Benchmark LITERACY ASSESSMENT 2
POST-LEVEL 30 STUDENT RECORD

Name: DOB: Age:
School: Class: = Date of assessment:
Text: Save the Red Gums Recommended Reading Age: 12-13 years

Text Type: Exposition

Orientation: This text is an exposition. The narrator uses evidence and emotive language to form a
persuasive argument for saving the red gum trees in his local area.

Reading Behaviours Observed Prior to Silent Reading Tick relevant boxes
° Listened attentively to orientation Yes I:l No I:l
e  Scanned complete text Yes I:l No I:l
e  Attended to information in pictures or diagrams Yes I:l No I:l

Retelling Indicators to Check for Understanding

Tick relevant boxes
° Retold main events/facts without assistance from

teacher prompts or book support Yes I:l No I:l
e  Summarised main events/facts succinctly and confidently Yes I:l No I:l
e Retold main events/facts using text-specific vocabulary Yes I:l No I:l

Reading Behaviours Observed During Oral Reading

Tick relevant boxes

1. Knowledge and skills
e Accurately decoded text-specific vocabulary Yes |:| No |:|

2. Strategies

Processed text effectively by:

e Adjusting pace to text type or text features Yes I:l No I:l
e Predicting Yes I:l No I:l
e Attending to meaning Yes I:l No I:l
e Searching for print details Yes I:l No I:l
e Cross-checking to confirm Yes I:l No I:l
e Self-correcting Yes I:l No I:l
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3. Fluency

Tick relevant boxes
¢ Read the text consistently with natural rhythm and phrasing,

reflecting a depth of understanding |:|
e Read the text with irregular phrasing, reflecting limited understanding I:l
¢ Read the text word-by-word, reflecting no understanding |:|

Comprehension Questions to Check for Understanding

Literal Tick relevant boxes

1. According to the author, what was the council’s reason for deciding to remove
the red gum trees on Kirrawee Road? I:l

(The council wanted to remove the red gums so that they could widen the road.)

Inferential

1. In what way are the red gum trees part of the history of Clarraville? I:l

(The trees are over 400 years old so existed before buildings. / They appear in photos from
the 1890s. / They were important to the area’s Indigenous people decades before the 1890s.)

2. What experts do you think the author could be referring to when discussing
the age of the trees? |:|

(conservationists / arborists / historians from the area)

Applied Knowledge

1. What effect will the removal of the trees have on the wildlife? |:|
(Many animals will need to find new homes. / Some animals’ lives will be at risk.)

2. How could the removal of the trees contribute to global warming? |:|

(The trees’ removal could contribute to global warming by encouraging more cars on
the wider road and therefore causing more pollution from fumes. / There will be fewer
trees to capture carbon dioxide from the air.)

3. How do you think the council would respond to this email to explain their decision? I:l

(They might say they are trying to remove traffic congestion so residents can get around
more easily. / They might say that they are planting more trees in other areas. / They might
reconsider their decision to cut down the red gums.)

Vocabulary

1. Replace the verb ‘commend’ in this clause: While | commend the council’s plans . . . |:|

(praise / endorse / applaud)

2. Replace the adjective ‘devastating’ in this clause: | ask the council to urgently
review this devastating decision. |:|

(appalling / disastrous / shocking)
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Oral Analysis and Critique of the Text (for non-fiction) (dictated by student)

1. Analysis (how the text is constructed)

How did the author use language to convey his message?

(Answers will vary but may include: persuasive and emotive language, e.g. short-sighted decision,
terrible message, precious trees; subjective language, e.g. On a personal note.)

Identify some of the text characteristics and text structures related to this text type —
Exposition.

(Answers will vary but may include: author’s position is clearly stated; each paragraph presents an
argument supported with facts and emotive language to persuade.)

What are some of the ways the author has presented the information?

(Answers will vary but may include: the opening paragraph asks the reader of the email to reflect on
their actions; they outline the problems that will be connected with the removal of the trees, placing
this action in a wider context such as global warming and presenting other options to solve the
problem; concluding on a personal note.)

Why do you think the author has presented the information in this way?

(Answers will vary but may include: to persuade the council not to go ahead with removing the trees
and to consider other options.)

2. Critique (reflect and evaluate the text)

In your opinion, how effective do you think this email will be in changing the decision
made by the council? (authenticity of text)

Give your opinion about this text. (student’s personal response)
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Summary

Reading Behaviours Observed (silent and oral reading)

1. Knowledge and Skills:
2. Strategies:

3. Fluency:

Retelling Indicators

Level of Understanding

Excellent | Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory
3 2 0-1

Comprehension

Questions Answered Correctly Level of Understanding
Literal 1st Excellent | Satisfactory | Unsatisfactory
Inferential 1st | 2nd 8 6-7 0-5
Applied Knowledge | 1st | 2nd | 3rd
Vocabulary 1st | 2nd

Recommendations for Future Development

Teacher:

Refer to the Teacher’s Resource Book for
recommendations for future development.

Date assessment summary completed:
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