

	 	 	 	       	         Accuracy:  _______ %

	                                  S.C. rate:  1 : _______

Analysis – Reading Behaviours Observed 

1.	 Knowledge and Skills:

2.	 Strategies:

3.	 Fluency:

Retelling Indicators 

 							        	           

Comprehension 

Recommendations for Future Development
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